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| Every Man therefore that hath 
Yr and hath learned of the 


Father, cometh unto me. 


| OD IRR and Impediments 
| —_— which hinder poor 
| Chrifiians from'ico- 
= ming uato Chritt 3 
pay all wich I defire to 
reduce to theſe tol- 


| towing Heads. 
2 Firſts Such Hinderances as r:ally 
” Men from coming to take hold 
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hinder 


Chriſt. 


Lets which 


|| Men from 
coming to 


of Chriſt at all, which are briefly } ; 
theſe, , - | lo 

1. Blind Carelcſneſs, or Preſum-1 
ptuous* Security, whereby Men con- | 1, 
tent themſelves with their preſent |} ,, 
Condition, preſuming} all is well br 
with them, when there_is no ſuch! ,, 
matter... . C1. 4M ''S : tl 

2. Being convinced .of this, they |! ,, 
bethink how to ſave themſelves by | 


their own Strength, and thereupon 0! 


ſet upon a Reformation of Life, * ,, 


. thinking to make God amends by ! 6 


reforming ſome Sins which they hear | 44 
themſelves reproved of by the Mi- * 
niſters. ! © 

3. The Sinner being convinced of } q 
his utter inability to pleaſe God in | tc 
himſelf, at length gets up 'a fair) 
higher, and ſees all his Performan- 1 
ces, and Prayers, and Duties to be of ! ,, 
no power in themſelves, but that he | el 
muſt leave all, and cleave only un-} 1 
to Chriſt by Faith 3 and this he thinks! 4 
hecan.do well enough, and fo thrulis þ 
himſelf upon Chriſt, thinking all the 3 y 
work-is then done, and no moxe to# £ 
be looked after. | | 
5 4. It 
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drawn unto C briſt. 
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—{ 4. IF he ſees' this fails him: too, 
ly | then he eocs yet further, and confeſ- 
_ # ſeth he cannot come to'Chtif?, ex- 
n-7 cept Chriſt give him his Hand; and 
n-? help him up'3 therefore 'now he will 
Nt attend upon the' Ordinances, and Ia- 
1} bour-and beflir himſelf hard' in the 


5h! uſe of all' good tneans, conceiving. 


+ 4 thereby to hammer out at laſt a Fairh 
CY } of his own to make him happy. And 
by 1 here he reſts; hanging as it were up- 
N 7 on the outſide of the Ark (o long, till 
©, * at laſt the waves and winds growing 
dy fierce and violent, he 'is beaten © off; 
A 7 and'fo ſinks for ever. 

ll-* Beſides theſe, there are other kinds 

of Hinderances which do not indeed 
of ; deprive a Man of Title and Intereſt 
in! to cternal Happineſs, but make the 
Ur? way tedious and uncomfortable, (6 
N-* that he' cannot com? to Chrilt {6 
of | readily as he deſires and'longs to do 


ic z theground whereof is this: When 
n-> Men, out of carnal Reaſon; contrive 
KS another way” to come' unto Chriſt 
lis than-ever* he-ordained or revealed ; 
he} wher' we ſet up our Standards by God s 
Of Standard, or ow Threſhold ly 'bis, 

Y. Ezek. 
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Ezek, 43-8. and out of our own Ima- {th 
gination, make another ſtate of be- 'th 
lieving than ever Chrili” required or [4 
ordained, No marvel that wecome *c0 
ſhort of him: For thus we put Rubs, *Pc 
and make Bars in our way: we ma- by 
nacle our Hands, and fetter our Feet, # hc 
and then ſay, that we cannot take, 2 g; 
nor go: Thus it is with- you poor 1ig 
Chrittians, and the Fault is your own. {I 
But, amongſt many, there be three | hi 
Hinderances which are chiefly to be 'd: 
obſerved, by which many. gzacigus | th 
Hearts are maxvelouſly hindered ich 
from coming to, and from receiving b 
that Comfort from Chriſt which they þ 
might, and he is willing to impart of 
unto them. 

Fizitz The difixefſed Soul, being * ' bi 
(haply ) truly humbled, takes notice | H 
of the Beauty of Holineſs, and the © Fi 
Image of God {iampt upon the * tq 
Heaxts of his Children, and of all ; tc 
thoſe precious Promiſes which God 'm 
hath made to all that are his, now: © re 
the Soul ſeeing theſe, begins thus to jar 
icafon with it (elf, and faith, Surely | ;w 
if 1 were ſo holy and fo gracious, ? ve 

then j 


h 


| drawn unto Chriſt. = 

z- Jthen I might haye hope to receive 

e- "the pardon of my Sins: or were my 

Ir +Heaxt ſo enlarged to Duties, and 

| could my Heart be '{o carried with 

s, Power againii my Corruptions, 4q 

L- | maker them, then there were fame 

' hope : But when | have no Power a- 
pl | gain(i Sin, nor any Heart to ſeek. fo 

NJ | importunately for a Chriſt, how dare 

a. [I think that any Mercy belons to me, 

C | having fo many wants? Thus they 

e | dare not come to the Promite 3 and 

3s | they will not yeature upon is, becaule 

| they have not that enlargement to 

8 | Duties, and that Pbwer againſt Cor- 

[native which ſometimes the Saints 
of God have. 

; But we mult know, this doth not 
| hinder 3 and that we make that a 
: Hinderance, which, io truth, is none. 
For ( obſerve it ) we mult not think 
| to bring our Enlargements and hope 

; to the Promiſe, but go to the Pro- 

| Miſe for them: Hope mult be fir- 
red, and Delire quickned, and Love 

! and Joy kindled by the Promiſe. But 

3 who made this Condition of the. Co- 

! vengnt, That a Man muſt: have bb 
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Objed, 


much of Enlargement, before he can 
come to the Protniſe ? ' Our Saviour! 
being our Husband, requires no Por-! 
tion with 'us, nor ever look'd after | 


any : All that he looks for is T5 t 
tf 


Poverty and Emptineſs, If thou haft 


thy nothing 3 provided that thou | 
wilt have him. Therefore it is thus : 
written 3 -The Rich be ſends empty | 
away ; but the poor he ſatisfies, x 
the thirſly he refreſhes with good 3 
and fo, as that there is nothing res | 
quired on our fide but to -receive | 
him as a Husband'; For, Bwy without | 


Money is the Text. Youmuſt not | 
come and think to buy a Husband: 
the Lord looks for no Power or Sut- 
ficiency-from- you, of your ſelves ; * 
nor of your ſelves any power againl} | 
Corruption, or enlargement-to. Dus ? 
tics: If you will be content that © 
Chriſt ſhall take all from you, and | 
diſpoſe of you and all-3 then, take a | 


Sxviour,-and then you have him. 


But the poor 'Soul faith; If.I go * 
ths hoodwink'd, how ſhall T know #bat 
I do not gh and how ſhall 1 


know 
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- Nothing, yet. he will have thee with « 
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-N! how” that I bave a true Title to the - 

1 Promiſe 2? 
I anſwer : There is-no better Ar- Anſw. - 

gument in the World to prove that” 


"ur 
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ter © 
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drawn unto Chriſt.” 


thou haſt an Intereſt in Chriſt, than 


this, which is thy taking' of the Lord: 
Chriſt as a Saviour wholly, and as an” 
þ Husband only, Fobn 1. 12. At many 


ar received him, to them he gave porver 


to become the Sons of God, even to them” 


He doth not 


that believe on his Name. 


1 fay, To as many -as had ſuch En- 
3 largement to-Duties, and ſuch Power 


againſt Corruption 3 but if thou wilt 


{ take Chriflupon thoſe termson which 
1 he offers himſelf, there is no better 
* 8 Argument under Heaven than that, 
1 to prove that thou haſta Title to the 
Indeed there is a deſperate 
} Deſpair that often ſeizeth upon the 


Promiſe, 


Hearts of diſtreſſed Sinners. 
Therefore-in the ſecond place, as 
the Sinner looks upon the Excellency 


of Chriſt, and of Grace, and upon ' 


| his own Inſufficiency withal, - which 


makes him that he will not venture 
upon the- Promiſe fo he looks tov 
altogether upon his own Sinfulnefs 
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and + 
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and Worthleſneſs, and therefore date 
not venture upon it 3 he views the 
number of his Sins ſo many and vile, 
and the countenance of them ſo 


long, and durable; and he ſeeth the. * 
Floods of Abominations coming, in 


{o amain upon his Soul, and Satan to 
boot, ( who helps him forward in all 
this,) therefore he dares not make 
out unto Chriſt, But this is the Po» 
licy of the Devi), who (it he can ) will 

make a Man to ſee Sin thorow his 


' own SpeGacles, or not to fee it at + 


allz and then to ſay, There is Mercy 
enough in a Saviour, and therefore 
I may live as I liſt, But when the 
Sinner will needs {ce his Sin, then he 
will let him ſee nothing but Sin 3 


and this, to the end that he may de- | 
ſpair for ever. 


Now here the poor Sinner it at 2 
fiand, and can go no further 3 for tell 
him of the Mercy of God, and of the 
plenteous Redemption in Chriſt, and 
of the Riches of the freencls of God's 
Grace: What (faith he) ſhould I 
think that there is any Mercy for me, 
and that I have any Interelt in Chriſt ? 


that : 


{1 
\ 
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drawn unto Chriſt. 


that were tirange. And thus the Sou 
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is. always poring, and always too 
much falined and fettled upon his 
' Corruptions, ever {tiring the Sore, 
without ever going to the Phy lician. 
Where note, that a Man is as well 
kept from looking to Chriſt by De- 


| ſpar, as by Preſumption. Before 
' he ſees his Sin, he thinks his Condi- 
+ tion is good, and that he hath a ſuth- 


ciency of his own, and necds not go 


 toChiiſtz and when he (ces his Sin, 


: then he bcholds fo much Vileneſs in 


himſelf, and in it, that he dares nat 


: 80 to Chriſt, lett when he comes be- 
' fore him, he (ends him. down to 
| that ever-burning Lake of Fire and 
| Brimfione. Herein the Devil is very 


ſubtile> but this doth not hinder 


' our Title to Chrilt 3 neither ought it 


to diſcourage us from laying hold on 
Salvation, 

For firlt, (obſerve it,) For whom 
did Chriſt come into the World, and 
for whom did he dye when he was 
come? Was it for the Righteous ? 
ſuch necded him not : It was for the 
gow Sinner that judgcth himſ{clf, that 
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23 Tim. 1. 


Pal. 25. 
II, 


condemns himſelf, -and that he can- 43 
not fave himſelf. Paul ſaith Chriſt Iwi 
Feſus come into the World. to ſave Sin- ſs 
ners.,, of whom 1 am the chief: and ® tet 
Zech. 13. 1. There is a Fountain opened |, ſa 


for Sin and for Uncleanneſs 3 that is, 4 w 


for all ſorts of Sins, and kind of Sin- 4 ar 
ners3 be their Iniquities never ſo 1 C 
great, and never fo vile, there is a } N 
Fountain ſet open for them; come } as 
who will. There was never any (a> 
ved that was not a Rebel firft3 nor 
any received to Mercy, that firſt. op+ 
poſed not the Mercies of God, and | 
his Grace in Chriſt, The fiery 'Ser- | a 
pents did ſting the People in the }} t 
Wilderneſs, firſi then they were ſtung, 3 t 
and, being ſtung, there was a bra- © t 
zen Serpent to heal them... Burt, 'Y 
Obſerve the Folly of this Plea 3 © * 
what Scripture ever ſaid, that the * 1 
greatneſs of Man's Sin could hinder : 1 
the greatneſs of God's Mercy ? No {' |] 
Scripture faith ſo; we ſee David * « 
prayeth to the contrary, Have Mer- © ' 
cy #pon me, O Lord, and pardon my * : 
Sins for they are great : Nay, God | | 
himſelf doth the quite contrary, Tſe. * 


v4 
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drawn unto Chriſt. 


n- 143. 24, 25 Thou haſt made me ſerve. 
iſt Ywith thy Sins, and wearied me with 
Ne ſb Iniquities, yet I am be that blot- 
nd # teth out thy Tranſgreſſions for my Names 
ed { ſake, When the Jews did tire God 
is, 4 with their diſtempered Manners 3 
n- { and burthened him with their ſinful 
ſo 1 Courſes, then the Lord for his own 
2 } Names ſake would not ſo much 
Ne | as remember their Iniquities againſt 
a» 7 them, 
or ) Again obſerve, That Sins, though 
p> 7 they be never ſo heinous of them- 
1d ©; ſelves, yet if the Soul can ſee them, 
r- | and the Heart be burdened with 
1C them, they are ſo far from hindering 
p, 7 the work of Faith, and from making 
a= } thee uncapable of Mercy, that they 
' fit thee the rather to go to Chriſt. 
13 * Fhetruth is ( which I pray you take 
ie 7 notice of,,) it is not properly qur 
rr } Unworthineſs, but our Pride and 
o ! 'Haughtineſs .that hinders us from 
d © coming to Chriſt; - for we would 
'- * "have ſomething from our ſelves, and 
y © notall from him: -But to the diftre(- 
d } ſed Sonl, that fees the Vilenels of his 


r. | Sins5 I ay, ſuppole thy Sins were 


- | 


tewer, 
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fewer yet upon ſuch a Syppole, Kir 


Objett, 


h  Anſw. 


thou wouldii not go to Chriſt, as wil 
perſwaded of the Freene(s of his con 
Grace 3 but becauſe thy Sins are not NC 
many, and upon conceit that thou Co: 
haſt a Worthineſs in thy ſelf, and @n: 
wouldſt bring ſomething to Chrit}, we: 
and not receive all from tim 3 theres b” 
fore thou keepelt back, And is it 
not plain (then) that it 1s thy Pride, * 
and thy Self-conceitedneſs that hin- þa 
ders thee? Thou muſt have thus Jhit 
much Grace and Holinefs 3 and Chrict a 
mud not juſtify the ungodly, but ſai 
the godly Man, But I tell thee, that, tir 
upon ſuch terms, he will neyer jufti- to 
ty thee, or any Man while the World 3th 
fiands, ice 
But the Soul replies again 3 My th 
Sing are worſe than ſo, not anly beceuſe ſti 
they are many, but becauſe of the Mercy © h« 
and $alvation that T hque rejedied, and I 
which, hath been offered me from day io at 
day. + - ; Of 
» But. I anſwer::This cannot: burt | b 
thee, Provided that thou canſt fee © ft 
thole Eyils of thine: For then, - 
—_ thou haſt cali away the 7! S 
i; Kind- 


' drawn unto Chriſt. 


e, Kindneſs of the Lord, yet the Lord 

2s Will not caſt thee away, if thou wile 
is come and ſeck him carneſily again 
ot and again For the Iniquity of bis 


2U Covetouſneſs I was wrath (ſaith God)! 14.57.17, 


1d gnd 1 [mote him T hid my ſelf, and be 18. 
li, went on frowardly in the way of his 
&- own Heart. If this could have hin- 
it gred, Fud:b ſhould never have re- 
e, ceived Mercy : but the Text faith, I 
n- have ſcen his ways, and will heal 


us him 3 Thou haſt play'd the Harlos with Jt: 3+ 1» 


it many Lovers, yet turn again to me, 
ut ſaith the Lord, So then, there is no 
, time paſt, if a Man have but a Heart 
i> Ztoreturn. There is no Limitation of 
d khe Riches of God's free Grace, ex- 

:cept the Sin againlt the holy Ghoſt 
ly "therefore faith Chrilt, Rev. 3. 20, 1 
ſe ſtand at the Door and knock, : Though 
ey | he cry till he be hoar(e, and ſtand till 
d ihe be weary, yet he ſtand flills : if 
fo | any adultcrous or deceictul Wretch 

; open, the Lord will come in, and 
t | bring fiore of Comfort to him, and 
e ſup with him. 


1, Oh, ali chat is true, ſaith the poor Objed. 


Fo 2 Sul, had I but a Heart to mourn. for 
q | | my 


# 
a 


, 


The poor doubtin g Chriſtian | 


Anſw. 


Mich, 7, 
I8, 


AQts 16, 


Objedt. 


my Baſeneſs. See my Sins I do, but 
this is my miſery; I carnot be bur- 


dened: with'them 3 -I have a Heart 
that cannot break and mourn for dif-- 


honouring of 'God,* and offending 
him ſo many ways. But I fay, 


This hurts not neither 3; provided 
that thy Heart be weary of it ſelf, be- 
cauſe it cannot be weary of Sin, The 
Lord ſheweth Mercy, becauſe he will 
ſhew Mercy : It is hot becauſe thou 
canſt pleaſe him, but becauſe Mercy 


pleaſeth' him. When did the Lord 
ſhew Mercy to Paut? I fay, when? 
but even when Paxl did expreſs moſt 


Malice againſt him? Saxl, Saul, why - | 
pirſeonteſt "thou me ? He perſecutes 


Chriſti, and yet Chriſt pities him, and 
ſhews him Mercy : and ſo the chur- 
liſh Faylor, when he was moſt oppo 


fite againſi the means of Grace, the 


Lord even then-ſhewed moſt Com» 
paſhon upon him. - He that (before) 
reſiſted the means of Grace, was now 


brought home by thoſe' means that - 


before he reſiſted. 

But wo to me ( faith the poor 
Soul ) you -ate- now come to the 
en Quick ; 


Ll] 
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Sawn unto C briſt. 


quick : this very Word is like a Mile 

fttone about-my Neck, and IT in the 
Sea, ready to be ſunk for ever. This 
is the depth of that Baſneſs that lies 
on me, even this, That all the means 
can do no better upon me, Why? 
what though Paxl- and the Jaylor 
were bad enough, ſo bad as you ſay ? 
Yet they were made better by the 
Means : but this is my hopeleſs Con- 
dition, That the Means of Grace 
prevails nothing on me. Oh, is 
there fuch a Heart in Hell as'T have ? 
for how bad muſt it needs be; when 
all the means in the World can do it 
no more good ! And now, methinks 
I feel my Heart more hard and inex- 
orable under al God's Ordinances, 
than when-at firſt I believed. My 
Condition therefore is (moſt certain- 
ly ) hopeleſs, ſeeing the means that 
ſhould ſoften me, do but harden me, 
and- make me worle. 


This is the laſt Plea whereby the 4p, 


Devil keeps in; -and poſſeicth the 
Heart'of a-poor heartleſs Sinner, But 
ſet me an{wer- thee, :and for anſwer 
I fay: This hurts not neither _ 
FOUR cre 
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here at leaſt thou maiſt have hope « f 
Mercy? And here qbſcrye theſe three 
things by way cf Anſwer 3 and know 
that. | 
Firltz The Ward and Means of 
Grace do work good, if they make 
thee maze ſentible of thy Hardnels \ 
and Deadneſs, though haply they 
work not that good, and after that {n 
manner that thou defirelt 3 yet if they | 0 
make thee to ſee thy Baſeneſs, thy *D 
Hargnefs of Heart, and Dulneſs of jal 
Spixit, in regard of that body of 7, 
Death which hangs upon thee, then "( 
the Word and they work. in the belt ” 
manner 5. becauſe it is alter Gol's 
manner, howſoever not aftcr thine, | 
That Phyfick works moſt kindly, | 
that makes the party lick before it JV 
warkss fo it is with the Word : b2z- TDi 
toxe, . thou had a proud Heart, and 
did{t therefore lift up thy (elf in 
thine own Abilities, and didit trult '7 
in thine own Strength, and thou yGr 
thought( that thy Care, and the Ime h 
provement of the Means, would be: 
work Wonders: But oow the Word 
works ſweetly, when it makes thee | 


ap= 
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drawn unto Coriſh, 


apprehenſive, that a wounded Soul 
is the Gift of God, not of Man, nor 
f the Mcans 3 when it makes thee 
ok up to God for it, and to prize it 


_—— 


f | when thou haſt itz and to wait upon 
2 | God with thy daily Prayers, flill co 
S \ | continue it ſo. To feel Deadneſs, is 
f | Lifez and to fee] Hardneſs is ſoff- 
t } nes only remember this one Cauti- 
y fon, Except there be ſome Luſt or 
y © Ditemper that thy Heart hankers 
f {after, ( for then the Word will har- 
f 7 den thee, becauſe thou hardneſt thy 
n jG1F ) that one 1 ſay excepted, thou 
} Zart in a good way» 

$ > Secondlys ( mark this, I beſcech #* 
+» you) Thou art the cauſe why thy 
7, Heart is' not foftned, and why the 
it 3 Word works not upon thy Soul; the 


iftemper of thine own Heart, hin- 
Jders the working of the Word, and 
"Diſpenſation of God's Providence, 
[2 the Tenour of the Covenant of 


- _ Q- 1 


{Grace, Thou thinkeli to limit the 
1» Holy One of Iſrael ; but that may not 
d Þe: for, his Covenant is a Covenant 
9 | Grace 3 and. the Lord (who is free) 
ill cot ſtand bent to thy Row, or 


> i give 


The poor doubting Chriſtian | 


give thee Grace when thou wilt 3 for, 
. i#is. not for-us-to: know the Times and 
Seaſons, What'it the Lord will not 
give thee Grace this Year, nor the 
next, norall thy Lite?: if at- the laſt 
pa(p he will dropin alittle of his Fa- 
vour,. it is- more than he ows thee. 
Therefore hear to day,' and wait to 
morrow, and continue-in fo doing; 
becauſe'thou knoweſt not when God 
- may - bleſs: his own Ordinances- 
Complain not ot Delays, but wait, for | 
God hath: waited for you long 3 and | 
therefore if he make you [wait for | 
Peace of Conſcience, and Aſturance | 
of his Love,-he deals btit equally | 
with-you, and as -ſhall be beſt with 
you. . Ged gives what, and when, and 
how he will, therefore wait for it; | 
Thirdly 3 Know and conſider, that | 
thou hati reſted upon thine-own Du- 
tics and* Endeavours, and ſo doeſt 
not go to Ged, that bleſleth both the 
Means; and all- the Endeavours of 
his this way, The fault therefore is 
thine-own, ( I ſay ) thine own, be» 
cauſe thou reſteth” in-thine own Per- 
formances, and in the Power of the 
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means that thou apprehendeſt, and 
doct.not-go to God, that would 
have wrought :more than all they 
can:: for, did a Man depend upon 
God's Power and Merncy:.iin his Or- 
dinances, he ſhould: alwiys find 
ſome. proportionab]e. - Succour,, / as 
well when: he finds: no Succels,:as 
when he finds any. God ſometimes 
gives, and ſometimes. delays to 
give : but God's Love iis. as.conſtant 
when he. gives not; as when-he gives 
{ Therefore labour to: quit -all cangal 
Conhdence:in holy Duties. '|Reſt-ndt 
in thine own Performances, but look 
| beyond-all Dutics, to God, and deſire 
him to give thee. the Succeſs above 
* them. $ 

Watch low: thy "Soul: hehaves it 
{ Celf after/the:naked diſcharge off a 
7 Duty : all quict and calm,. notwith- 
ſtanding he--lives-in a daily courſe 
and practice-of Sin ſothat he prays 
and lyes; faſts and' cozens,! and yet 
this makes all whole :; I tell you! it 
is an undoubted Argument, that-the 
Soul did place. a carnal Confidence in 
4 his own Performances, aud as yet 
never 
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nevex attained to a Lerd Chriſt in | th 
the Duty : Fox he that ſeeks a Saviour | pl 
in his Duties;and reſts not in (elf-per- | ty 
formances, this Man brings a Savi- | an 
our, a Chriſt into his Soul. Andrhark | at 
what fallows 3. Chriſt bringspardon+» wr 
ing Venue, and purging Vertue with | WC 
bim, and-gives him more powtt as | Th 
gainft. Corruptions, and more Suſpi- [nec 
cton over-his own Soul than ever he thy 
had before : ſo that the i Soul begins | mu 
eo quarrel within ſelf, and lies down | by 
with Shame, and fays, Whattſha!l 1 |thy 
think-of my praying and hearing ? [upc 
where is the virtue and power of it ? jnov 
Did ever Chriſt hear thy Ptayers, ot jnot 
combintomy Soul by his Ordinan+ 
ces? Where is the purging. Vit- 
tus then, tb clear me of. my Sins ? Fc 
where is the» purifying Virtue to þ 
cleanſe me.of my Cortuptions ? This Pt 
is a grottnbof a gracious Heart, that ÞC 
placeth'not any Confidence in holy 
Duties; but only ih the:Lotd Chriſt, 

Do not cohtent your ſelves in this, 
that you ſte a need of a Saviour, be-+ 
cauſe your Minds are enlightned 


therein, and your Reaſon periwaded 
thercot 3 


| 
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thereof; , when in the mean time you 
place a kind of Confidence in the Du- 
ty performed and Service diſcharged, 
and think thereby to bring Chrilt 
at your beck, and you in .the mean 
while do what you pleaſe; this is a 
wonderful . cunning ctaft of Satan. 
This I fay then, A Man may ſee a 
necd of a Saviour 3 but do not quict 
thy Soul,. becauſe thou kuowelt it 
maſt be ſo, and becauſe thou hiadeli 
by Experience, thou canſt not help 
thy rd the Guile t bf in {till dicks 
upon thee, and therefore' a Saviour 
now mult help thee : I ſay, content 
not thy ad with the meer notion of 
it, to ſay, 1 {ec it Hliould be ſo, and jt 
be fo, and a d rel thy {c)f co ontent= 
Fe. per Qrmances of ICT VIGES, 
Ng hk to bring -a Saviour at thy 
heck, to do what thou wilt for thy 
Soul; this,is a flight that Satan has 
ing'd, tc ys Soul,  Many-think to 
ave; a. aign Authority ov 
iſh, roi " have; perf ord 
duties ;. ſs that he does not ule © 
eans tp (be led- to Chriſt, but he 


akes up his Dutics to be Cominanders 
of 
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of Chriſt, wo that he may ain ole of in 
Chriſt for. his own turn'3' {6 thathe |a 
makes Chriſt an Abetter of his own | ch 
Wickedneſs, not a Subduer of his| w 
Corruptions. This is, a, maveE| ye 
fous Deceit, when Men* reft it cheir|m 
own. Abilities, and '{0- "le Crit, co 
And this will appdtr" 16; leſe pattl- th 
cular. is1 

Firſt ; Watch how thy Heatt | is in}m: 
the performance of Duty.” [Dothſof 


we Prayer, and cnn and 'petfor- thy 


gf Seri 6s. tnaKettiteventurous A 
andy obl-hardy 'to tmeddle withCor-ſtha 
tuprions? cher it's a certaingrdundſan; 
rol ono rey eeron n ma 
own Perfotmarice Teak; put 
i ple e:1f « Proton du Tree Ia 

if 1 &6 how and ten Bf > 4 what 
ifF do now and ew flferz, "nd uſdhis 
falſe Weights arid Mca ures? "PH biiffthe 
pray (6! wich: the tnote, and! HEM nc 


muctith © oft: r: will ngr try nl 
ſcience Ne Fo ſatistied®' 1 Ny «. 
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þt | ing of Duties, is meerly to command 
IE | a Saviour to give allowance to Sin, 
n | that ſo he may commit it freely. As 
is | who would (iy, I have Authority o- 
1-| ver my Saviour, and he ſhall pardon 
ir my Sin, and give me allowance to 
ſt. | commit Sin. O the wretched Villany 
1-1 that is in this Man's Heart ! Fearful 
'Jis thy Eſtate, whoſoever thou art, that 
in}makeſt thy Performances an Abettor 
thijof thy Diſtempers : ſo that thou doeſt 
YI-Jthy Duties not to convey Chriſt, that 
us}he may help thee co prevent Sin, but 
Dr-Ithat Chriſt may take off the Venome 
and Indignation of Sin, that ſo thou 
Jmay'ft commic Wickedneſs with- 
mJout either Suſpicioa or further Di- 
hatffiraction. 

al Many a Man makes his Services 
uſghis Saviours. For, he makes them 
diffthe bottoin to bear up his Conſci- 
- {ence 3 the ground whereof is this. 
onWHaply he tinds and feels by woful 
FbEIExperience, what the Fruits of Sin 
$1lfarc. He ſees the Venom of his Cor- 
txguptions, and the lamentable &ffets 
obJpt all his fiaful Praftices, He thought 
refit before a tine thing to ſwear, and 
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1lye, and drink, and follow baſe Co 
pany 5 but now they are, Gravel to hj 
Heart, and Gall to his Soul, His Con 
{cience flieth in his Face, and he i 
-ready to link down to Hell under thi 
burden of his miforder'd Life. Con 
ſcience faith, Theſe be thy Sins, an 
theſe will be thy Damnation : The) 
Have been thy Delight, but they wil 
prove thy Shame and Confufion ir 
the endz and ſhortly thou ſhalt hag 
the: (mart of them: To Hell there 
fore,” be packing, and gane. | 
Now this Man hath no other cur 
for his Conſcience in ſuch a cafe, bu 


this; he intreats Conſcience to bi 


quict. He confefſeth he hath live 
in baſe Courſes, and his Condition t 


be very miſerable-3 but now he wil. 


reform all. He hath neglected Prayd 
heretofore, but now he will pray : 
hath hated God's Servants, but now 
he will love them 3 his ways hav 


been exceeding evil, but now he wil. 


reform them, and now he will t 
over a new leaf, This he faith, a 
this ( he thinks ) will ſerve his turns 


And thus many poor Souls uſe thi 


meant 
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of \Chailt, : But a gracious Heart doth 
not only pray, and bear, and receive, 


and uſe all pofible means to obtain 
Ss Chri, but is re(ileſs and unſatished 


till he enjoy and poſlcfs Chriſt in the 
means, He relts not upon the- bare 


#. performance of anvy Duty, neither 


thinks by virtue of any ſuch his en- 


.deavours to get into Chriſt, 


I + will expreſs this Particular 


% -more. fully in this manner, A rich 


| Uſurer that is fick of ſome Diſeaſe 3 


tel] him ſuch a Phytfician can cure 
him, but he Rlands upon ftate, and 
will not- come without a great deal 
of Charge. Charge (1aith he ) I do 
not fiand upon that 3 I have Money 


-Enough by me, enough to fetch him 


hither. Such a. Man vow placeth all 
his ' Confidence in his Money. So 
when the Soul tces the Gilt of Sin is 
not removed, and that Conſcience ts 


- full ſnarling, and that (the Law con- 


demning him ) Chrifi is the only 
Saviour, andhe. only that can (atishe 
and cure all. | But now, How (hall 


' Chritt be procured ? | Why? His 
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-fall ſhort of Chriſt and Salvation. 


Prayer, and Faſting, and Performances, 
anay command ſo much, and that by 
the power and merit of the Work 
.done. The Voice of a Phariſce, and 
proper Language of a Papiſt, ButY 
what Promiſe is therefor it ? With- 
in-book none, But thus Fools reſt 
.on their own Performances, and fo 


But oh ( ſaith a poor Sinner ) fain j 
would I go out of my ſelf. I ſee too} 
well now, that 1 have reſted, and do reſt 
.qpon Duties done ; but I cannot deny} FE 
my ſelf as I would. 

I anſwer, it is Satan's Subtilty } by 
to keepus in our ſclves, by endea-|) Tt 
wvouring thus to make us go out of Þ ſe, 
-our ſelves: For by our own Strengths Fc 
He would have us to do itz and per- ; th 
ſwades us we may. But this is aſc 
marvellous deepneſs of his, where-/?Px 
in he ſhews both Malice and Cun-|} ſe! 
ning in the Superlative, For here he! 19. 
makes us believe ( and we, out of Ig-|: (e] 
norance are perſwaded as he would|{p: 
have us.) that we have the Staff in * 5 
our own Hands, that is, the power toJto 
get out of our ſelves. But is it =_ of 

Oh! 
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Oh no, it is a ſupernatural Work 
to be ſo quit of our ſelves. The ſame 
rk Bhand mult bring us out of our (elves, 
1d Ethat muſt bring us to Chriſt : and 


ut Fthis is Self-denial : and Self-denial is, . 
h-F when the Soul knoweth it hath no- ;1, .1.4 i 
ſtEthing, and therefore is ſo over- is. 


ſoRpowered with the mighty Hand of 


God, and the Work of his Spirit, that' 


8 Fit doth not ſo much as expeR any 
00 Power or Ability from it ſelf, or from 
eſt Ethe Creature, in the doing of any 


ny | good : For it knows it is dead, and 


®therefore cannot help it (elf, much 
ty Zleſs can the Creature do-it any good. 
a= Tt therefore looks up to Heaven, and 
of Þ ſeeks all Sufficiency from God alone. 
hs For ( obſerve it ) whiles I thus think 
r-/{that I have Ability to go out of my 
a#ſelt; dol not then ſay, that I have a 
e- Principle within me to deny my 
n-\3(elf? But it is not ſo 3 rather it is 
NE (quite contrary : for todeny a Man's 
F-| ſelf, is to know that he -hath no 
Id 7 power in himſelf to do any ſpiritual 
n 7 Duty : therefore we muſt look only 
to Zto the Voice that calleth us, the Voice 
?Zof Chriſt, and know that he that 
B 3 calls 
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calls us from the ways of Darkneſs, | 


and out of our felves, muſt and will 
bring us outs Therefore expe on- 
ly Power from Chriſt to pluck thee 
our of thy felf, and to make thee a 
Believer 3 for the ſame Hand muſt do 
both, or it will never be, 

I would not have a poor Crea- 
ture think thus with himſelf : If this 
Means, and theſe Ordinances will 


do me no good, nor work upon my | 


Heazt, I ſhall never have Comfort : 
but ſpeak thus unto God, and ay, 
In truth, Lord, I expc& no Power 
from my felf, nor from the means3 
but my Reſolution is, to look up to 
bim that hath hid- his Face yet from 
his poor Scrvant. ,, I will not look 
any !ower, as heve within my fclf, for 
any ſuch Power: No, Lord, but to 
thehigheſt in Power and Gifts. Nor 
will 1 look to the Minitier, or to the 
Means, but 1 wi'] wait. upon thee ( O 
Lord ) and look up to thy Power, to 
work: by thine own means. Re- 
member what Iſaiah faith : Who is 
amongſt you that fearath the Lard, and 
obeyeth the Voice of bis Servants, that 

. walk 
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watk-th in Darkneſs, and hath no Light 
of Comfort, let him truſt in the Name 
of the Ford, and ſtay bimſelf upon bis- 
God, Then whenail other things in 
the World fail, let the Soul look up to: 
the Lord, and get away from it felt, 
For then is- the frtceſt time ct all-to. 
meet with Gol. I would have a 
Chriſtian chuſe this time: above all 
times, the fitteſt wherein to mcet his 
S,viour, ard to diſappoint Satan: 
for, as I (aid, it is the latt Refuge that 
the Devil hath: and if he miſs of this, 
his force is gone for ever. For 0- 
therwile the Sinner, partly ſeeing 
the Beauty of Grace, will not 3 and: 
partly feeing the Baſeneſs of his- 
own Heart, will not dare to come to 
Chriſt, 


But the next Complaint, in the Obje@.. 


next place, is want of Senſe and Feel-- 
ing, ſuch as a Chriſtian mult have, 
and finds not. Therefore the di- 
ftrefled Soul faith, Alas, I never 
knerv what it was to have the aſſu- 
rance of God's Love; I never received 
any evidence of Gad's Favour, and can 


I (then ) think jhat T have. F aith # they 
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that believe, bave their Hearts filled 


with Foy unſpeakable and glorious 3, the 
Word ſaith as much. But I am a 
ſtranger to this Foy; how then can 1 


think that 1 have any work, of Faith | 


wronght in me ? 

I anſwerz This doth not hinder, 
either that thou haſt not Faith, or 
that thou may'ſt not come to God 
by believing- Only remember theſe 
three Particulars. 

Firſt z Thou muſt not think tohave 
this Joy and refreſhing before thou 
goeſt to the Promiſe 3 thou muſt look 
for it when thou haſt chewed and 
fed upon it : or wouldeſt thou have 
the Lord give thee the whole Bargain 
at once, ard before the Match be 
made? This fy is a Fruit that pro- 
ceeds from Faith after much wrett- 
ling 3 and doth not preſently flow 
from Faith, not ſo ſoon as ever a 


Chriſtian begins to believe, but after * 
- a time, and then the Heart is joyous; | 


but never filled with Joy before be- 


lieving. Afterwards, and when a 
Man hath had the ſweet Dew of the } 
Promiſes dropping upon him 3- but | 

many #: 
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many a day after, let him look for 
this Joy. 

Secondly 3 Know that theſe joys, 
and this ſenſe and feeling may be ab- 
{ent from Faith. For a Man may 
have a good Faith, and yet want the 
reliſh and ſweetneſs which he longs 
after. One may want what he defires, 
and yet want neither Life nor Heat. 
A Tree may want Leaves and Fruit, 
and yet want neither Sap nor Moi- 
ſture: and a Man's Faith may be ſome- 
what firong, when his feeling is no- 
thing at all. David was juſtified and 
ſancified, and yet wanted this Joy. 
And fob truſted upon God when he 
had but little feeling 3 as when he 
faith, Thou makeſt me a But to ſhout at 5 
yet T will truſt in thee though thou kill 
me. Therefore build not your Com- 
fort upon ſenſe and feeling, which is 
to build upon the Sand 3 but go to 
the Promiſe, as to the Rock, for it- 

Queſt, But how comes this Defire after 
Chriſt ? ; 

I anſwer: There is no more | but 
two Aﬀecions in the Soul, God infi- 

- nitely wiſe having fo framed it 3 and 
B 5 theſe 
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theſe two arc, Hope and Dehire, The 


Underſtanding ſays, ſuch a thing is 
profitable and comfortable it I had 
i 3 then Hope is fent out to wait for 
that Goodneſs, and if it comes not : 
then Defire is fent out to meet that 
Goodneſs : Hope ſtands and waits 
for it : but Defire wanders up and 
down ſecking and enquiring after a 


Lord Jeſus, and gocs from Coaſt to. | 
Coafi, from Eaſt to Weſt; O that ! 


T could, © that E might, and when 
ſhalll ? And how may I come to the 
Speech of a Lord Chriii? As it was 
with the Spouſe in Canticles,when ber 
Beloved was gone, ſhe wandred up 
and down fecking him, and enqut- 


ring of the Watchmen if they did. not * 
fee him whom her Soul: loved 3. (o | 
wanders from this thing to that,from | 


this place to that place, and: never 


ecaſeth to ſee if ſhe can gain notice | 
of-Chriſt. It goes to Prayer, to ſee if !: 
that willentreat a Chriſt 3 it goes to | 


the Word, to ſee if that will reveal a 


Chriſt : it goes to Conference,to ſte if | 


he can hear of Chriſt there ; then it 


comes to the Congregation, and to & 
the 7 
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the Sacrament, to- ſce- if it can hear 
of any News of a Lord Chrilt, and 
| of Mercy. 

The Soul thus continues wandring 
and ſeeking,till at lathe Lord Chritt 
comes into'the Soul, when the Soul - 
hath thus hungrcd and longed” for 
him. At Jeng'h the Lord Chriſt is 
pleafed to (hew kimſelt in view : Be- 
hold, the King cometh: fo the Lord 
ſays, Bebold the Lamb of God that takes 
away thy Sins. O thou poor broket:- 
hearted Sinner, here is. thy ' Saviour 3 
he is come down trom Heaven to 
ſpeak Peace to thy Soul in thepardon 
of thy Sins. Thou chat hungrett for 
a . Chriſt, here he is to (atishe thee : 
Thou that thirlteth after Chritt, here 
he is.to refreſh thee. Thou that haſt 
long ſought him, he faith, Here I am, 
and all-my Merits are thine, 

Now when the Lot4 ]-ſus is-plea- 
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f 3 fed to prefent himfclt ro the Soul, 
o & now Defire hath met with the Lord... 
2 It is -in this caſe wich a Einner, 
£3 a+ it is with a Triytor who is purſu- 
it cd, and takes a firong Hold, and is - 
there bſieged: And now he ſzeth no 
| hoz 
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hope of Favour, ror no hope of e- 

ſcape, therefore he is content to ſub- 
mit, and lay his Head on the Block, 
that he may receive Puniſhment for 
his Offence : now coming to Execu- 
tion, he hears an inkling from the 
Meſſenger there is yet hope he may 
be pardoned. The poor 'Traytor in 
the Priſon with that is Ciirred up to 
hope. 'Nay,then he hears by another 1 
Mcſſenger from the King himſelf, it 
he will come to the Court, and ſeek | 
unto his Majeſty, and importune his | 
Grace for Mercy and Favour, it's like 
he ſhall be pardoned. Then he makes | 
haſte, and Deſire carries him to the : 
Court to ſue for Favour from the 
King. So that now he will be liften- 
ing and enquiring of every one there, 
Did you hear the King ſpeak . no» 
thing of me? How ſtands the King's 
Mind towards me ? Pray how goes 
my caſe? Then ſome tell him, the 
truth is,the King hears you are hum- | 
bled, and that you are ſorry for what |} 
you have done: at laſi the King 
looks out of the Window, and ſecs } 
the MalctaGor, and ſays, Is this the | 
| Tray- 
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Traytor? One ſays, Yes, it it pleaſe 
your Highneſs, this is the Man, that 
is humbled and p'cads for Mercy, and 
deſires nothing ſo much as Favour, 
Hercupon, the King being full of 
Mercy, tells him, The truth is, his 
Pardon is a drawing, and coming to= 
wards him. With that his Heart leaps 
in his Belly, and his Heart is enlarged 
towards his Majeſty, and he ſays, 
God bleſs your Majeſty z never was 
there ſuch a favourable Prince to fo 
poor a Traytor. His Heart leaps for 
Joy, becauſe his Pardon is coming 
towards him. Haply it is not ſealed 
yet: Now when it is ſealed, and all 
done, the King calls him in, and de- 
livers it. . 

So it is with a poor Sinner, he is 
the Malefator. You that have com- 
mitted High-Treaſon, you think not 
of it: but take heed, God will pur- 
ſue you one day. Haply God lets 
you alone for the preſent, but he will 
ſurpriſe you on a ſudden, and Con- 
ſcience will pluck thceby the Throat, 
and carry thee down to Hell. And 


now the Lord purſues him with a 


heavy 
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heavy Stroke and Indignation, and 
let flye at his Face, and ſets Confci-- 
ence at work as a Purſevant, and that 
ſays, Theſe are thy Sins, and to Hell. | 
thou muſt go: God hath ſent me to 
execute thy Soul. Now the poor Soul . 
fees he can no way eſcape from the. 
Lord, and to purchaſe any Favour he. 
fees it impollible z therefore he is re- 
folved to lie down at God's Feet, and 
hope» | Now Hope is a faculty of the. | 
Soul to-look out for Mercy : as a Man- 
that is in expeQation of the coming 
of his Friend, gocth to the top of a 
Hill, looks round abouthim, to ſee if - 
he can underſiand' any thing, of his 
Friend': fo the Soul-hopes and waits; 
and firetches it ſelf out for Mercy; 
When will it be;. Lord * when will 
this Pardon come ? The Soul gets 
up, and ſtands as if were a tiptoe: O - 
when will it come; Lord ? | 

How-does God ftir up the Heart | 
to hope? It's worth the whilc to con» | 
ſider how-this is maintained. 

Firltz The Lord: ſweetly fiays the | 
Heart, 'and'ger{wades it that his Sins 
are pardonable, and that the good he. 

« wants 
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Wants may be ſupplied 3- this is a 
great ſupport to the Sou], Hope is. 
always of a Gaod to come. Now 
when a poor Sinner ſees his Sins, the 
| number of them, the nature of them, 
the vileneſs of them, the curſedneſs 
of his Soul, that. he can take no reſt; 
he (ſces no Rettin the Creature,.nor in 
bimſelf. Though he pray all day, yet 
he cannot get the Pardon of one Sin, 
Fhe Soul is out of any Expecation of. 
| Pardon, or Power of. Mercy in any 
| thing he hath or doth : Though all 
Means, all-Helps, thoug hall Men-and 
Angels ſhould joyn together, yet 
they cannot pardon one Sin of his. 
Now the Lord lifts up his Voice, and 
ſays from Heaven, thy Sins are par» 
donable, Othe Infiniteneſs of God's 
Power! though the Guilt of Sin is 
powerful tocondemn the Soul, But 
when the infinite Power of the Loxd 
is conſidered, as able to over-power 
all his Sins, this liftethrup the Heardin 
ſome Expeftation that the Lord will 
ſhew Mercy toa:Mans though it is a 
hard thing to hope, when the Soul 
' &. is thus troubled, ( Can 6 
| r0= 
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broken ? can theſe Sins be pardoned ? 


can this Soul be ſaved ? ) Now, comes | 
in the Power of God. God can par- |} 


don theni. Never meaſure the Power 

of. God by that ſhallow Conceit of 
thine. All things are poſſible to God, 

though not to Men. And as it is ſaid 


of Abraham, He hoped above Hope 1, | 


he looked to the Lord that was able 


to do what he had promiſed: he | 


conſidered not that he had a dead 
Body, but that he had a living God 


to hope on. Juſtice cannot be ſo ſe- | 


vere to revenge thee, as Mercy is 
gracious to do good unto thee. If 
thy Sins be never ſo many, God's Ju- 
fiice never ſo greatz yet Mercy is 
above all thy Sins, above all thy Re- 
- bellions. This may ſupport thy Soul, 


_ © $0 there you have the firſt ground } 
to ſtir up Hope thy Sins are par- | 
donable. There is more Power in } 
God to ſhew Mercy to thee, than *% 
Power in Sin to deſtroy thee, The | 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt came to ſeck and 


to ſave that which was loſt; it was | 


the ſcope of his coming, Now faith | 


the broken and humble Sinner, Iam % 


I», 
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los. Did Chriſt. come to ſave Sin- 


ncrs? then Chrift muſt fail of his end, 
or I of my Comfort. God ſays, Come 
to me all that are weary and heavy la- 
den, IT am weary: unleſs the Lord 
intended good to me, why did he 
invite me, and bid me come ? Surely 
he means to ſhew Mercy to me. 


O take heed of Deſpair. Queſtion 


| thy Eſtate thou mayeſt, thou muſt 3 


but to caſt away all hope is very hai- 
nous in the Eycs of the Lord, Caſt 


away all carnal Confidence thou muſt, 


and yet thou muſt hope. Let Ifracl 
bope in the Lord, for in the Lord, &c« 
The Lord takes this very ill at our 
Hands. Thou goeſi to the deep Cun- 
geon of thy Corruption, and there 
thou ſayeſt theſe Sins can never be 


| pardoned: I am fiill proud, and 

more [lubborn: This diſtreſs Gud 
© ſceth not, God ſuccourcth not, his 
* Hand cannot reach, his Mercy cannot 
# fave. Now mark what the Fropher 
| faith to ſuch a perplexed Soul} 1/2. 
40, 27. Why ſayeſt thou, thy way is 

bid from the Lord ? The Lord faith, 


y Why ſayeſt thou ſo ? The young Man 
ſhall 


ſhall faint and be weary; but they that 
wait on the Lord ſhall renew their 
Strength. Is any thing too hard for 
the Lord ? you wrong God cxceed- 
ingly : you think it's matter of Hu- 
mility, to count your fclt {5 vile, 
Can God pardon ſuch a Wretches Sin 
as mine? Mark that place of the 
Pſalmiſt; they ſpake againſt the Lord, 
Can the Lord prepare a Table in the 
Wilderneſs ? They ſpake not again 
themſelves, but againſtthe Lord, So 
we ſpeak againſt God, and charge 
God bimfclf.. It is true, fays the Sol, 
Manaſſeth was pardoned, Panl was 
converted, God's Saints have been 
received to Mercy : But can my Sin 
be pardoned ? can my Soul be quick- 
ned.? No, no, my Sins are greater 


than can be: pardoned, faith the de-. 


ſpairing Soul, Confider how injuri- 
ous this is to God, to make the power 
of Sin greater to condemn thee, 
than the power of God to ſave thee : 
to mzke the power of Satan (tronger 


to. rainate thee, than the power of- 
God to relieve thee, and ſuccour thee. 


And what can you fay more? -and 
what 
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what can you do more againſt the 


' ® Lord? Is not this to make God an 
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# underling to Satan, and to.Sin ? This 
© is juſt to ſay, The Almightineſs of 


God is weaker than the weaknefs of 
Sin 3 the Sufhciency of God is weak- 
er than the Malice of Satan. It is 
{o 3 poor humble Sinners many times 
will make” bitter Complaints- this: 
way 3 and they think they ſpeak a- 
gainſt themfſclves, No, no, they 
{feak againtit the Lord. They ſpake 
againſt the Lord, when they faid, 
Can the Lord prepare a Takle in the. 
Wildernefs + So you fpeak in. this: 
deſperate manner : Why truth, Lard, 
this proud Heart will never be hum- 
bled, . if any thing would have 
wrought, it would have been dane: 
ere this day. How many Sermons, 
huw: many: Mercies, how any Judg- 
nents how many Prayers ? and yet 
this proud Heart, this ſtubborn Heart 


{ will not be reformed. You think 


you ſpeak :againſi your (clves now : 
no, no,. you fpeak againſt the Lord. 
And know, this is one of the great- 
clt-Sins thou committett, to. (ay thy 
Sins 
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Sins cannot be forgiven. 

Secondly 3 As this Sin is injurious 
to God, fo it's dangerous to thy 
own Soul : It is that which takes up 
the Bridg, and cuts off all Paſſages, 
and there can no ſpiritual Comfort 
nor Conſolation: come into the Soul 
of a poor Sinner, Luke 3. 15, Eve- 
ry Ditch muſt be filled, and then all 
Fleſh ſhall ſee the Salvation of the Lord. 
What are theſe Ditches? Why no- 
thing elſe but thoſe deep Gulfs and 
Ditches of Deſpair : and unleſs theſe 
be filled, no Man can ſee the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, The truth is, this Deſpair 
of the Soul, is that which cuts the 
Sinews of Man's Comfort, and takes 


off the power and edge of all the | 


means of Grace 3 it dauntsall a Man's 
Endeavours 3 nay, it plucks up En- 
deavours by the very roots: for:that 


which a Man deſpairs of, he will ne- | 


\ ver labouraficr, It's here, as witha 
Man in the pangs of Death : unto 


ſuch a Man, as all things are unavail- | 
able for his good : his Bed will not | 


eaſe him, Meat will not refreſh him, 


chafing will not revive himz atlaſt } 
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we ſay he is gone, he isa dead Man ; 
Friends leave him, Phyſicians leave 
him: They may go and pray for him, 
and mourn for him, but they can- 
not recover him. So this deſpair of 
Soul makes a Man calt off all Hope, 
and lie down in a forlorn Condition, 
expeQing no Good to come. Alas, 


faith the poor Soul, what skilleth for 


a Man to pray ? what profiteth it a 


Man to read ? what Benefit in all the 
1 means of Grace? The truth of it 
! is, the Stone is rolled upon me, and 


my Condemnation is ſealed for ever, 
and therefore I will never look after 
Chriſt, Grace and Salvation any more. 
Let him come to hear the Word, and 
mark how hecaſts-off the benefit of 


L it, It was marvellous, fſcaſonable 


and profitable, it was the good 
Word of God unto ſuch as have 


| ſhare therein: why then may not 


you expect benefit therefrom? No, 
faith the Soul, the time of Grace is 


! paſt, the day is gone. If Minitters 
{ would pray for him, and good Peo- 


ple pray for him, he bids them fave 


| their Labourz for Hell is bis Portion, 


and 
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and his Condemnation is ſealed in 
Heaven. See now and confider what 
deſperate danger Deſpair -brings to a 
.poor Heart, and carries him beyond 
the reach of Mercy. Thats a ſweet 
paſſage of Davids, Plalm 77. 7. Wl 
the Lord caſt me off for ever ? I ſaid 
this is my Infirmity, faith the Text. 
The word in the Original, This is my 
Sickneſs, as who ſhallſay, This would 
be my Death: What, is Mercy gone 
tor ever ?; then my Life is gone, then 
is all my Comfort gone, my Hope 
gane: Therefoxe take heed of this, 
it takes off the edge of all our Endea- 
vours and 'God's Ordinances that 
might do us good. 
Secondly This marvellouſly con- 
demans that great Sin.of Prefuwpti- 
on 3 a Sin more frequent, and if it be 
poſſible, wore dangerous. The Pre- 


ſumption of carnal Hypocrites that | 
boltter. thern(ſclves up with marvel- } 


lous boldacſs in their courſe, 1t is as 
true here, and 1 befecch you obſerve 
tt, as they ſaid, Sad hath flain his thou- 
ſands, ard David bis tenthouſands : 

_ hath Nain his thouſands, but 
| Pre» 
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Preſumption his ten thouſands. That 
Men may ſwear, and lye, and cozen, 
and break all Commands, and yet 
hope to be ſaved. They hope Grace 
will fave them, and yet refift Grace. 
They hope Jefus Chriſt will fave 
them, and yet oppoſe Chrift, This is 
that which hath flaimm many thou- 
ſands among us: and they are few 
that have not ſplit upon this Rock. 
And therefore I fay, this ſerves to 
reprove the bafenefs of ſuch Hypo- 
crites that boaſt themſelves, and com- 
pare their hopes with the hopes of 
the Saints. 1t is true, ſay they, I can- 
not walkfo freely, I cannot repeat a 
Sermon, I have not thoſe Parts that 
they have3 yet T hope to be faved as 
well as they. This is that which hath . 
flain ſo many thouſands of Souls that 
are now roaring in Hell; and they 


Y may thank Prcſumprion for it. 


Now this Hopi is not the Hope 
of 'the Saints. The Hope of the 
Saints is a grounded Hope but thefe 
Hopes hang upon ſoine idle Pleas and 
fooliſh Pretences, and ſome carnal 
Reaſons: But I tell you they will 
fail, 
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fail, and fink into the bottomleſs Pit 


ere they are aware, It is the Com- 
mand and Counſel of Peter, That 
every Man ſhould be ready to give an 
account of bis Faith and Hope that is in 
him. Look to the Reaſons that carry 
you, and to the Arguments that per- 
{wade you 3 fee they be not ground- 
ls and fooliſh Hopes. You hope 
to be ſaved, and you hope to go to 
Heaven, and you hope to ſee the Face 
of God with Comfort. Look about, 


I ſay 3 good Hope hath good Reaſons, 


grounded Hope grounded Reaſons. 


Thirdly 3 The Saints of God many | 


times are deprived of Comfort : not 
becauſe God with-holds it, but be- 
cauſe they put it from themſelves, 
and will not have it though he offer 
it : as David, My Soul refuſed Com- 
fort : he was as a ſullen Child that 
will not cat his Milk, becauſe be can- 
hot have it in the golden Diſh. So 
ſometimes, and becauſe God doth not 
for us what we would, we will have 
nothing at all. Thele are the main 
Hinderances, and I might add 
many more: for carnal Reaſon is 

yery 
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very fruitful this way, and we 


| through our own Folly, and the De- 


vil's Craft, axe apt to abiſe things, 
and to mike them Hinderances in 
our way to Happineſs eternal. I 
come now to the Cures of all theſe 
Impediments, where, if we, had the 
Wiſdom and Care we ſhould have, 
we might break through them all co 
Chri!!, The Means ( eſpecially ) 
are four, wiiercby we may be in- 
wardly ftrengthened againſt them all, 
and be at laſt able to overcome, and 
put them to foil fox ever. 


The hrit Cure. and Help. is this3 j1-/p5 ts 
We mult not look too long, nor pore come ts 
too much, or unwarrantably upon wit. 


our own Corruptions within, fo far 
as to be be feared or diſheartned by 
them from coming to the Kiches of 
God's Grace, For this is a ſure and 
everlaſting Truth, that whatſocver 
fight of Sin unfits a Man for Mercy, 
when he may take it,and it is offered, 
that ſight of Sin is ever ſinful, thoit 
have never ſo fair an outſide of Sor- 
row and deep Humiliation. Namely, 
as when we think, and ſay, (as often 
| c SEIIIE 
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'Sorrow 


Rom, g. 
19. 


"a finfal eourſe. 


we do) Had a Soul fo thorowlyfſ” 
humbled, -and bruiſed, and ſoftened, 
and foforth, 1 could do well enough, 
The godly And thus the Devil keeps us in Sin, 
ww by poring too long and much upon 

' our Sins 3 as thinking thereby to get 
#rom them. By ſuch a courſe ig 
ell not me of Sor4* 


row, and Repentance, and Humiliati 
on all that Sorrow, and Humiliati 


'on, and Repentance, is naught, that 
Keeps a Man from receiving Mercy 


when there is need, and it is offered 
See this in' Abraham : he had this Pre 


miſe, that he ſhould have a Son in his 
old Age: And He being not weak, inf 


Faith, regarded not his old Ape © 
Deadneſs, nor the Barrenneſs of Satah' 


Womb, but believed in him who bad. 
promiſed it. There hereſts, and ther: 


-he ſtays 3 he ſaw his Body was dead 


yet there was a living Promiſe : andq/ 


what though Sarah's Womb wa 


barren, yet the Promiſe was fruit 
Ful. He knew his own Deadneſs an 
"her Barrenneſs 3 but he flood nof. 
long there. As Abraham therefore; 1 


ve may ſee our Sins, and confider ou 
; man 
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- many \Weakneſſes, but; muſt not fo 


ſettle : upon - them or ,confider::of 
them--as: to- be hindered: by. them 


from coming. to: God for. Mercy, 
. which the - freely offers us, and we 
»:Rand.in need-of ; for, while the Soul 
of a Mari js daily plodding upon his 
+own-»Miſery and: diſtempered | Life, 


theſe two. things follow, 
Firſt 3 :Stop the fiream of God's 
Promiſe, and let down: the, Sluce a- 


: Sainſt it, ſo that. the Promiſe cannot 


enter into 1 us. : + - 

* And:fecondly 3 We fect open the 
ſtream and floodgatc'of Corruption, 
and make it to run moſt violently 


- down, and to flood in upon us3. and 


in the end to over-ewhem us. Now 
the Inconvenience: ariſing hereby, . is 


enoughto ſlay: the beſt Chriſlian-.in 


the World 3 for what can a Man get 


/ out of his Corruption ? he can have 


no more thereof than is to be had 3 
and.it is itivain:to look for Comfort 


where it/is.not to be had!: all this and 
the leaſt: of all-this, may diſhearten. 
$ us, | but will never encourage us, or 


pay Heart into us. See the Humilh 
C 2 an 
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and Wiſgorti of the Women of ' Ca-| 


naan'i'the follows  Chrilt 3 but he 


; liſtens! not! to herg* but gives her a 


. fore Foil, and caNs/her Dogs and 


faith; you "Gentiles are Dogs 3 an 
_ the Goſpel of-Grace and Salvation is 
the” Childrens - Brend. Now: if -ſhe 


Ahad only. conlidered the: Words "of 
Chriſt, and only looked into - her 
{elf and ther own Baſeneſs, ſhe had 
never come to have received cithet 
Mercy or Comfort! :from him. But 
ſhe faith, Truth Lord, 1 am a 'Dog 
yetithe Dogs eat of -ebe Crumbs. that 
Fall from their- Maſters. Table. . Thi 
was her ſure Reſolution : whereir 
there are two things which expreſs 


. and ſet forth the frame: of: a gracious 


Heart, a Heart” that is truly wilt tc 
attend to its own” Baicneſs wit 


- Faith: and that is her Humility anc 


Wiſdom : as it {hc had faid, Tho 
ſaycſt I am a Gentile, aud a Dog 
I confeſs it: there's her Humilicy 


: 'Yet-though/I am a Dog,L-will not-ge 


out.of doors, but lie under the Tabl: 
For::-Mercy : ! there*s hex | Wildom 
And thus ſhe 3 and ſo we muſt, anc 

ſhouls 
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a= ſhould when our 'C orruptions- 0 61 
hel} Gaid flood fn uporr us, and( we fee 
T 23 our {elves quite If, 'and damned-irv 
ndj our Sins; we mu#then fay, In'trith 
nd$ Lord, I am as bid'as thy Word can 
is} make-me, yet let me* not fiye-from 
ſhe Mercy, bit lie at the Feet of my'Sa-- 
"off viour's-Mercy, ill He" look'upon me 
nerf as once aPon Peter, Un», 22, 6+ 
-Tt 1s fit; and we onyht to fee our: 
| Sins * but {tay we mufi-not too long 
there; fee them we' muſt, but not- 
faſten'on them, ſo a5 to ſhackle cus 
I from coming to Chrift. F have (aid' 
it, and 'willfay it; That that Gght of 
}J Sin which- doth not drive a Man to- 
cl} Chriſt for Mercy, is ever finful, Lz- 
uy bour therefore to fee thy . Sins, an} 
tc that: thusz 
It Firſt3 See thy Sins in 'the Royal = oe 
nd Law, as in the right Gl:{s 5 'a Glaſs 1rjghe, 
that will preſent them ſuch as they 
bez and look not off till thou haſt 
ſeen them ſo. 

/: Secondly-3*'So fee them: as that by 
J ſuch a holy gaze at them; thou may'(t/ 
ſee an utter Inſufficiency i in thy (cf 
to: ſatisfy tor them. 

C 3 | Thirdly, 
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Thirdly 3 And fo ſee them, that 
thou may'ſfi by that fight behold an 
abſolute neceſſity of Chriſt to ſuc» 
cour thee, and then away ſpeedily 
to him that can only help thee, and 
dwell no-longer on thy Sins, but go 
to the Throne of. Grace, where is 
plentiful Redemption, whence iſſue 
out Pardons in abundance to remove 
that Guilt that Sin hath brought 

_ upon: thy Soul 3 and where is Power 
enough to enable thee to be more 
than Conqueror over thy Corrupti- 
on. Bricfly, every Soul ſhould, ay 
thus; It is true; Lord, my Sins are 
many and great, for I have departed 
from thee the Fountain-of Bliſs : 

| But ſhall I go on,and ſo further from 
| thee, and perfili in evil ? God for» 
bid. All this while I ſpcak to bro- 
| ken-hearted Chriftians, You pro- 
phane. ones, you have your Portion 

[ already, and ſhall have more of it in 

| Hell hereafter 3 therefore for a while 

'$ ſtand you by, and let;the Children 

come to. their Bread, 
' The Lord looks to him that is of an 
bumble and contrite Heart, and that 

#rem- 
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trembleth before bim, A poor Crea- 
ture cannot but obſerve every Word. 
of God, and tremble at every Truth, 
| whoſe Meditation is fuch as this ; 
Here is Salvation indeed, but it isnot 
mine 3 here is Mercy, but I have no: 
part in. ſo great Mercy 3 and thus he 
ſhakes at every apprehenſion of eve- 
ry Word of God, concluding certain- 
ly that he-ſhall never enjoy any part 
of it. But mark what the Text ſaith; 
The Lord looks at ſuch a trembling 
Sowl ; 'that is, he caſts ſweet Intima- 
tions of his Goodnels and love in to 
him; and faith, Thou'poor trembling: 
Sinner.to thee be it ſpoken, I have an 
Eye toward thee in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Therefore he further faith, 
* Comfort ye, comfort ye my People, Iſz. 49. 2. 
ſpeak, comfortably to Jeruſalem, and. 
cry wnto ber, that ber Warfare is atcom-- 
pliſhed, and her Iniquity is pardoned : 
tell Jeruſalem ſhe is accepted, tell. ber 
what my mind is. 
And here he goes on, and faith to: 
his Miniſter,ſpeak to the Heart of ſuch 
an humbled Penitential, and tell him 
from Me, nay tell him from Hea- 
| C 4 ven, 
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Jer, 31, 
ISg19,20, 


ven, and tell him from the Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, and from undtr the hand of 
the 'Spirit, that his Perſon is ac- 
cepted, and his Sins are all of them 
done away, and he himſelf fhined 
upon in great Mercy. 

Here Ephraim is. the piQure of : a 
Soul truly humbled, in whoſe Beha- 
viour we may ſ{ce the Behaviour of a 
frue Penitent toward God,and God's 
dealing towards him. The Text 
faith, Swrely I have heard Ephraim be- 
moning bimſelf ( there's the Heart 
broken'and thirty} thou baft chattiſed 
me, and I was chaſtiſed ; turn thou to 
me, and I ſhall be turned; thou art the 
Lord my God. Surely after that I was 
turned, I repented, and after that I was 
inſtrufied, 1. ſmote upon my Thigh, I 
was aſhamend; yea even confounded, be- 
cauſe I did bear the reproach of my 
Youth, Thus the Sinner,as if he ſhould - 
haveſaid, Iam the Wretch that have 
ſeen all the mcans of Grace in abun- 
dant meaſure, and yet never profit:d 
under the: hand of any, ' The Lord 
hath corrected me,but 1 would not'be 
tamed ; and he inftruced me, but I 

Go would 
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would not learn; Lord turn me, Thou 
of | art my God; I have nothing in my 
c | ſelf; Nay, now I ſee the Evils which 
m | before I never perceived 3 AndI ob- 
d | ſerve the Baſeneſs' of my Counle; 

which before I confidered not. Now 
a |} 1 am aſhamed of my abuſe of Grace 
- | fo phainlyrevealed: I am even now 
a i confounded with -the ſenſsof thoſe 
s | Abominations my SouFdid formerly 
t | take pleaſure in. This-may be con» 
'- | ecived to be the mourning of-a poor: 
t | muchbroken Sinner. And now mark 
d | God's anſwer : :Epbraim is my Sor, 
o | heis a pleaſant Child : for ſmce'l Jpake 
e | againſt him, I do earneftly- remem3er 
bim till, therefore my Bowels- ave 
tronbled for bim, I will ſurely have Mere 
©y wpon' him,” As,much as to ſays: 
F obſerved all thoſe ſecret SizhsY I 
f conſidered: all thoſe Tears;' I-heard 
|- | all thoſe Prayers: and fake notice- of 
all thofe Cottiplaints, and my Bow-- 
| ces even; yearn- towards this poor 
| deje&ed'Sinner;; an hamble Soul 
that ſeeks to me for Mercy. The 
trath is 3 I ' witl embrace him . with 
my lovivg Kindneſs. This tor-the 
= C 5 birit 
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firft means. of Help. 
Now, The ſecond means of Cure 


is this, Take heed of judging thy E- | 


ſiate by carnal Reaſon without the 
Rule, which is commonly the faſhi- 
on. and fault of poor diſireſſed Spi- 
rits, who paſs fearful Sentenceagainli 
themſelves upon groundleſs Argu- 
ments, and fay, I never found it, 1 
ftecl no ſuch thing, and 1 fear it is 


. not ſo. But in this we heax but car- 


hal Pleas, coming out of - Satan's 
Forge, and by his help, from our 
{clves, againſt ous ſelves, for we judg 
our ſelves by them. But, I fay, Take 
heed of this Wile of Satan's, and 
make conſcience of this as much as 
.of any other fault, as much as of 
Swearing, Stealing, Whoring, or 
Murder 3 for this is as truly Sin as 
thoſe, though not ſo great x yet a 


far greater Sin than you imagine. | 


Conlidex this thou humble<hearted 


| Chriſtian, for te thee I ſpeak. There- 
fore when upon theſe grounds thou | 


concludeſt that thy cafe and eſiate is 
naught 3 fee and contider againſt how 
many Commandments thou offend- 

elf. 


—_—. Mt. >. a —_— wn | 
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eſi, Firſt, Thou diſhonoureth God, 
and the work of his Grace, by deny- 
ing that which . God hath: done for 
thee: alſo, and ſpeakelt wnreverently 
againli him 3 beſides, thou art a Mur-. 
derer, for that thou woundeſt thing 
own Soul. Further, thou cobbelt thy 
ſelf of much. Comfort, and fo art a. 
Thief ; and thou- beareſt falſe Witneſs: 
again thy ſclf, yea, againſt Chrilt,. 
and the Spirit of Chrilt,. and the. 
work of Grace already wrought in 
thee. Alſo,. thou. joynelt with the 
Devil againſt. the Lord Jeſus Chrilt.. 
Are theſe no Sins? 

But: thou: wilt fay, I ſpeak. as-I: 
think.. Yet that hinders not;: but. 
that thou beateſt falſe. witneſs... As, 
we fee, it a Man affirm ſuch a one is 
a. Drunkard, and knows it not;. this: 
Man. bears falſe witneſs, becauſe 
tho1gh the Man be indeed. a Drunk- 
ard, yet is It more. than he. knows. 


-So thou ſay'lt- that. thou haſt' no=- 


thing, when thow- doſt but only. 
fear it, and ſufpe&- it, and dofirndt- 
feel it, Ifpeak this the rather, be-. 


cauſe of. the ſinful Dilſtemper. that: 


creeps, 
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the Motious of his Spirit from him. 


creeps in-upon-the Hearts of many 
broken-hearted Chriſtians; and (o 
as 'that out of a ſclt-will'd road of 
carnal Reaſon, and a vile haunt that 
they have gotten, their Hearts are 


perſwaded' that they do well todo | 


fo,' and thar they can acver be well 
except they do ſo. 

Bur they that are ſuch ( mark what 
I ſay.) when Reafon is: plain againit 
them, and ' plain Scripture eviden- 
ceth the contrary; -do not' ſo much 
attend what the- Miviſter ſaith, as 
they fiand and invent how they. may 
anſwer the Miniſter 3 and (1o) put 
away their own Mercy. Theretore 


ler the-Fear:of God fall upon every 


poor-Soul that 'heareth this 3 and let 


him-know,' that' !howſoever he hath 


taken or given leave to: himſclf, er 
taken-up the Walters, by takivg up 
Pleas againſt the Truths yet now he 
is to'change the courle, to go alide, 
and to: mourn apart for his Miſpriſi- 


"on: alſo to wonder that the Lord 
hath not all chis while t:ken away 


all the Comforts of his Grace, and all 


The 
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The Prophet David prays the Lord 
to-tarn away bis Eyes from beholding Pfal. 1196 
f' | Vanity, Now it God muſt do that 3 #7” 
t || that 1s, turn away our Eyes that they 
e | ſee notz much more mult he turn 
o | away our Hearts that they attend not 
11 | on lying Vanities. We muſt attend 
God and the Voice of his Spirit 3 
zt | but to lifien to carnal Pleas ( which 
{t | we have no warraut todo) is to lin 
n- | deeply, and to hurt onr own Soul 
zh | both deeply and dangeroufly. No 
as | Man would deal with a_ Cheater, 
ay | Carnal Reaſon is a Cheater, there- 
at | fore we fhould not heed it, unleſs 
re | we would refolve to be cozened. 
ry | And now if the danger of the Sin 
et | cannot-make us to do this let the 
th |} Sorrow that will come of it, conſtrain 
er | us. Fhe Prophet faith, Behold, all 1fz-50-12- 
up | you that kindle a Fire, and that com- 
he | paſs your ſelves about with the Sparkles 
de, || that 'ye have kindled; this ſhall you 
ifi- | bave at my hand, ye fhall lie down in 
2rd | Sorrow, Theſe are the Prophet's 
ay | Words, nay, God's by. him, And 
all } now I will tell you what is meant 
m. | by Spark/es, and what by Fire, In = 
| o} 
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old Law ( as ſame of you know ) 
there was heavenly Fire kept conti- 
nually upon the Altar.of the Sanqu- 
ary, ( which ſhadowed out the Will. 
and Wiſdom of God. in his Word,) 
and there was alſo firange Fire, that: || | 
is, divers Sparkles of Men's-own I} ; 
maginationsand Conceits. Concern--þj | 
ing this, every poor Creature carties-f | 
his Tinder-box. about him, and is || « 
ever kindling of it. But ſucha Fire |} | 
much provoked God- once, and ſo ff } 
doth tiill.. So faith the Text; inf} i 
which are two things. Firſt, That Þ | 
} 
C 
y 
c 
t 


the Heart of Man will.naturally in- 
yent carnal Reaſons and Pleas againft- 
it (elf, and be fſettled:upon them. as 
upon the-dregs of a Veſlel that is at a 
bottom. Secondly, That the ifſue 
that. followetl. is fearful: For it is E 
faid, This ſhall ye have of mine Hand, 
ye ſhall Iye down in your own Serrow.f t| 
Now then; when the. Scriptures aref ;g 
clear, and Reaſons upon it evident, 
yet you will have your own De- 
vices and Ways: Thus much I muſt 
tell you, Tor (hall lie daw in Sorrow at 
lati, and. you may.thank your ſelves 
| fo 


drawn unt# Chriſt, 


) | forit. Away then with your Fin- 
- | der-boxes, abaſe your ſelves. before 
- | the Throne of Grace, and be at laſt 
11: 4 wiſe to Salvation fo nigh, 
) Ho, every one #hat dhirſteth- ( ſaith 
t: | God by his Prephet ) come and buy. 
[-. | without Money, take of the Well of the 
1-- | Water of Life, and live for ever freely. 
es. | Many a poor Miniſter, while he prea» 
is | ches the good Word of God, would 
re | fain leave his Commodity behind- 
ſo | him, while he faith, You muſt have 
inf it > and you ſhall have it 5 it is your 
at.f Portion, and: belongs of right unto 
n- | you. Thus we arefain even to force 
nt} Gcd's Favour upon you. Hereupon 
as} we befeech you to. believe, and -we 
taf entreat you for the Lord Jefus fake 
ſue} to receive Mercy, and.to humble your 
_ 154 Hearts. 
Thus we deal with you in Fa- 
therly Terms. But will you take fo 
great and ſo good a Commodity 
trom' us ? 
No, Beloved 3- many {weet Pro- 
miſes, i and: many admirable precious 
things of Grace and Salvation are re- 
yealed, but Mcnate negligent to _ 
| or 
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for themſelves : in this caſe our Mar- 
kets ſtand upon our ſelves 3 we paſs 
not to lay out any thing here to be- 


- nefit ; forme carnal Plea or other 


marrs all. This argues plainly the 
fmall Eftimation-that we have of 
Chrift.- But the poot huvgry Sinner, 
one that is apprehenſive of his own 
Weakneſs and Feebleneſ(s, Tongs till 
the Feaſt-dsy cometh, that he may 
partake of theſe-and ſuch Delicates. 
Oh how carefully-dothhe liſten, and 
how diligently doth he' attend what 
the Miniſter ſaith? And-if the Word 
come home to his \Confcience, - en- 
lightning his Heart, and reproving 
him of his ways : then he cries out 3 
Oh, 4 am in' great Trouble good 
Lord comfort me: I am full. of 
Doubts 3 good Lord relolverne; I 
am ignorantin ſpiritual things'3 good 
Eord teach me: 1 have a proud, 
ſtout, ſtubborn Heartz- goed :Lord 
humble me, He was never” better 
than 'now. Therefore take this for 
a general Rule 3-That a good Heart 
is acver better at-eaſe-than when the 
Word works moſt, and moſt biting- 


ly, 
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ly. Contrarily, a wicked greacelefs 
Perſon is-never better than when the 
Word works leaſt, or never a whit 

* | upon him. | But when he thinks the 

> & Miniſter will come cloſe to his Sore 

| and Soul, he will not be at home 

, | that day, he will be ſure to be out of 

1 & the Town, or not in place, He: 

| | knowsthe Word would awaken him, 

y © and affright him, and he cannot bear 

3. | the blow, therefore he keeps away, 
+ 
£ 
d 


and ſhuns the hearing of the Word, 
when it ſhould work to his Refor- 
mation any WAY» 


- And now for a third Help, let 3 Help. 
$S | us be marvellouſly wary and watch» 
 -Y ful that we enter not into theliſts of, 
d Fand diſpute with Satan, upon points: 
of | which are beyond the reach of Man, 
I Fas thus to ſays am not :eleted;; 
dd | therefore: God will not look . upon 
d, me to do me any good. Or, it is.a- 
rd Jvain thing for me to uſe the means of 
ter Mercy, my time of Mercy being our, 
or FOh the days of Grace that T have 
axt Blecn, when the Lord knocked (weet- 
he Þy at my Heart; and was pleaſed to. 
1g- Feveal my Sins unto me at ſuch a 
ly. © time, 
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time : but then (hatd-hearted Wretch 
that I was) I ſhut the Door upon 
him, and now he is gone and paſt, 
and now there is no hope for the 
viſit of Grace, or. that Chriſt ſhould 
return again to ſhew me any Mercy. 
If the Devil can have thee here, all 
thy Comfort is gone 3 for upon this 
ground a Man ſhall never receive reſt 


to his Soul, come what days will. 


And how can he? for if he cannot 
judg of, or know Comfort, how ſhall 
I-the Miniſter be able to give, or he 
( the Hearer ) to take it ? 


And here look as it is with a poor: 


travelling Man, one. that. falleth:a- 
org Thieves, who come and. pros 

iſe to carry him a nearer way, but 
bring him into a Wood whither no 
Paſſengers come, and there they do 
what they will unto him: fo it is 


with a poor Soul, when the Devil 


gets him intotheſe unwarranted Dif- 
putes, as it were, Jarge Wilderneſles 
of God's eternal Counſel, where are 
no. Paſſengers, and therefore he can- 
not but be void of Helps and Succour, 
and fo as that Satan may now —_ 

ciſc 
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ciſe his full Pleaſure,. and whole Ma=- 
lice, by terrifying his poor deſolate: 
| Soul. To avoid which ſiraits, ob- 
| ſerve theſe three Rules, 
| Firſt Let the Soul in this caſe 7; 
, | bear upon the Almightineſs of the 
| | Power of God, who ſaid to Abraham, OM 
s | I am God All-ſufficient, For if thou en. 37+ 
t | be perſwaded of the All-ſufficiency 
.' © of God, that affurance cannot but 
t || ſtay thee ( lipping ) from falling. 
11 & And here remember that God can 
ec || do more than thou canſi think, He 
is able, and doth thee good, though 
x. | thou know. it not, And. further, 
:» | confider that the Soul cannot doubt 
z- | of God's Will, but with that very 
at | doubt makes ſome queſtion of his 
10 | Power. This for the firſt Rule, 
lo Forthe ſecond. And ſecondly, it #2; 
is | bids check to thine own Heart for 
vil} medling with God's Secrets, and for. 
if- | prying ſo into his Cloſet of hidden 
ſes | Counſels. For no Man thould go 
arc | beyond his Bounds 3 and it apper- 
in-{ tains not to thee to look into this 
ur, | Ark of. matters. ſcaled up. Secret: py, 29.) 
ex» ([iLings' beſong t0 God, but revealed 1g, 


vhings 
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things belong to ws. And who bath 


. known: the Mind of God ? ſaith Paul. 


Mark this, you that will be climbing 


up the Ladder of Gud's eternal Pre-' 


deſiination, and going up' into the 
Skies to know what God's ſecret 


Mind'is. Keep you Stations wiſely ; 


for neither the Devil, nor all*the De- 
vils in H-1!, ever kiew the Mind of 
the Lord. When Forab crycd againſt 
Nineveb, ſaying, Within fourty days 
all you 3 that is, all you Drunkards, 
and Adulterers, and Murderers, and 
others, ſhall be deſtroyed: Mark 
here how 'the Ring reſolves; his 
Words are, Who can tell if the Lord 
will repent, and ſtay bis fierce Wrath 
that we periſh not? Therefore when 
the Devil tells thee thus much; and 


faith, God hath appointed a way to. 


Salvation, \ and you have had the 
means, and did not -profit by them, 


therefore God will never ſhew you || 
Mercy, nor give you Grace: - Fhas | 


the Devil. But how can he tell that? 


Surely all the Devils in HeR cannot 
. tell it; ay with thy ſel Let me walk 


in Fan courſe which *God hath''ap- 
pointed 
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pointed arid commanded,.': and do 


- that which I ought 3 thea-I may ſay, 
- and- with i Comfort ſay it 3 Who 


knows but God may break the Heart 
of a proud, rebellious, contrarying 
Sinner, ſuch as mine is, and ſuch as I 
am? 'None verily - but God. knows 


; whether or no. The third and laſk 


Rule follows. : 

Thirdly, therefore, mmeakite not 
the Riches . of God's Love; and the 
Sweetnels of .hts ſaving :Grace/'ac- 
cording to your:own: Congeits3! nor 


+ do you: think that:becauſe yowcangot 


conctive: it, therefore God will not 
do it, for Iſaiah faith, Let the wicked 
forſake his Way, :and the  uenrighteous 
Man' bis Thowghts 5 that: is,] All-you 
wicked ones and you that bave lived 
lewdly,. . teturn from -your: wicked 


- Ways, :and vain Thoughts 3 and he 


will abundantly ſhew Mercy. : 


8 9, 


But will the Lord pardon all my Sins, Objed, 


faith the doubting Soul ? I canuot 


think.it: If" T my ſelf were a God; I 


\ ſhould'| never paſs by ſuch intolerable 


things as baye been done by me. 


But I an{wer ; Becauſc you cannot, Anſ, 


you 


_—— 


The poor doubting Chriſtian 


Job g. 10; 


wrought: many ſtrange Miracles, the 


you think Gedeannotior-will:.not ; 
| Yes, faith the Lord, I:canabundant- 


ly pardon : for. my Thoughts. :arc 
nor your Thoughts, nor my Ways as 


' your Ways. A poorCreature thinks 


his Sins are unpardonable, - and that 
he ſhall never get aſſurance of God's 

favour or hope of his Love. But you 
are Men ſaith the'Lord, :and/have fi- 
nite Thoughts 3 but I am a God, and 
in Mercies infinite, when you think 


1 will have no Mercy. 


But were ever any ſuch received to 


* Mercy as I, faith the drooping Soul ? 


and therefore why ſhould I be the 
only Man? © 
To this I fay: when Chrift had 


Peopte faid'; there were -never an) 
ſuch things done' in Frael.- And 
therefore it is plain not to be doubt 
£d, that God can do things that ne 
ver like were done : He doth 
things paſt finding out, \and acid 
\ without number, faith 'Fok: -and there 
fore judg not either God's Power 0 
Love by thy ſcantling. | 

The be& Chriſtians are moſi Caſp 
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cious of themſelves, and none fuller 

f Doubts and Fears, than thoſe that 
have leaſt cauſe to fear or doubt that _ 
their Eſtates are broken and bad. 
Therefore Satan makes it his chict 
work to grieve and terrify ſuch. Be- 
ſides, their own diftruſiful Hearts are 
always ready to joyn iſſue with his 
falſe Reports againſt them, railing falſe 
Surmiſes againli themſe!ves, and put- 
ting Mercy from them; as if they 


' were hired by the Devil to take his 


part in pleading againſt their ownfſure 
Salvation. Therefore it is worth the 
time to hear what David faith, 


Pſal. 42. The Lord ſhall command his Pſal.q38; 


loving kindneſs in the Morning, It is a 
Phraſe taken from Princes and' great 
Men, whoſe Words 'are a Law of 


Command. For ſo God will ſend 


forth, as by a Commandment, his 
loving Kindneſs to a truly humble 
Chriſtian. As if it ſhould be faids Go, 
Love and everlaſting 'Mercy, take thy 
Commitſion3z and I charge thee go 
to that poor broken-hearted Sinner, 


.| go to that poor, hungry and thirſty 


Soul: go and proſper and prevail and 
ſtamp 


——C OC—m—_C 


Objef, 


Anſw. 


fiamp- my Love upon his Heajt, and 
Here let it ffand whether he 6 or 
' Thus the Lord charges his lo 
wo Kindneſs to do good goo 
Sinners, and by his own Almighti- 
reſs.bears up the Soul, when it is 
ready to ſink under the weighty Bur- 
den of.its many Trangreflions. _- 
But what? ſhall 1 have Mercy ? 
No, no, (faith the doubting Heart ) 
Will the Lord Jeſus accept-me? No 
ſurely. Could 1 pray 4o,: and fo, 


_ and had I theſe and theſe Parts, and 


could I - perform. . Duties after this 
and this -manver, then: there. were 
ſome hope 5 but all is contrary, and 
therefore wo and alas, there is no 
Mercy.for me,:; 

. But to anſwer. this als, Let - me 
tell thee, whoeyer. thou art, "that God 
invites. thee. in particular, as by 
name, - and that all the Sweetneſs in 
Chriſt, and in his pregious Promiſes 


.- appertain to.thy poor Soul, and thou 
- halt as great an Intercſt in them, as 


any Servant of God in the World 


' whatſoever, 
No, no, ith the trembling Soul, ſl 


A 
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I cannot believe that ſuch a Wretch as 
I, ſhall, or can go to Heaven, It 
cannot be. Heaven ſhall rather fall, 
than I come there. Thus the dil- 


couraged Sinner knocks for Mercy, 


and ſhuts the Door againſt himſelf. 
And now, when all carnal Reaſon- 


ings, and high-ſoaring Imaginatioas 
( as Paul calls them ) have raiſed up 


ſtrong holds againſt Mercy and Com- 
fort z when the Word cannot for the 
preſent ſettle Peace in the unquiet 
Soulz, God is made at laſt to cam- 
mand his loving Kindneſs, and ſend 


it with a Commiſſion from Heaven 3 


and to ſay unto'ſt, I charge you break 
open the Doors of ſuch a reluQtant 
Sinner,rend off that veil of Ignorance 


that is before his Eyes 3 fileace all his 


Doubts and Fears : And when this is 


done, I charge you go home to. that 
broken Soul, and to chear and re- 
freſh it with the ſenſe of my ſweet 
Favour. and with the aſſurance of 
my Love to fill it. 

While we were Enemies, faith the rom. 5.8. 
Apolile, Chrift died for w. And here 


the Lord ſends from Heaven toa poor 
| D milc- 
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miſerable Creature, and faith, Com- 
mend my Love, commend my Mercy 
to ſuch a diſtreſſed Soul, and tell it, 
Though it hath been an Enemy to 
me, yet Tama Friend toit. Tell it, 
Though it hath been a Traytor to 
me, I have been a good King to it, 


| Andtell it, that though it hath been 


a Rebel to me, I have yet been a lo- 
ving God to it. Tell the Man 
( whofe Heart that is ) that his Sins 
are pardoned; his Pcrſon accepted, 


and that his Soul ſhall be faved. Tel! 


him his Sighs and Groans are not loſt, 
and that his Praycrsare heard in Hea» 
ven. Let him knows that the Lord 
Jeſus dyed for Sinners when they were 
Sinners. Make all this good to his 


Soul, I charge you before you comeFy' 


back. So much for the third Help. 

\. The fourth Cure is this. - And it 
is cfpecially to be obſerved by a Chri- 
ſian above all, in his proceedings 
with himſelf'in Bar of Judgment; 
and that is : Paſs no haſty Sentence 
againſt thy ſelf, but according to the 
Evidence of the Word. If thou| art 
to: be approved, let the Word of yr 
. 0 
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doiti'and'[let the faine Word cxa- 


mine thee, if thou comelt to be exa- 
mined, If this Word ſpeak for thee, 
ng matter, though all Men- and An- 
gels {peak agaioſt thee, and if it con- 
> ot thee, no matter: who ſpeaks 
for thee ;- By it, thou riſeſt or talleſt 
to thive own Maſter. What though 
ſome wrangling Fellow fiep in, and 
will be determining Cauſes. hefore 
the -Judg comes .: ſhall. his Ward 
'ftand? No: therefore a wife \Man 
will fiay till the Judg himfelt: do 
come, and wait upon the Judgment 
of his Mouth. Deal thou no. other- 
wiſe with thine own Soul : .put not 
the eale 10 be tried by a company iof 
peevith: carnal Reaſons, but ttay til 


' the' Word ( which is the Judg ) 


come 3 and judg thy# (elf by that, 
and hold to that torthy Life, and the 
Life of thy Soul. The . Light ws that 


which manifeftetb all things, faith the _ 


Apaiite. His meanings: The Light 
off the Word; 'and the Evidence of 
.God's Truth, manifeſied to the Souls 
of God's People; Theſe properly 
-are 'the iJudges: The other arc but 
4 63 vi D 2 
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wrangling Caſes, not to/ be admitted, 
And here {cyle and feeling, grounded 
upon carnal matter, are like Foggs 
and Miſis, which make a Man in caſe 
-that he cannot ſee his way, but up- 
-on. clearing up his''State. and Condi- 
tion- is open before him 3. and then it 
is manifeſt what it is, Learn of me 
(faith our Saviour ) and you ſhall 
find reſt'to your Souls : And the Pſal- 
.miſt faith 3''T will enquire what - the 
;:Lord will ſay. So ſay: thou, I will 
not.-hearken what carnal Reaſon. will 
fayz I will hear what God faith. 
The want of this, is the cauſe why 
we have: fo many Diſtractions and 
diſquiets, and why we areftill in our 
doubtingsz even becauſe he 'that 
teacheth, and can perſwade with-us, 
is a dceluder. 

And hereof it is, that the poor Soul 
ſaith : What, ſhall I have an Inte- 
reſt in Chriſt ? ſhall I have a Title to 
the . Promiſes ? Nay,.-this belongs to 
thoſe that are broken-hearted. '' In- 
deed if I had ſuch power againft Cor- 
ruption, ſuch heavenly-mindedneſs, 
and this and that precious Grace,there 
were 
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were ſome hope 3 but Iam fo full of 
Weakneſs, and many times led cap- 
tive by ſuch a rebellious Heart, - that 
it is too apparent I never had ſaving 
Grace : nay, 1 fear I never ſhall have 
it truly wrought in my Soul, 

This you ſay, poor Soul : But who 
told you ſo? and where learned you 
that: Religion? F am; ſure you'ne- 
ver learn*d it of Chriſt, For who 
or what word tells you, if I have ſach 
a load of Corruptions, I ſhall never 
have Grace? not the Word of Chritt, 
L am ſure: wherefore 1 charge you 
bold: to the truth of the Word: 
Leara of me, faith Chriſt, and put 
not your Cauſe to be decided by car- 
nal Reaſon 3 neither regard what it 
telleth you: for if you take that way, 
and turn not back, you can never 
come to Chriſt, no way to him that 
way. Learn of the Lord Chriſt, 
( for his Word is faithful, and his 
Promiſe (ure) and there you ſhall 
had a Tower of Reſt as ſtrong as 
Mount Sox. It is that Word 
whereby we ſhall be judged at 
_ lait great Day,- when ſenfe and 
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fecling ſhall be caſt over the Bar for 
Deceivers and never come into Court 
again, And thus much of the four 
Cures. It reſts that I now propound 
fonr Rules, by which a Man may 
know how to order himſelf, and fo 
to walk, that he may keep a ſireight 
courſe by the Word, and not turn 
alide to-one hand, or other, from that 
guide of his way. And thus walk- 
ing, he may get into his hands the 
Evidencts that can aſſure him of a 
Reſt perpetual, and eſtabliſh his Mind 
with pexfe& Peace. For they work 
none Iniquity, that walk in this way. 


Rules to direfi a Chriſtian how to uſe 
the Word of God for bis Evidence, or 
Aſſurance with Peace, 


The fir of theſe Rules teacheth to 
uſe the Word of God aright : for as 
thou muſt in all things that con- 
cern thy Soul repair to the Word 
ſo thou muſt conſider thine own 
Uprightneſs by it, and ſee what 


Work is in thy Soul that-is able to 


anſwer the Word, and to teſtify that 


the | 
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the work of Grace is there. And 
here be ſure to take thy Soul at the 
belt : do not always pore upon the 
worlt that'is in it; nor upon thy Fail- 
ings, nor that that can only accuſe 
thee 3 bur if there be any thing there 
that may juſtly ſpeak for thee, negle&t 
not that. It is an Injuftlice for any 
Court to hear one fide and not ano- 
ther. The Scripture is a Text of Ju- 
ſtice, and the Lord doth not lye at 


catch with his Children, but takes' 


them at the beſt; as Roms. 4. 22, it 
is therefore faid that Abraham belie- 
ved the Promiſe, and it was imputed 
to bim for Righteouſneſs. Indeed, as 
in Gen. 12. he had ſome doubtings 3 
but God took him at the belt : and 
ſpeaks this of his Faith. So Sarab 
is ſpoken of, as of a gracious Wo- 

manz and of a pattern for Women, 
by calling her Husband Lord 3 which 
was 2 ſign of Reverence to her Huf- 
band, and an humble Heart to the 
Lord : and yet we read that ſhe de- 
rided the Meſſage of the Lord by the 
Angel: the Lord burics that, and 
only ſpeaks of that which was to 
D 4 her 
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her Commendation, and ſo took her 
at her belt too, Now as the Lord 
dealt with theſe, ſo ſhould we with 
our-fclves: whatſoever is found ſin- 
cere and upright in us, that ſhould 
we obſerve, as well as that which is 
not ſo; nay, that rather and before 
the other. If a Man ſhould have his 
Cauſe handled in -any Court of Ju- 
ftice after this faſhion 3 namely, that 
(there) ſhould only be obſerved what 
is failing in the Cauſe, and never 
that that makes for it 3 the beſt Cauſe 
that is might go to theground: there- 
fore the Court will hear all read: as 
cvery Borid or Bill that ſhall come 
in, and every matter of Agreement 3 
briefly, every thing : the cry will be, 
Let. all be read. Again, ſuppoſe a 
Man have a Bond or other Infirument 
in Court, and that the Lawyer only 
doth open and read the failings in it, 
and that which ſeems to make againſt 
the Party : If the Judg only hear that, 
how can it but go againſt that fide ? 
| Therefore that Party faith, Good 
my Lord hear all. Now when all is 
read; thoſe Deteds are corrected,and 
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halves, not throughly. So when Men , 


_ the Cauſe gdes well, which had not. 
4 | been fo, if chat” Bond or Deed, or 
hþ | other Inſtrument had been read to 
he 
d 


ſhall bring in ſo many and main In- 


y: fay, Oh what Pride and Stubborn- 
- | neſs is in my Heart! Oh how weak 
_ | am1, and dull, and dead, and back- 
2 ward to holy Duties ! Oh how care- 
+ | leſs of enjoying Communion with 
+ | God! how negligent in fifting and 
. | trying my own Heart, in watching 
_ | over my ſenſes, and mourning'in fe- 
s | crct for my daily failings! Though 
- | this were ſo, yet it Men will ſeeno 
more (and theſe too much) no mar- 
vel it they trouble their own Houſe, 
| | or if Satan by their own Words judg 
them, To: ſuctt arr one therefore 
, | I fay, All that thou 'ſayeſt may be 
| true; but art thou not troubled with 
| 

| 
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ditments againſt themſelves, and 


theſe failings? and are they not rhe 
preatelt Griet that thy Soul” hath ? 
Yes, faith the poor Soul; I confeſs my 
Heart is vexed;, and my Soul 
ved for them; and: I could be con» 1 
nt to be any thing that I'could not 
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be ſo. Now here on this lide, and 
take the beſt. For, as it 1s with a 
Man's Hand and the Staff, ſo it is here. 
I compare the Promiſe toa Staff: you 
know the back of a Man's Hand can- 
not take hold of the Staff 3 but the 
palm of his Hand can. So turn thou 
the right fide of thy Soul to the Pro- 
miſe, and then thou may'lt take by 
it: but we take not by it, becauſe 
we turn the back-fide of our Hearts 
to the Promiſe: for then, the Sonl 
ſaith, Oh my Stubbornneſs is great, 
and mine Inabilities grievous, and 
Corruptions many. But this is the 
Wrong fide 3 which will ever hinder 
thee from taking hold of the Pro- 
miſe,” But turn to the right ſide, and 
then lay, My Soul hates theſe, and 
my Soul is right-weary of them. Oh 
this. is the right ſide 3 turn to that, 
and thou art well. This tor the firli 
Rule, 

Now for the ſecond 3 and ſecond- 
ly, Labour to have thy Conſcience 
{etled and eltabliſhed in that Truth, 
which now out of the Word thou 
haſt gotten to bear witneſs of the 
wok 
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| Work of Grace in thee. For if there 


be any want of the aſſurance of God's 
Love,and if the evidence of the Work 
of Grace come not roundly jn, but 
there be ſome guilt of Sin ſtill remain- 
ing Conſcience will make new Stirs, 
and breed new Broils, and continu- 
ally move and unquiet the Heart 

Therefore as it is good to have ow: 
judgment informed by the Word, 
when we fee the Good that is in us» 
fo it is meet we ſhould make Confci- 
" ence perſuaded of it, fo as Conſcience 
may ſpeak for us, and all be made 
ſtzeight. Otherwiſe, as the Debtor 
that isindebted to many Creditors, if 
he agree not with all,or with all ſave 
one, that one miy come upon him as 
well as all the reſt-: So for the poor 
difireſſed Soul that lies at the Mercy 
of the Lord, and is ſo deep in Arrear- 
ages to the Law, that he cannot wind 
out 3 "it he labour not to ſtill Conflci- 
ence, and what is elfe againſt him, in 
every Point as wellasin ſome if he 
Icave one undifcharged, that one way 
fer his Conſcience againſt him,as well 
as an hundred. 
Tic 
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The want of this, is cauſe why 
new Suits and new Bills are daily 
put in againſt us: only becauſe Con- 
ſcience is not pacitied, nor all quiet- 
ed. And now take a poor Sinner 
that hath all his Doubts and Obje- 
ions anſwered 3 come to him, and 
ſay, Are all theſe all your Doubts and 
ObjcGions ? he will ſay, Yea. And 
are they all anſwered ? here he will 
fay, Yea too. And have you now 
any thing to ſay againſi that which 
hath been made known unto you ? 
No not now. But ſay to him a- 
gain, Did your Conſcience ſay to you, 
It is a Sin to ſay you have no Grace ? 
here he demurs and fiops, and ſays, 


fay the contrary. And now mark 


yet Conſciences puts in a new Plea, 
becauſe haply it was not fatisficd to 
the full, and in every parcel of Abcr- 
zation. 

And now come to him again, 
and ſay, You are ſometimes capti- 
vated by Sin, are you not? And are 
you 


No, I dare not ſay fo, but I rather . 


what he ſays: All the Books are croſt, þ 
and all Objections anſwered, and þ 
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' youwilling to be at God's free dif- 


poſe, and that he ſhould pluck away 
all your Corruptions, as it were 
Shackles from you, axe you not ? 
Oh, faith the poor Sinner, I muſt 
needs yield to that. Then I aftxm 
to thy Soul, that this is a Work of 
true Grace. Here ( Therefore ) let 
Conſcience be fully fatished. But 
how fatished? Thus: Cancel all 
ſelt-Accuſations, and this will quit all 
Scores, and clear the Heart, ſcatter- 
This 
will caſt out all Cavils, and all new 
Bills againſt us : For if our Conſciences 
condemn us not, then, we have Boldneſs 
towards God, We mult then fiop 
the Mouth of Conſcience that is, 


| be convinced, and agree, that it is a 
| Sin to fay, God hath not wrought 


this work of Grace in the Heart, when 
It is ſo clear he hath. For tho ſenſe 
and feeling be (as it ſometimes will 
be ) gone, yet Conſcience remembers 
the Day and Year when. the Sinner 


had a clear Evidence of God's Love, - 


and therefore ſaith, Lord thou know- 
eſt it, and thou didlt ſay out of thy 
| Word 
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Wotd at fuch a time, that the Heart 
of this poor Soul was upright and 
fincere before thee. 

And here it ſhould be with a poor 
Sinner, as with a wiſe Man, when he 
would make his Lands ſure unto him 
and his poſterity by Evidences and 
Writings ſealed : He is not content 
here only to have his Eyidences in 
his own keeping, but will have thetn 
inrolted in Chancery, ſuch a Year,and 
ſuch a Day : that if he ſhould loſe his 
Deeds, he might be ſure where to 
find them. So it ſhould be with 
the difirefſed Soul; it ſhould not 


only be willing to have all ObjeQi- 


ons to the contrary of it anſwered ; 
but it ſhould further get them recor- 
ded in the Court ot Conſcience, as 
tm Chancery that when ſenſe and 


feeling are loſt, yet it may readily go Þ 


to that High Court of Conſcience, 
and there tind the Day and Year 
when God's Love was made fure un- 
to'it, This for the fecond Rule. 

For the third : Thirdly, We ſhould 
firive, and that mightily, to have our 
Hearts over-powered with the evi- 
dence 
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'#- dence that Reaſon and Conſcience 


make good unto us3 that ſo we may 
quietly receive, and calmly welcom 
it 3 yea, and yield and ſubject our 
Hearts to the truth of it, But here 
we all flick: and there are three 
things in the Soul of a Man 3 three, I 
ſay, . that abet all theſe Quarrels and 
Oppoſitions againſt the Evidences of 


| the Word in that Man. The firſt 3 for 


1. Reaſon Objects. 2. The ſecond 3 
Then | Conſcience accuſeth. And 
the thixd 3 3, The Will of Man will 


| not ſubmit. And here we find by 


experience, that when a Man hath 
tilled Conſcience, - and filenced alt 
Reaſons to the contrary of his Peace 3 
yet ſuch is the Iron of the ſtubborn 
Heart, that nothing can bar itz but 
ſtill it maintains, and will, ſome 
gain-ſaying and ſome new quarrels 


| againſt the Truth and it (elf. Beſides, 


it keeps on foot even that that hath 
been long ago anſwered, and Jet 
down: Nay, that a Man would 
think had been buried 'in a deep Grave 
(as deep as Hell) never to rife again. 
Now in this caſe it is with a poor 
Sin- 
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Sinner, as with a Man that hath a ' 


contentious Adverſary. - Haply the 
Cauſe that they two have in Hand, 
hath been tricd'in all Courts of Law, 


and at laſt comes to the Chancery : 


And there it is concluded againſt the 
cavilling Adverſary, as in the other 
Courts 3 there all matters areas well 


Rated and ordered as a Man would | 
wiſh, and as an honeſt Man would | 
grant: Yet will not this Man, that þ 


its {o contentious, be ſo concluded, 


or ſo yield, but will to the Law again | 
with a back-Suit, and then, and up- Þ 


on that o'd Grudg, ſtake: down all 
he hath, and fel] all to his Shirt, 
His Will he will have, whatever it 
coſt him. Nor will he give over, 
till the Judg doth come to take no- 
tice of him, and fo to- caſt out his 
Cauſe with himſelf, whom therefore 
he commits to Prifon, and ſaith, Sir- 
rah, theſe matters were (all of them) 
long ago anſwered, and will you 
trouble us again, not with new Mat- 
ters, but will old Quarrels ? 

Juli ſo it is with the Heart even 


of a gracious Man- fometimes, and 
one 
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| one that is humbled in ſome mea- 


ſure 3 and could be content to yield ' 
to the commanding Power of God's 
Word, and to the witneſs of his own 
Conſcience: and therefore faith, My 
Condition is better than I thought 
it was yet there is an old proud, 
ſelf-will'd Heart (till in me3 an 


| Heart that will not be quieted nor 
| faid unto 3 but ill will be quarrel- 


ſome, and maintain the old Excepti- 
on. For though all Reaſons are well 


| confuted, and Conſcience bears wit- 
| neſs it is ſoz and the Miniſter, as 


the Judg under Chriſt, caft out the 
Cauſe: yet ( obſerve it) the. poor 
difirefſed Sinner will keep the old 
road of objecting againſt himſelf: 
And though he hath been anſwered 
fully, and to every point, not many 
hours before 3 yet he keeps old matters 
{till freſh, and out of the Salt, till they 
yicld a foul Scent to all that come 
within the hearing of them. And 
thus, even when a Man would think 
he ſhould not dare to come in _—_ 
with ſuch old caſhiered ſiuff; 

that proud ſclf-willd Heart will Ne 
doing 
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doing flill 3 nor will yield or give 
over. Have we not juſt cauſe then 
to labour our Hearts fo far as to get | 
them over-powered with the Autho- Þ} ar 
rity of the Truth concerning what-. || '0 
ſocves God reveals to them for their | M' 
good? Oh therefore, poor Soul, do Þ| fo 
not reje& the evidence which God |} de 
makes known, and paſſeth upon thee Þ of 
for thy ſure Welfare eternally. Do |} {6- 
not, becauſe thou haſt not that Com- þ W 
fort that thou would'ſt, reject} all 3 | t 
as if thou would*ſt have none at all. 
So then the fault here is not properly 
becauſe thou canſt not, but becauſe 
thou wilt not receive the Promile : 
and this is that that fo wracks and 
torments thy Spirit; this is that 
which breeds the Quarrel fo hard to 
be compounded 3 and hence it is, 
that when Reaſon is fatished, and 
Conſcience convinced, yet the Soul 
is perplexed ſtill. For pat this Que- 
flion to it, and ſay unto itz Are you 
perſwaded that the Lord hath done 
you this good, that he will ſhew 
an everlaſting Mercy to your Soul ? 
and it will ſay no 3 and that all the 
Worlc 
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World ſhall not perſwade it of thar. 
Miniſters are merciful ( will ſuch a 
diftempered Soul fay ) and Chriſtians 
are charitable, and loth to diſpleaſe 
too much, or to diſcourage one''in 
my caſe, or do to me as I ſhould do 


to them : but did they know me in- 
deed, they would never think thus. 


of me : certainly I ſhall never find it 
ſo. What? have I Grace? all the 
World ſhall never perſwade me to 
it, Mark what I ſay: This is meet- 
ly thy Pride and Selt-willedneſs, that 
will not receive that good which 
God is willing to = thee, But 
repent, or this Pri 

Heart will coſt thee dear, one day I 
wiſh not. 


But ſome will ſay, How can you Obje@. 


make this Pride ? we are ever com- 
plaining of, and condemning our 
ſclves3 And can this be Pride ? 


Yes, I fay, ( and mark what 1 4Anſw. 


lay ) it is intolerable Pride againſt 
the Majeſty of Heaven: and this I 
make good by theſe two things. 
For, firſt, for a Man to follow his 
own Conceits and Selt-willednefs 
againlt 


of thy a —- 
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ſon, and the witneſs of the Servants 
of God, and . his own Conſcience, 
cannot but be pride. 

Secondly 3 And for a Man, becauſe 
he hath not what he would, to be 
(therefore) off the Hinges fo, as to 
throw, away all: God's Kindneſs, and 
to deny the Grace that is given him: 
And this becauſe the cannot be Con- 
queror as he defiresz is net this 
Pride ? That meaſure of Mercy which 
God hath already ſhewed to thy Soul, 
is incomprehenſible, beyond Man's 
reachz and yet becauſe thou canſt 
not have what thou would'ſt, thou 
wilt have nothing at all. Juſt as ifa 
Man that hath the Law on his ſide, 
and his Eſfiate ſetled on him, fhould, 
becauſe his Evidences are not writ- 
ten in great golden Letters, nor in 
the largeſt Royal Paper, throw all a- 
way. This is your caſe: for fo you, 
becauſe you have not ſo much 
Grace, or with (uch a {weetne(s as 
you would, you deny you have any. 
But have you no Humility, becaule 
none to your Mind, or not fo much, 
of 


The poor doubting Chriſtian 
againſt the Truth, the force of Rea«' 


p 


\, «\drawn unto Ghriſt, 


erm A. a 


_——— 


or not in ſuch a manner as you require? 
Oh Pride 3 and Pride in the highefi 
degree ! 

Theſe things confider'd, labour to 
bring your Hearts more down in a 
holy Subjedion to God's meaſure and 
time. - And think it your Duty, as 
well to 'receive Comfort when God 
offers it upon good terms, as to do 
any Duty commanded, And know 
that it isas truly a Sin ( thoughoof a 
higher fize) to: reje& Mercy when 
God offers it, as to killa Man, which 
God hath forbidden. | 1 ſay, Not as 
much 3 for I know there is odds 
in the degree.  Therefore:you ( the 
Saints of God )'ithat have-been thus 
peſier'd, and thts - poſſeſt to become 
your own Enemies, remember (when 
your Hearts begin thus to ſlide away) 
to take.yout Hearts unto you, and 
not to give them the Reigns at ſuch 
deſperate :\Concluſions' againſt God 
and Conſcience... Deat- efter' with 
you Souls, and ſay; Go0d Lord,' this 
is the proud unyielding Diſtemper of 
this vile Heart of *mine;' - For, what 
would" I have? -Is not God vor 
clear 
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clear in this point, and my Conſcie 
ence ſatisfied ? Do not the Miniſters 
of God athrm my ſtate to be good? 
and ſhall I thus diſhonowur God, and 
ſlight them ? 

But what faith the poor Soul to 
this.? Muſt I cat mine own: Words? 
Maſt I ay and unſay? fay I have 
Grace, when before I aid, I had 
none ? 

Yes and be thankful too to God 
that you may fay fo. Is it not bet 
terfor you to croſs your ewn Flelb, 
than to croſs God's Spizix ? Take no 
tice of 'this,, and fear 1e& that proud 
and peeviſh Soul of yours (which 
BOW, refuſeth Confolation when {God 
offers it.) be forced to: fare a4 a Mar 
that cats; his own ,Fleſh; and: fo to 
cony; upon her Knees for, Comfort, 
and get none to her dying day, For 
though Gog; will ſave you at laf, 
yet (mean while) you Thall haves 
Hell zpon Earth before: shinbe 11: 

One; wppld (bave! theught ot hat 
been gear Humility in Peter tp xefub 
0: Jet ,Chrit}, af | þi7: Fe@ 5/tbut:itt 
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leſs; therefore Chriſt takes him up 
roundly for it ( which is indeed, the 
only way to cure ſuch a Diſtemper 
df as this) If I waſh thee not, thou haſt ſohn 13; 
no part inme. If you will needs have 5, 9. 
your own way, and humonr your 
ſelf, and will not be perfwaded 
you may go down to Hell in the 
mind. Peter might have pauſed 
here, and taken Breath, but did not: 
his ftout Stomach quickly came 
down, and he preſently faid, Then, 
Lord, not only my Feet, but my Hands, 
and Head, and all. It is the Humili- 
ty of a good Heart, to take what God 
offers. Moſt Chriftians think they are 
humble-hearted, when yet they are ſo 
far proud, as to give way tothis fut- 
len Diſpoſition. © Therefore labour tb 
"Xt, over-maſter this over-ſoaring Heart 
Falk of thine, with the Authority of the 
at,j Word of God 3 and be ſine to rective 
af Mercy while 'God' offers fr; left he © 

: | Graw in, and take away the Comfort 
of his Spirit from thee; ' and make 

thee go howling and'roaring to thy 
K} Grave, Tho he bring the'to Hea- 
ven in the end 3 yet thou may*(thave 

| an 
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an uncomfortable Hell before thou 
.comeli thither. | 

Rule 4. . So for the third Rule, the laſt fol-ſ 
loweth. The laſt . Rule is this: I 'f 
Maintain the good Work which thy Il 3 
'Heart hath ſubmitted unto, and keep} ft 
It as the beſt thing in thy Houle, and © 
(of Treaſure) the beſi under Heaven, Þ Þ: 
And then, when thou haſt by it ob-Jj 4 
tained certain Evidence that thy E- 
ſtate is good 3 hear nothing againſt it, I fu! 
but ſick faſt to it, as to thy Life. Re-J£ 9 
gard nothing ( what is not. in the thi 
Word) to the contrary of: that Evi ! 
dence of thy Salvation 3 that I mean, 1" + 
which thou haſt been perſwaded of byÞ = 
the, Word of Truth. And here, if Sa-}Þ *h 
tan or carnal Reaſon have any thing ©! 
to.ſay: againſt thee, let them bring 
Scripture, and then yield to it in the hat 
trueſenſez but without the Word hear! 
nothing. | Look as it is with a Man's 
that is at law for Lands; if he have 
His Adverſary on.the hip, and have Ho 
parien ſome. Adyantage againſt him, 
the will keep him there,'and hold hing 
to the point. So do thou in a better 
caſe. For, if a Man will follow «$99! 

very 
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yvery' wranglivg Lawyer at every im- 
pertinent quillet or out-lap, he mult 
j. | never look for an end of Jawing : and 
it is the faſhion of many Atturneys, 
y | rather to breed Quarre!s, chan to kill 
pl them in the Conception. .Soin this 
4 || caſe, he that will quarre] where he 
1, | may reſolve, {hill never have done. 
;.þ And thercfore hold to the main 
'.Þ point, Deal witif Satan as with a 
+ | (ubtil Adverſary that is full of Wiles 
e. | and Fetches. It, is the cunning of 
ne | the Encimny to lead you afide: and he 
i. | will have many Vagaries, if you be 
nina good Way, to bring you out; 
by | Put be ſure to hold co that Truth 
2. which you have reccived trom the 
ng | evidence of the Ward, and the wit- 
ng nels of Conſcience, When .a Man 
heff hath gotten ſome Comfort, then the 
ar Devil begins to play the Lawycr in 
an *s or the like manner, 


vel How: the SagzYbeirg tenpted, may an- 
m, ſwcr Satan's Accnf.. tions, 
im : 


ter} Doelt thou not ſee how weak and "'" "0ny 
; e-MP20r thou- art? how dcſiitute of all. 
all E ſaving 
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Sinner, 


" Satan. 


Sinner; 


Satan. 


Sinner, 


84tsn, 


ſaving Grace, and how contrary ers 
walkelt to God ? 


It is true (ſaith the Soul) yet it is 
as true that he that confeſſeth and 
forſaketh his Sin ſhall tind Merey. 


But (faith the Devil ) doeſt thou 
not {ce that thou art full of Pride and 
Weakneſs, and ſecretly unwilling to 
come to Duties ? 


It is true ( faith the: Soul ) Iam 
ſo, yet I hate, and defire to forlake 
this way, and therefore ſhall find 
Mercy 3 the Word faith fo. 

But ( faith. the Devil ) are you of 
God's Counſel ? ſecret things belong 
to God. 

Indeed (faith-the Soul) I know not 
what God's ſecret Will is 3 yet that 1 
know, that the Word ſaith 3 which 
is, He hath no Pleaſure in the Death of 
@-Sinner, but invites ih daily to 
come unto. him, 

But (faith the Devil ) many c0- 
zen themſelves: Mercy is as a black 
Swan, 2 Tare Bizd 3 and-few obtain 
Its 


ou 
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it : and why (then) may not you be 
cozened as well as others ? | 

But--( ſaith the Soul) the Lord Sinner, 
will not cozen- me, and the Lord 
knows. my Heartz and: the Word 
knows what the Lord: knows. - 

But -( faith the Devil:) may not 
uÞ you be:deceived in the Letter of the 
df Word? the Word is true indeed 
0 Þ but how know you that you rightly 

apply it, and that the Word and your 
Heart fute together ? 
m Why: ( faith the Soul ) I deſire as ' "FRenn 
c || carneſtly to- have my Sin purged, as ] 
1d 1 do to have it pardoned. 1 know 
my Heart by the Word, and to the 
of Þ Word I repair 3' and the Lord knows 
gf that I hate all Sin inwardly, and 
reform it outwardly, to my weak 
ot Þ Power.z andi' therefore I know I 
t I'F ſhall tind Mercy. Shew me a place 
MY of. Scripture - that Caich 1 do not 
of  righely -apply the Word, and I be- 
(0F lieveid5! but 4 will not believe thee 3 
for thou art,/ 'as thou waſt from the 
c0-Y begivning, a-Lyer. Thus hold to the 
ack} Word; and the Devil-will be tired, 
any weary, and: leave thee keep you 
= E 2 here 
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here, for if he catch you a wandring 
after ſenſe and feeling, you are gone, 
The Praphet fſaich: Thou throxgh 
thy Commandments haſt made me 
wiſer :than- my Enemies, for they are 
ever with me. 
Experience and the Fleſh, and car- 
nal Reaſon, and the World are wiſe 
too: but bleſſed be .our God that 
makes every ;poor ignorant Servant 
of his wiſer than all theſe, But 
how ? the Word muſt ever be in your 
hands, and the Meditation of it. in 
your Hearts: it muſt be always with 
you 3 and you muſt keep it with you 
daily: for that will make you not 
to know only what. is amiſs, but 
to get ground againſt Corruption, 
and whatſoever elſe may hinder 
your Peace with God and with your 
ſelves. 

Satan deals in this caſe with the 
Soul, as the Enemies in War : when 
Zoſhna defeated the Men. .of. Ai, he 
got them ont of the City and thei 
they that lay in ambuſh went and 
took it, and burnt it with Fire, So 


the Devil doth. Our Caſtle or City 
| | is 


\ 


J 


Satan is wiſe by .long þ 
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is the Promifes, the Word and Or- 
dinances of God ; Now if the De- 
vil can but get you cut of this'Ca- 
ſtle, he hath you where he would: 


| if you will look after every Bird that 


flies, and liſten''aſter every Word of 
carnal Reaſon and Temptation that 
comes, you arc gone : It he can get 
you: from the ſure Hold of the Pro- 
miſe, he will entangle you in his 
Snare of Unbelicf, and fo prevail a- 
gainſt ' you, 2 | 

Little Children, if ye abide in God's 
Commandments, ye abide in God, faith 
the Apoſile, "As if he had ſaid, Chil- 
dren, -your Enemies are many, and 
great, and cunning, 'therefore keep 
home, and within the Walls of your 
ſure hope, and then you are well, 
whatſoever Weather is up. Iris the 
faſhion of Parents, if their Children 
ran abroad'and catch a knock; to'tell 
them that they are well enough ſer» 
ved 3 you might have kept at r:me 
when you had warning. So Hrre. 

The iffue' of the Point is this : 
Judg thy Soul by the Word,and lock 
upon that ſacred Piece in the Glaſs of 
| E 3 it 
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it ſelf : And here, let it bear witneſs 
for thee: and what the Word of 
God doth evidence to thee, that do 
thon maintain, and hear nothing a- 
gainftit, This is the way to receive 
confiant Comfort, and the way to go 
on chearfully in thy Chriſtian courſe, 
Let Quarrels, Troubles, and Tem- 
ptations come, yet keep thoſe with- 
in the Doors. and reft thy ſelf upon 
the Riches of that Grace that is in 
Chriſt Jeſus. . Then you may be for 
ever comforted,:and go ſinging to 
Heaven, and merrily to your Graves, 
though you meet with never ſo ma- 
ny Temptations and Oppoſitions, 
croſling your way. 


Now follow ſome means to obtain an In- 
tereſt in the Promiſes. 
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Tt reſieth that T ſhew you ſome 
-means whereby a Man may. ſoim- Þ / 
prove his time, that at laſt he may © 
obtain this bleſſed Eltate of being Þ a 
merry in the Loxd. The means are Þ þ 
four. But before I begin with them, Þ y 


you muſt firſt know that we my at 
uſe 


{ 
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uſe the means, and yet'find no means 
under Heaven to do it, except God 
ſtrike the Stroke. You mult there- 
fore wait upon God, and the Spirit 
of God in the uſe of the means for 
this matter, by believing rightly to 
your aſſurance, . For, fo the Text 
faith, To yort it is given to believe; it 
muſt be given therctore : and Faithis 
the free gift of God. It is God then 
that maſt do it 3 who yet will not do 
it without us,. being reaſonable Men 
2nd Women inthe power of willing. 
Again, the Lord afforls tis means 3 


yet not to uſe them, and give him 


the ſlip- And here it is a good 
fayingz Let the Lord do what he 
will, and let us do what we ſhould, 
We muſt not think when we have 
the means, that we can get Faith pre- 
ſently: for, as Pau! faith, The ſame 
Power that raiſed up Feſis from the 
dead, muſt make us able to believe ; 
or elſe a!l the Angels in Heaven, and 
all the Miniſters on Earth, and all the 
help that Men and Means can give us, 
will do us no good, Now the Mcans 
are of divers kinds: as, hearing 
| E 4 and - 
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and Praycr, and Sacraments, which 
are the Conduits from which God 
communicates Faith. But I let them 
paſs, and faſten upon thoſe which 


. arc needful for feeble Chriſtians, to 


the bringing of them into this bleſſed 
Eſtate of rightly believing. And 
theſe are ſuch as follow. 

Firſt; We mult, as much as in vs 


lies, labour to pull away all thoſe Þ 


carnal outward ſiays that the Soul 
leans upon, and all other like Suc- 
cours, and whatſoever Contentment 
It is, which a poor Sinner doth betake 
himſelf to, as to his Refuge, for Relicf 
and Helpz that when all theſe are 
taken from us, we may be forced to 
go for Succour thither, where right 
Succour is to be had. It is a thing 
natural to us al), even from our hilt 
Parents, a deſire to have the Staff in 
our own Hands, and to be able to 
ſupply our ({:lves of all Neceſſaries, 
without being beholden to others, 
or tO any. 

Now therefore the way to make 
the Soul ro lean upon Chrili, is, 


to pluck away all thoſe deceiving 


Props. 


) 


s- 
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Props, The laſt thing we flye unto, 
is the Promiſe - which it: we could 
find good any where elfe than in 
Chriſt, we would never go to him 
for it. - God hears laſt of us -and 
therefore here w2 ſhould do with 
our ſelves, as the Enemy doth with a 
City bclieged, when he would make 
the Iuhabitants, or thoſe that keep 


| it, fo yield 3 The way he fakes is to 


famiſh them, to cut off all Provition, 
and {top all Paftfages, fo that none 
can come to relieve then 3 then they - 
prefently yield themſe'ves to the 
Mercy of the: Aſſailant: fo it is with 
our Nature. Ard f.cing it is: fo - 
that we are {ii} trutting to ourown 
Strengths, and relying wpon fome 
thing our of own, the bett way were 
to famiſh the Heart, by cutting off all 
the Means and Comforts whereby 
the ſame is ſuccourcd, and quicted  - 
but not rightly in Chriſt. For when 


-the Heart is thus familſhed, it will 
-then feck out to a Saviour, and there 


be, becauſe there is no other thing 
or means otherwiſe. to help it. - 


E- 5: The 


"} 


164 The poor doubting Chriſtian {| 
I) — — 6 
| Mat. 5, The poor Woman in the Goſpel 
; 36137. had ſpent all her Goods upon the 
| Phyſicians 3 and if ſhe had had but 
+ a little means left, yea, but one Far- 
thing token ( for any thing I know, 
| or doth appear) ſhe would never 
+ have gone to Chriſt : But when all 
theſe failed, then ſhe was forced to 
ſeck to Chriſt, that was ready and 
willing to do that for her, and more Þ 
than ſhe deſired. Our Souls muſt Þ | 
| have ſotnething to bear upon 3 and Þ 
1 they -cannot ſubſiſt without ſome Þ 1 
J under-Props, Hereupon therefore, Þ | 
when all our carnal Hopes are taken Þ 1 
't from us, we ſtay (as we mult needs) Þ t 
| upon the Promiſe, becauſe we have ſÞ I 
; nothing elſe to reſt upon. Yet it isÞ } 
c 

k 

fk 
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Ks, not required ( though I thus ſpeak) 
_ that a Man ſhould caft away all out- 
ward Comforts, fuch as God affords 
him for the interim here, Oh no: 
but only this ; That ( though hep t 
have much this way ) yet that hela-JÞ i 
bour to get his Heart to ſee and ac- v 
knowledg the inſufficiency and no-f C 
thingneſs of them all, till he have tl 
the ſuperlative Comfort, _— | p 
ove 
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bove allz and not to repoſe in thern 
(having them.) as ſome do, making 
them our whole Contentment, and 
ſole Reſt : For then they are but Iy- 
ing Vanities, and 'broken 'Staves, 
which will not only cozen us, but 
picrce us too, and that deeply. 


And now when the Soul ſeeth 
that theſe things cannot ſuccour it, . 


but lay it in worſe caſe 3 a Man will 
then be content to have his Heart di- 
vorced from them. . And here it is 


with the Soul as it was with Noah's. 


Dove, when the Ark began to reli 


upon the Mountain of Ararat : Noah + 
then ſent out the Dovez but the. 
Dove fonnd no reſt for the ſole of ber 


Foot. No queſtion there were many 
dead Carcaſes- to ſettle upon 3-but 


the Dove found no reſt, till ſhe came - 


to the Ark again. So when a Man 


finds no reſt in. any thing the Crea--. 
ture_ affords, and can get no foot-- 
ivg for the Soul there to ſtay it (elf. 


upon 3 then it betakes it ſelf to 
Chriſt the Ark, and goes home to 
the Promiſe, and rclis there, and cx- 


pects from thence what is needful. 
tor , 
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' for it, As (therefore) in the Art 


of Swimming 3 he that will ſwim, 
n,uft pluck his Feet from the bottom, 
and commit himſelf to the Stream 
to bear him up: fo in this our-pur- 
roſe to Heaven, we mult draw cur 
Hearts from theſe vain things below, 
and theſe from them 3 and though 
we have Honour and Preterments, 
yet we muſt put no Contdence in 
thcm, but pluck our Aﬀections, as it 
were Fect from them, and learn by 
our believing to con:mit our (c]ves 
wholly to the power of the Promile, 
and thence to receive Contfort, and 
permanent abiding, 

Let not the Gods of this World, 
then, as Honour, and. Profit, and 
Pleaſure*, dFercive thee. Did the 
Pride of Pharaoh's Heart deliver 
him ? Did the Riches of the rich Man 
in Hell fave him? Did Herod's Ap- 
plauſe that he had, do him any good? 
Did theſe Gods fecure them ? nay, 
have they not left them in the Iurch? 
Therefore let us take our Hearts off 
from theſe things, and ( in compari: 
fon to thoſe of out bctter Lite) _w_ 4 

: 


Pom fo tos ** £ 6% owes 1 


© »*y fog 


I” "0 


| — 


drawn unto Chriſt. 


baſe eſteem of them, and lee (o great 
a Vanity and Emptincſs, and Inſuth- 
ciency in them all, that we may be 


forced to ſeek to Chriſt, and fay as 


David, Help, Lord ; for vain is the 
Help of Man. Labour we further to 
ſee the privy pragks of our own 
Hearts, and: to hunt out all thoſe 
n:azes, and turnings and windings 


" of our ſubtile Souls : for here it is 


wondertul to ſee how the Soul is 
ready to hang her Comforts upon e- 
very Hedg, and to ſhitt and ſhark in 
every by-corner for them. Now 
when thou ſeeſt thy Heart tius ſeek- 
ing Comfort in vain helps, call it 
from them, 2nd them pluck away, 
and up by the roots, and fee the Em- 
ptincſs of them :; tt.en will thy Heart 
be fit and ready to make out to Chiitt, 
And this for the tilt Means. 
Secondly 3 Therefore when this is 
done, there is in ſome part, ſome way 
made for the Promiſe to come into 
thy Soul; therefore labour thou in 
the ſecond place, to have thy Aeart 
poſſeſſed thorowly, and perſwad- 
ed cfually of the fulneſs of that 
| good 
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good which is in the Promiſe, and | E 
of that ſatisfactory. Mercy and free- Þ V 
neſs of the Grace that is in Chriſt, | 7 
ſo that the Soul may be eſtabliſhed WM #/ 
with that full. Content which is to be Þ #/ 
had in the Riches of the Promiſe, But I <l 
tmark what I'ſayz Let us perſwade I of 
our Hearts firſt; and not content © n( 
our ſelves that we are able to diſpute Þ} lu 
ſomewhat fully of the Excellency of ſy H 
the Promiſe, and of thoſe Riches in MW Fa 
it, through the free: Grace. of God I ret 
in Chritt, For, what is it to pur- th 
poſe that the Heart knows this, and Þ@ Pr 
knowing it, to be ſo fore-fiall'd, that as 
it can never come to the Promiſe? Þ en 
Therefore lcave not thy Heart till it Þ all 
"come to value the Promiſe by that Mz 
that the Word ſpeaketh of it in a Lo 
true account. I ſay, Leave not thy pre 
Heart, till thou ſee the promiſe of |. Ex 
Grace moſt beautiful in thine Eye, 1 / 
-'and that thy Heart may get ſome ecar-B (fa 
\n«ft touching the Goodneſs of God, my 
and the Riches of his Grace towards of n 
thee by the ſame, And here bring thy But 
Heart to know and ſee, that the Pro-E of 
mile is better than all the Riches and nec 
Honours 
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Honours that thou canli have, or the 
World can betiow : for ſo we read; 
They that know thee, will truſt in —_ 
thee, for thou, Lord, baft never failed © 91%: 
them that ſeek, thee. If thou know--. 

eſt and wilt believe this, this kind 

of Knowledg and Perſwalſion can- 

not but breed Conhdence and Reſo- 

lution, and ( conſequently ) quiet the 

Heart, We dare truſt a Friend whoſe 
Faithfulneſs we have tried 3 and we 

reſt upon that which we. know by 

the ſure Card of Experience, The 
Promiſes of God are (all of them ) 

as true as Goſpel, Seck from one 

end of the Heaven to the other; turn 

all the Bible over, and (ce if ever any 

Man leaned on the Promiſe, and the 

Lord did not perform what he had 
promiſed for the good of his Soul. 


. Except the Lord had been my Delsght, 


T ſhould have periſhed in my Troubles, Plal. 119. 
(faith David, ) My Fleſh faileth, and AC 

my Heart alſo; but thou art the Strength ,,_ _ 
of my Heart, and my Portion for ever. 

But here lies a greac matter, a Work 

of marycllous difficulty and great 
neceſſity 3. and thereture, that thy 
Heart 
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Rule 1. 


improve 
the Pro- 
nrifes for 


tic, 


leave to it, andlong after it. Do Ho- 


Heart may fit down ſatisfied with 
the ſufficiency of the Promiſe. I will 
propound three Rules how the Pro- 
miſe may be improved and conduce 


to thy ſingular Benefit here and here- 


after. 
For the firſi of theſe Rules: La- 


How to -bour daily to preſent thy Soul a 


greater good in the Premiſe, than 
thou canti fee any where elſe, It is 


our Bene- a Man's Skill, (and it (hould be h's 


Endeavour ) daily to dog his Heart, 
and to look what it is that the Heart 
defires moſt; and accordingly to 
preſent the greateſt grod unto it. 
And what may that be? even that 
which hath more of Contentment in 
it, than any thing clſe in the World. 
And here, we ſhould deal with our 
Hearts as Men will with a corrupt 
Juſtice, when be would have him 
to be on his fide: thexe, the only 
way is to bribe him, but though 
this be finful-in this caſe, yet it ts 
good to bribe (as it were) the cor- 
xupt Heart with the Goodneſs of 
the Promiſe 3. that ſo the Heart may 


nous, 
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nours, or Riches, or the applauſe of 
Men, or any carthly Pleaſures offer 

thee Content and SatisfaQtion ? then 
perſwade thy Heart there is a greater 
worth in the Promiſe, than can be 

had in all them. For here is an ex- 
ceeding weight of Glory: and he that 

hath it ſhall be made a King, and 

ſhall have that Glory that will zever 

fade. Further, doth thy Heart han- 

ker after earthly Joy and Mirth ? 

thou ſhalt find more Joy in the Pro- 
miſe, than in the cracking of theſe 
Thorns. Doth thy Heart hanker 
after - Riches? tell thy Heart that 
there are znſearchable Riches in Chrift, 

and that through him, we have Title 

to all the Promiſes of this Lite and a 

x Þ better. We know that he that offers 

2 Toft for the Bargain hath it : there- 

fore we ſhould obſerve the goings 

© out of our Hearts, and what offers 

hÞ arc made to give them the bett con» 

is tent, and with fuch to preſent them. 

+ | This the Promiſe doth; and this 

ofÞ with a greater good in God, than 

ay} '2 all things in the World belide, 

o-ff Thereforez Oh the height and depth, 
and 
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and length and breadth of the Love of 
Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge ! 

The conlideration of ſo much, 
ſhould not only work a longing af- 
ter Chriſt, and the Promiſe 3 but fill 
our faces with ſhame and confuſion, 
that ever we ſhould ſet fo light by 
| ſuch riches of Mercy, and walk un- 
worthy of ſo'great Salvation. Could 
we comprehend the unmeaſurabl 
dimenſions of God's Love and Good- 
neſs revealed' in his Word 3 O how 
would' our Hearts be enflamed to- 
wards him ? Wheh the Sinher 
thinks thus with "himfelf 3 -1 that 
have done all that T could againſt 
good a God, that my Heart even 
bleeds to think of it, there was no 
Name under Heaven that I tore in 
pieces more, or ſo much as God's 
Name 3 his Wounds, and Life, and 
Heart-Blood I have rent and torn 1 
thouſand times. Nay, there was n0 
Command in theWorld that my Soul 
ſo much deſpiſed, as the Command 
of the Lord Jeſus. There was no Spl- 
rit which ever ſpake to me, which | 
ſo much r:ſiſted as the Spirit of ” 
Al- 


f 
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Almighty. Oh how many ſweet 


Motions hath the Lord let: into my 
Soul, thereby to force me from my 
Courſes ſo baſe, and Practices fo ſin- 
ful? By how many Mercics hath he 
allured me» by how many gracious 
Promiſes hath he invited me 3 by how 
much of his Goodneſs provoked me 
to forſake my Sins, and to turn unto 
him ? But I, have flown in the Face 
of his Miniſters, and bleſſed Spirit, 
and rejected all terms of Reconcilia» 
tion, If I had lien in a Dungeon, 


and been plagued with Tortnerits all 


my Life -time, yea, though 1 could 
have had another World full of Miſc- 
ry to live in, I ſhould count it infinite 
Mercy, fo the Lord would paſs by my 
ſinful Miſcarriages, and pardon theſe 
inward Infurrecions. 

But that God ſhould ſend his dear- 
eſt Son to love me, and that fo in- 
comparably, and ſo unconceivably as 
that I cou'd not poſlibly hate him fo 
much, as he loved and affected me ; 


; Mthat I could not ſo exceed in Unkind- 
Wncſs towards hirg, as he hath exceed- 


ed in tender Kindneſs towards me 3 
What 


What a Love is this * What unkind- 
neſs for ſo great Love? Were it not 
righteous with God, never to ſpeak 
Comfort more to thy Soul, that have 
ſo lightly eſteemed his Promiſe, and 
ſweet word of Comfort ? Had it not 
been juſt with him now to fit at the 
catcth, and to take all this ( as he 
well might ) foran advantage againlt 
me? Was it not juſt that I; which 
lived in Sin, ſhould have periſhed in 
my Sins? and as juſt that I who 
have ſo much loved Corruption, 
ſhould have reaped: the bitter -Fruit 
of it, long'ere this? But that the 
Lord ſhould find an 'Enemy, 'and not 
lay him-;5 nay, that he ſhould give 
his beloved Son out of his own Bc- 
ſorre to ſave him, is a Love not to 
be expreſied. Oh the beight of this 
Mercy beyond all defire or thought! 
Oh the breadth of this Mercy, 4 
breadth without any bounds! Oh 
the length of this Mercy, a length be 
yond all times ! Oh the depth of this 
Mercy, a Profundity beyond all Exe 
preftion ! 

Labour here ( therefore ) to have 
accels 
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acceſs to the. Promiſe, and to bring 
thy Soul unto.it. Here ſpeak a good 
Word for it, and {ay 3 Stand off Pro- 
fits, and Pleaſures, and Preferments 
room for the Lord Jeſus Chriti, Thus 
ſpeak, and ſet a peerleſs moſt excel- 
lent Price: upon the: Promiſe : and 
be Cure of this ( for it is aſure Rule ) 


whatſoever the Soul doth account as- 


beſt, that it will chuſe, and leave all 
others for it, Therefore: if the Soul 
could once out-bid the World, and 
out-ſhoot the Devil in his own Bow, 
and put by all thoſe things which 
the Devil caſts as rubs -in itgway of 
coming to. the Promiſe 3 this labour 
would be a Work. of great: gain, and 
uſher in the Promiſe it {elf For ex- 
ample, as thus.: when thou feeft thy 
Heart look after Friends 3 let thoſe 
Friends uſher the way to think on 
the infinite Love and Favour of God 
In.” Chritt, that Friend, as he calls 
bimſelf :. and when-thy Heart would: 
bunt -.after Wealth, let: this uſher a 
way tothe Promiſe, and fay, It the 
Heart find:ſuch .content in Riches, - 
what ſhould it find in the _ 
God's 
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God's Grace in Chriſt !! And thus 
preſent a greater good from the Pro- 
miſe than any, from any thing elſe; 
and thou dealeſt ſafely and well for 
thy ſelf. This for the firſt Rule. 
The ſecond Rule is 3 . Labour to 
bring thy Heart to this, That all the 
things in. the World without the 
Promiſe are nothing: and that if 
thou hadit all that the Earth can af- 
ford, and not it, thou haſt gotten but 
the Wind, or that which will a- 
ther be a Curſe unto thee than a Blet- 
ſing: For, Faith is the ſubſtance of 
things haped for. It gives @ kind of 
being and ſubſiſtence to all. So that 
there is. no ſubliſtence- in Honour or 
Riches, if they; ſubfiſbnot by Faith 
and without Faith. they are Cloggs 
and: Snares: to. us, 'no- Helpers 3 ex- 
cept Faith give them» their. Denomi- 
nation, and a Blcfling therewith, they 
are... poor and cmpty- things. | Our 
Prayers, .if they want Faith: it»; the 
Promiſe, are Prayers'of no fubſtance; 
Words, .and  notbing; elſe.-:: \On the 
other ſide, the moſb broken-and chat- 
tering Prayers of a poor Soul,.. when 
2 24 n 
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2 poor Creature can ſcarce utter hive 
Words with any ſ\.nſez yet theſe 
(how weak ſoever )- mingled with 
Faith, are a very powerful Prayer. 
So all your hearing, and my preach- 
ing hangs upon- Faith otherwiſe 
they are but loſt Labour, wanting 
that that gives a kind of being to 
whatſoever I ſpeak, or you hear, 
This for the ſecond Rule. 

The third Rule in this ſecond of 
the means, is this : Labour to ac- 
quaint thy Heart with that good, 
which the Promiſe promiſeth 3 and 
this, before carnal Reaſon comes and 


poſſcſes thy Heart, Remember here- 


that the Promiſe is moſt{ure, and will 
come when it ſha)l be moſt ſeaſfona- 
ble, and beſt for thee, 'and when God 
ſees it moſt fit 3 for then, we ſhall moſt 


certainly have it. * Let us therefore come Heb.4-16. 


boldly to the Throne of Grace, that we 
mey receive Comfort and Mercy in time 
of need, Not when we ſee it fit, but 


when God- ſees it fit and profitable. 


But this it is which carries away many. 
Sometimes they are a little affected: 


God's 


with-the excellency- of the-Riches of 


Ins 
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Got's Grace in Chriſt, and ſeeing 
what great. things the Lord hath 
done for their Soul, they ſay 3 © 
that I were ſuch a one3 and O that 
I might dic the death of the Righte- 
ous! But when it comes fo to pals 
that, they have not what preſently 
they expe, then they caft away 
their Hope 3 and then the good Pro- 
miſe of GOD -being out of re- 
queſt, the Devil preſently ſteps in and 
wonderfully prevails with them; 
They fay with the Prophet, When 
the Fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither 
ſhall the Fruit be on the Vine, when 
the Labour of the Olive ſhall fail, and 


yield no Fruit, then will 1 rejoyce in 


the Lord, and jy in the God of my Sal- 


vation. - But where no Blofſoms are, 


nor Fruits appear, there all Joy goes 


' to ground. We domnot confider that 


Comfort from the Promiſc, and from 
the Lord ]cſus, is then mot feaſons- 
ble, when we have molt necd, and 
( conſequently) may receive moi 
good by it : for then may we be ſie 
to have the Promiſe ſo to ſurpriſe 
our Heart, that it (hall be poſſcſed 


and 


The poor doutting Chriſtian | py 


L 


c 
1 


——_ 
_ _ + - 


—_— ”Y WP” WY I» 


FT wy 


[— 


3 


—_A 


drawn unto Chriſh® 115 


and made happy with the All-ſuffici- 
ency of God, But we go not ſo far, 
This for the ſecond Rule, 

In the third place, look for all 3. 

the good which thou needeſt and Means. 
canſt defire from that Sufficiency 
which is in the Promiſe 3 and do not 
think of thy ſelf to add any good 
unto it, but go to it for all thy good : 
For, there are all the Cords of Mercy 
that muſt draw thee 3 and there is 
that All-ſufhciency that can' ſupply 
thee, and therefore look for all from 
thence, but think to bring nothing 
thitherz nothing ( I ſay) that can 
be of Power to enable thee to a 
Power of bclicving, 

And here, it is a weak Plea for a Obje7. 
Man to fay, I dare not look to the 
Promiſe, I canmgt belicve it 3 for it 
I could (and © that I could) then 
I might exp: ſome good Fruit 
from it, S 

To anſwer this, Thou ſhalt ne- Anſro. 
ver believe upon; theſe Terms 3 for, 
thou muſt not tir(t have Faith, and 
then go to the Promiſe, but muſt 
firſt go to the Promiſe tor the _ 
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of that Faithz from it thou muſt re} ; 
| ceive power'to believe, And there-F « 
Pſal. -319, fOre fay with the Prophet, O Lordp , 
49s remember thy Word to thy Servant, 

| wherein thou baft cauſed me to truſt. & 
When Men are enlarged in Love toaſt y 
Man, and make fair Weather of Pro- | 
miſes-unto him 3 this perfwades him ,. 
to truſt unto them, and to relye upon Þ - 
them for good to come, therefore he 7 
faith, 1 durft never ſo much as have 
thought of it, much leſs expeQted it, Þ | 
if you had not promiſed ſo much. d: 
And even ſo here, the Promiſe of 
God ( made to the Soul) makes} 
=_ Soul to rett upon what is promi-F p, 
cd. : 
To expe& Faith without a Pro- þ a, 
miſe, is as if a Man ſhould expe} ;c 
a crop of Corn without Seed 3 for «., 
the Promiſe is the immortal Seed of ,, 
God's Word, whereby the SpinitY ;.. 
breeds this Faith in the Hearts of all 
that are his. So Chriſt, The How þ ;, 
is coming, and now is, when the deal = 
ſhall hear the Voice of the Son of God, |, 
and: they that hear it, ſhall live : It eq, 


- is ſpoken of railing of a dead Man 
from 
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"FE from the grave of Sin, _ Firh, There 
*Þ is the Voice of Chriſt to the Soul, be- 
| fore there can be an Eccho again of 


that Soul to Chritt 3 and ſo the power 
of the Promiſe: muſt fart come to the 


| Soul, and we Wuſt firſt hear the 
| Voice of God in the Promiſe, before 


we can return an Eccho back again 
to the Lord : The Lord mult fay, 
Come to me, before the Soul cun fay, 
T come, Lord, Therefore when thou 
ſceft much deadnels, and dead yntite 
nels of heart in thee to the Promiſe, 
do not thou then leave, and give of, 
and ſay, Thus I am, and ſoit is with 
me, and fo an end 3 but go to the 


| Promiſe and ſay, Whatſoever Frail 


ties I find in my ſelf, yet I will look 


to the Loxd, and to his Promile 3 tor 


if I want Faith, the Promiſe muſt 
ſettle me, and I muſt not bring Faith 
to the Promiſe, but receive Faith from 
it to beJieve 3. and therefore I will 
wait upon Gad till he pleaſe to work 
it Thusfor the third Rule. 

And now in the lat place, and 


4. 


laſtly, labour to ſubmit to the moſt Means. 


equal condition of the Promiſe, not 
F 2 making 
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he come and lay hold on Mercy; 
therefore do thou require no more, 
There is enough in the Promile to 


do thee:good 3 therefore do thou ex« | 
pet all good from it, and be con-þ 


tent there to take of God whatſo- 
ever he hath therein offered to thy 
Faith. Bxy without Money, faith the 
Prophet : This is the Condition that 
God offers Mercy upon, buy Wine 
and Milk, that is, Grace and Sal- 
vation without Money, that is, with- 
out any Sufficiency of your own, 
If a Man ſhould go running, up and 
down to borrow Money before he 
comes to buy, he may famiſh before 
he can come: So the Lord offering 
Chriſt's Mercy and Salvation with- 
out our coſt, and ſaying, Come, take 
it without Money and yet we wil 
run up and down to borrow Money 
of our Prayers and other Datzes allo, 
and from our Prayer againſt Corrupti- 
on, we-may be ſtarved ſpiritually be- 
tore we can buy at that hand. It we 

. g0 


—_—_ 
making more Conditions there than |} 
God hath made. Now the Promiſe 
requires no more of a Man, but that 
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* go this way to work, we may quick- 
| ly loſe our Labour, and our fclves, 
{ And therefore make God's Commo- 


dities no dearer than God himſelf 
makes them. Many a poor Soul not 
remembring this, is kept from com- 
ing to the Promiſe : For, Oh, faith 


= one; if | were able to maſter my. 


Sins and Diſtempers as fuch a one can 
do, then I might with boldneſs be- 
lieve, But this is to bring Money : 
but art thou not content to have 
Chriſt of free coſt, ſo as he may have 
thee, and ruler in: thee, and ſupply 
what is wanting to thee, and open 
thy Stores,and heal thy Corruptions * 
Then why goelt thou not to the Pro- 
miſe with an empty Heart, that the 
Lord may ſupply thee, and matter all 
thy Riſings, and make thee a clean 
Heart? 'But that muſt come after- 


wards, as the Lord faith, When I paſ- go. 16. 
ſed by ther, and ſaw thee in thy Blood, 8, g. 


and bebsld the time was as the time 
of Love, and . I. ſpread my Skirt over 
toe, and covered thy Nakedneſs 3 yea 1 
entred into.a' Covenant with thee, and. 
thou becameſt maine ( that is, thou walt: 

F 3 CON- 
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himſelf, 2nd then gives Grace, and 
paſſeth over his Eftate to his Spouſe, 
And now, were it nof a wonderful 
great Folly,if ſome great King ſhould 


Match till: ſhe werea QUE EN; 
where if fhe will match with the 
King, ſhe may be ſure to be made a 
Queen preſently. But this comes 


So we muſt not look for SanQihca- 


to the Lord in our Chriſtian Vocati- 
on: For this is all the Lord requires 
of us, namely, to ſce our Sins, to be 
weary of them, to be content that 
the Lord Jefus ſhall reveal unto us 
what is amiſs, and ſeal a Pardon for 
it, and take it away and (further) 


give .us his Grace to take down - 
ol 


content that God fhould marry thee | 
in all thy Rags) then I waſhed thee 
with Water, yea, I throughly waſhed 
away thy Blood from thee, and anointed 
thee with Oyl, I cloathed thee alſo with 

broidered Work, Here we ſee, that Þ 
Chrift firſt marrieth the Church to | 


make Jove toa poor Milk-maid, and Þ 
fhe ſhould put it off, and refuſe the Þ 


after, and not before the Marriage. Þ 


tion the firſt day, nor till we come 


* | 
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* old Building, and to ſet up a new one 
& in us after his Image 3 For then the 
4 Þ Lord will bring us to himſelf ; and 
4 into the Wedding-Chamber 3 and 
þ Þ then through his great Mercy, all our 
it |} Corruption ſhall fall to the ground. 
| And when the Lord hath brought chy 
4 Þ unfaithful Heart to believe; then 
 Þ labour to husband this Grace wel}, 
1 Þ and to itoprove it for thy beſt good, 
14 Þ and live by it3 It isa marvellous great 
14 Þ {bame to fee thoſe that are born to 
te Þ fair means, I mean the poor Saints 
1; | of God that have a right and title to 
he © Grace and Chriſt, yet live at ſuch an 
under-rate : I would have thee live 
« | above the World, though thou haſt 
e, | not a Coat tocover thee, nor a Houſe 
a. þ 9 put thy Head in3 yet if thou halt 
ne | Faith, thou art a rich Man 3 therefore 
the husband thy Eſtate well. It's a ſhame- 
oe | f0 lee ſome live, and husband not 
1 | that Eſtate they have 3 they live as if 
at} ey had it not, fo full of want, 6 
3; | full of Care, fo full Pride, fo weak, 
for | 3nd unable to maſter their Sins, 
x) | Whereas the fault is not in the power 
he Of Faith, nor the Promiſe, nor. in 
F 4 the 
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his People of Comfort, but would 
have his People live chearfully and 
have ſtrong Conſolations and migh- 
ry aſſurance of his Love 3 and there- 
fore the Text ſaith, Rejoyce in the Lord 
always, and again, I ſay, rejoyce, And 


ſo, Heb. 6. 18. God hath ſworn, that Þ 


by two immutable things, wherein it's 
impoſſible for God to lie, we might have 
ftrong Conſolations : Nay, the Lord 


rejoyceth in the Proſperity of his Þ 


Servants, and therefore hath richly 
provided for you, that you may re- 
joyce3 and in not fo doing, we of- 
fer a great deal of Wrong to the Lord 
and his Promiſes, and bring an ill re- 
port upon that Grace and Mercy of 
his : And we hereby alſo open the 


Mouths of the wicked, and make | 


them ſay, Oh, theſe preciſe People 
talk of quiet and. contentment, and 
joy in the Holy Ghoſt! There is great 
talking of theſe things, but we could 
never {ce it yet. O Brethren,it's a great 
ſhame; are the Riches and Revenues 
of- Faith ſo great, that a Chriſtian 
may live like a Man all his days? 
Let 


the Lord; for God doth not orudg | 
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Let all the Drunkards and malicious 


Wretches againfi God, laugh and be 
merry 3 yet they cannot ſee one of 
thoſe days- that a poor Saint can 3 
yea though he'lay in Priſon all his 
Life long , Mat. 17.20. If a 'Man bad 
but Faith as a grain of Muſtard-ſeed, 


| and ſhall ſay to this Mountain, Go hence; 


it ſhall be done. Whether this be ſpo- 
ken of juſtifying Faith, or no, I will 
not-now diſpate 3- but this Fam ſure 


| of, | Refi 'the *Devily and: he will flie 


from you-3 and you may tratnple un- 
der all your Lulis and Corruptions :. 
This is the Life of Faith, and this Life 
we may live, this Life we ought re 
live,” If '4 Tradeſman have a- fair 
Stock-and quick Returns, if he goes 
down the wind, and begin to de- 
cline and decay 5 every Man will fay,. 
He was left marvellous well, but-ei- 
ther ho- knew: not- how -to uſt -it, 
wanting Skill,/-or elſe aftended-not: 
on it, wanting Care: Another-Man 
would have lived ©bravely upon halt- 
of that Means which: he had 2. So. 
there is nevera poor -Chriitian, which. 
trades in a Chriſtian Courſe, but he. 
E I; hath: 


hath a fair. Eſtate, and may ive ; 
tke a Man. One promiſe is enough | 


to make a Man live comfortably all 


his days, though he were in nevaÞ 
fo mnch want: But if he be cafÞ 


behind-hand, and goes down the 
wind with Comfort and Joy 3 and 
finks becauſe of his Pride, and Di- 


ſtempers, and Vexation : the fault 


is not in the Eſtate, for the Lord leftf 
him very well 3 he had a Childs Por-F 


tion, had he hed an Heart to fear 


God and love him 3 as David ſaith, | 


Oh be merciful unto we, as thor uſe 
t0 do unto thoſe that love and fear thy 
Name. The fault was not in the 
Promiſe, that they could not, nor it 
his Faith that it would not help him: 
but he let the Promiſes lie by 3 they 
came into the Table,but he never cali 
them up,nor husbanded them aright: 
He had a, world of Confolations, that 
would have given a Man Liberty in 
Priſon, Honour in Shame and Dil- 
grace, and Comfort, jn-' time ' of D+ 
{ireſs 3 but he did hot husband them: 
and therefore he adviſed to do: as the 


Tradeſman doth he will not ly" 
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of his ſtock, but live of his trading 9 


O 1 would have every Chriſtian live 


| of his Faith, Whatever Strength. 
| thou needeſt, fetch it from Grace in 
| Chriſt; and whatever Comfort thou 


wanteſt, fetch it from Chriſt z but 
live by Faith, and make a good li- 
ving of it too3 and then thou haft 
improved the Promiſe arjght : —_ 


| but an cmpty believing Heart wit 
-| thee, and the Oil will never fail, and 


the Meal in the Barrcl will never d 
cay, but continually ſupply.thee, as be 
did that poor Widow. 

Objet, But how ſhall 'a Manbe 
trained, that he get this Skill of li- 
ving by Faith? Every Man hath his 
Shifts and Tricks, and lives by his 
own "Devices 3 and the Devil hath 
enough of them in the World thac 
live this Life, but the belt Life of all- 
is little look*d after ? 

Now for.an anſwer, koow: thus 
much, That there are three Particu- 
lars for.the training, up. the Heart t 


1carn this Skill of liying by Faich.. 


I, Firſt, We muft- I8bour to'get 
matter for our Faith to work upon. 
2, WE. 
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2. We mult labour to fit Faith for 


the Work. 

3. We muſt labour to order cur 
Faith aright in the Work. 

Firſt, We muſt provide matter for 
our Faith to work upon: For this 
we ſce ordinarily, if a Workman 
want matter to work upon, either 


a Carpenter or the like, he muſt needs Þ 


ceaſe his Work, and he can go no 
further. And if a Mans Work fails, 
how can he provide ſor his Family ? 
This is the complaint of poor People 
now adays, that they have no Work: 
So it is ina Chriſiians courſe 3 many 
poor Chriftians that are newly ſet up, 
and are not aforchand in the World, 
they. want even matter for their 
Faith, I mean, ſome are ignorant and 


cannot read, and ſome have not | 


means of a preaching-Miniſiry, 0- 
thers have but ſmall Parts and cannot 


.hear,, ard little do they retain 
'of what they do hear. The Promilcs 


of God not underſtood, nor rcmem- 
bred, nor rightly zpplied; they live 
marvellouſly poor, when they migft 
kc very comfortably in the World. 

Now 
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Now the matter of our Faith, is 


| the whole Word of God: As it is 
| with the Bee in gathering Honey : 
| as the Spider gathers Poiſon out of 


every Flower 3 ſo the Bee gathers 


| Honcy out of the ſame Flower, and 

* out of the ſweeteſt Flower ſhe ſucks 

* the moſt Honey, Oh the Word of 
| God, how full of ſweet Flowers is it ! 
| There is the ſharpeſt Terrors, and 
| the fearfulleſt Plagues too: A graci- 


ous Heart will gather Sweetneſs out 


of both theſe. But above all, the 


ſweet of the Promiſes of the Goſpel, 
the ſap and ſweet therein, and the 


| Blood of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt that 
| is communicated thereby. Oh the 


faithful Soul ſucks moſt there. Now 
that we may provide matter for our 


E Faith, obſcrve theſe Rules, which 


are commonly obſerved in.all Pro- 
vilions. 

Firſt, They provide and lay in, in- 
faſon, timely, as ſoon as they can ; 
this is. the PraQice of him that 
would husband his Eſtate wiſely 3. 
his care is to buy at the beſt hand :. 
% I would have a good Chriſtian to 

| fore: 


128 The poor doubting Chriſtin | 


AN——_— 


ſtore up all the Promiſes of God, in 
all the good Word of God ſealon- | 
ably 3 I mean when all thy Parts and F 
Abilites are firong, and Nature is Þ 


able to fight it out 3 and while the 
fair day of God's Favour laſteth, and 
while the Word and Sacraments are 


diſpenſed, this the beſt time to lay Þþ 
in ſpiritual Proviſions, that we may | 
not want them, when we have uſe of þ 


them. Tt isa marvellous ſtrange and 
prepoſterous courfe, when a Man is 
weak, his Eyes dim, and his Heart 
and Strength faileth, and even ready 
to give up the Ghoſt, then to lay in 
Grace and Proviſion of Mercy : and 
then for him who hath hated the 
Miniſters, and loathed the means of 
Grace, and abuſed the Patience and 
Long-ſuffering of God : Oh then to 
have a Miniſter come to him, and 
have a Promiſe in the day of Perſecu: 
tion 3 then for a Man to bethink him- 
feIF of rhe Promiſe and Comforts. of 


the Goſpel 3 whena Man ſhould fpendyy 


on the Promiſes, then to be getting 
of them, this is il} husbandry : The 
better way is this, to be buying and 
vetting 


£ 
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petting in at every turn: and this is 


| the reaſon why our Saviour ſaith, O 


| if thou. hadſt known, in this thy day, 
* whe things that belong unto thy Peace ! 


While the Word, and thy Life, and 
the Sabbaths, and the Ordinances 
hſt3 this is thy day, we know not 
how ſoon the Lord may take all 


| from us, Oh the Eftate of the poor 


Palatinates, if it be true we hear of 
them, they have loſt all the means 
of Grace, and: they have Idolatry 
now amongſt them, and their Ene- 
mies force them to go to Maſs a- 
gainſt their Confciences3 aud they 
cannot fee a good Minifter, nor a 
good Chriſtian, but they weep to 
conſider the times. they once had : 
Therefoxe let's labour to be wiſe in 
the Lord, now while the Fair is 3 and 
confider how God deals with his 
Children: Pſalm 48. 9. We have 
thought of thy Name, O Lord in the 
mids of the Temple. It is ſpoken 


"there of © the 'Goralnefs of God to 


wards Sion: Acup of Poyfon, and & 
Stone of ſtumbling: when 'he hal 
ipoken of all the Bulwarks that _ 
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had made, and all the Goodneſs and 
Mercy he had ſhewed to-his People, 


and the Malice and Wrath of his 


Enemies : he ſaith, This:God is our 
God, even for ever: as if he had (aid, 
The Lord did provide for: his 'Peo- 
ple-in Egypt, and overthrew proud 
Pharaoh'that ſet himſclf againſt God 3 
and this isour God. When thou art 
tn the Wilderneſs, this God is thy 
God 3 when thou art: in Perſecution; 
this God is thy God, and the God of 
all : thus he'ſtores up while the Sea- 
{on laſts. 


2, Note this, as thou muſt ob- þþ 


ſerve what God doth to others; fo 
labour to treaſure up. thy own Expe+ 
riences, 1 Tim, 4.18 He hath de- 
livered us, ;and:he doth and will dc- 
liver us, faith the Apolile: and the 
Prophet David, ſaith, I remember thy 
Judgment of old.” Oh. well tarea good 
old -ttore :_ I remember. ſaith: he, how 
shou-didift rebuke #maleck,, and over- 
throw Wimrod;, and Neburhadnezzat, 
and Achiophet,> -@ht it's. adm.irable 
to-conlider theſe things ; I received 
Coniorr,. faith. he 3. God will-over- 
IN oh throw 
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| throw every Enemy, and this is ſtore 
: for thy Faith to work upon, Pſal. 89. 
| 49, Where are thy former Mercies ? 


David is afore-hand with God now 3 


he is not come to buy Food juſt at 
the time of Famine, but it's laid up 
bcfore-hand 3 lay in abundantly of 
all the Promiſes of all kinds, you had 
better leave than lacks and it's the 
Wiſdom of a Man to have ſomewhat 
toſpare, and to have an over-plus 
- | afore-hand, that a Man may not live 
feebly and poorly, and be at his 
Wits end every turn, and knows not 

| which way to ſhift for himſelf, and 
have no Bread in his Houſe 3 I mean, 
no proviſion of Promiſes by him: 
Iſa. 42. 23. Who i wiſe, let him bear 
for after-times ; As if he had ſaid, 
+ | You muſt not only lay in Promiſes 
for the preſent, but tiore them for 
4 © alterwards 3 as the Chapman ſaith, I 
ſhall want this at ſuch a time 3 and 
ſo the Husbandman faith, I ſhall have 
occalion for this or that ati ſuch a 
time, and ſo get it afore-hand. Oh 
that God would give us theſe Hearts! 
Witis good, as we may fo ſay, to keep 
pro- 
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Promiſes in pickle, that we may 
ſpend them at leaſure. In the days v 
F amine, (aith the Prophet, thou ſpa 

bave enough. Theſe precious Pre 
miſcs will be good meat in Lent, 
when haply thou ſhalt ſit vnder 
hollow Tree, and creep among the 
Buſhes, then three or four of the: 
Promiſes will. give a Man a good 
meal of Comfort z therefore ſto 

them up, they will do you no harm 
and when you are driven from Houſe 
and Home, and Friends, and 211, the{ 
will exceedingly refreſh, Oh how 
ſweetly are they ſcattered up and 
down in the Word, according to th: 
Saints ſeveral Neceſſities and Occa 

ons. Bring this precious Provifio 
home, leave it not ia the Market; 
it's a folly to ſay, I have good Prov} 
fion, but it is not here. Let th 
Word of God dwell plenteouſly in you 
and richly in all Wiſdom, Obſerve, | 
muſt be -plenty, not ſcant 3 it mull 
dwell in you, that you may but ſtep 
alide and have it 3 there is the matte 
for your Faith to work on. So allo 


in the next place, we are to fit = 
(i 
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or the Service, that it may fucceed 
with more Comfort and better ſpeed. 
hough a Man be a Believer, yer 
here is a great deal of dulneſs and 
bluntneſs comes upon this Grace, 
hough he have it : Luke 24. 25. See 
how our Saviour chides his Diſci- 
ples, Oh Fools, flow and dull of Heart 
to believc, &c, So we ought to whet 
our Faith, that it may line and ſquare 
the Promiſes (as it is tn the Hebrew) 
that it may pierce through the veilof 
all the Riches of the freenefs of God's 
"EGrace, and fo bting Comfort to ns : 
1's with the hand of Faith, as it is 

Twith the hand of the Body, if it be 
2Snummed, Riff, or frozen, a Man muſt 
"rub it,or warm it, befors he can hold 
"any thing 3 fo it is with the hand of 

Faith, for Faith is the hatd of the 
th Soul, it takes hold of that Mercy 
"0 which God hath provided for us in 
» MEChrin Jeſus. Now Faith is fome- 
ul times numim'd and if through Care- 
IPF Deſneſs and Looſeneſs 3 therefore it's 
cr ot enough for a Man to have Faith, 
fn but he muſt ſupple and oyl the $1- 
"ncws of Faith, that he may more 
kreely 
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freely take hold of the Promiſes 
of Life, and receive Comfort from 
thence 3 and that this may be done, | UP 
we muſt, firſt maintain.the evidence. lo 
of Faith once gotten 3 with queſti- Þþ £4 
on undeniable, this Grace of Faith the 
once gotten, is to be. maintained; | dia 
Mark it, 1 ſpeak not of thoſe that | 3 
have not Faith 3 it is in vain to bid a Þ| is © 
Main live by Faith, who hath none; Clu; 
but it's for thoſe in whoſe, Hearts the 
God hath been pleaſed to work this £89 
blefſed Grace : This mult be the care Þþ Sin 
of thoſe that have gotten Faith : he "5 
muſt know the.nature of Faith in ge- | P% 
neral, and of this Faith in particular, hier 
whether it be of that Faith which [Po 
Peter ſpeaks of 3 for there is a great tha 
deal of Copper-faith in the World: 2nd 
As, that Jeſus Chrif came into the hin 
World to fave Sinners, and the likes 
Now when thou halt gained Evi $*0u 
dence that thou haſi- Faith, then fill | Wh 
it up, and keep it by thee, and labour NS 
to make the DNemonliration of it fo £* d 
- plain to thy Soul, that it may be un- of g 
deniable. What a great folly is it for Pete 
a Man to queſtion, when he : 
uſe 
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uſe it? The Work muſt nceds be 
much hindicd, though he have never 
ſo much Faith, when he b.gins to 
cavil with it, and to queſtion whe- 
ther it be good or no: It's a prover- 
bial Speech. He that doubts of his 
way, miſſeth his way 3 for while he 
is doubting, he goes no way in cone 
cluſion : ſo he that queſtions whe- 
ther he hath Faith or no, gets little 
good at preſent by it. Tell a poor 
Sinner of living by Faith, and he ſays, 
it's good news if he had it. *Tis 
poor comfort to bid a Man go warm 
him when he hath no Fire 3 fo it's 
poor comfort to bid a Man live by 
that which he never had 3 quarrelling 
and doubting when, a Man hath it, 
hinders the uſe and benefit of Faith : 
Here is a Man that is quarrelling a+ 
bout it, when he ſhould live on it. 
When the Diſciples ſaw Jeſus walk- 
Ing on the Sea, they thought it was 
4 Spirit, but Jeſus ſaid unto then, Be 
of goo comfort, it is T: Now when 
Peter knew ' it was Chriſt, being 
ſomewhat too venturous, he aid, 
If it be thaw, Lord, bid me come unto 

| thee 


- 
a 
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thee on the Water; and Chriſt ſaid, 
Come, and Peter going, the Water be- 


gan to be boiſterous, his Heart began 


to link, &c. and Chriſt ſaid unto 
him, O thou of little Faith, why doit 
thow doubt ? as if he had faid, it's 
now no time of doubting, but a time 
of believing : The Lord bid him 
come, and he had ground enough to 
come, and ſirength of Faith to come 
but when he ſaw the Waves great 
and troubleſom, inſicad of believing, 
he fell a queſtioning and quarrelling 
with the Promiſe: As it is with a 
foul ruſty Muſqet, ſhoot (ach a one 
off, and it will recoil. ' When Faith 
grows ruſty with doubting, we fit 
down diſmay'd and unſctled 3 the 
very queſtioning and quartelling a- 
gainſt. the Work of Faith, many 
times doth as much diſable a Man to 
put forth the power of Faith, as it 
he had no Faith at all. | 

Secondly z When thou haſt main- 
tained the clearne(s of. the Work. of 
Grace before gained, then labour to 


bring thy Heart to marvellous flil- Þ, 


neſs and calmneſs from time to time- 
Stayc de 
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Stayedneſs and flilneſs of the Soul, 
frames the Heart to hold the Shield 
ſteadily, and bear off the Blow com- 
fortably when it comes 3 thoſe boi- 
trous Aﬀecions, thoſe Crowds and 
Troops of troubleſom Imaginations, 
as Fear and Jealouſie 3 theſe unrank 
the frame of the Soul, that it is not 
at the command of Faith 3 as it is in 
an Army, when Ranks and Files are 
broken, they are at a rout, be the 
Commander never fo skiltul, he 
cannot in that Condition march on: 
So though we had never ſo vifori- 
ous a Faith, yet if the Soul were 
hurled up and down with thoſe boi- 
irous Diſtempers, the Soul could 
not command Faith, When it was 
told the Diſciples, Luke 24. 41. that 
Chriſt was riſen from the dead, and 
had manifeſted himſelf to them 3 the 
Text faith, They believed nat, and won- 
dered: they would not believe for a 
while, and it was through the Vio- 
lence of their Joy 3 which made them 
they had no leifure to believe. As 
It's true of moderate Aﬀection, ſo it's 
true of fixong Fear, and Care and Di- 
ltempers, 
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ftempers becauſe theſe hurry the Soul 
violently, and tranſport it ſo, that 
he cannot believe; as it is in a Road, 
the Traveller is fitted to go his Jour- 
ney, but he is hindred becauſe the 
Crowd is fo great and ſtrong, that 
they croſs him, and oppoſe him, and 
are ready to carry him another way 
againſt his Will; -jufi ſoit is with a 
Soul thus troubled with tumultuous 
Thoughts,cſpecially melancholy, and 
thoſe other Enemies of the Soul, 
as vain Imaginations, ſinful Fears, 
finful Sorrow, difempertd Thoughts 
and Cares; that though the Heart is 
willing and able to believe, yet thoſe 
ſtirringsof boiſterous Aﬀections, they 
croſs Faith in the way, and bear it 
down. There David chides his Heart 
in Pſalm 43. 5. even rocks it aſlcep, 
and would bring it quiet, ſaying, 
Why art thou ſo diſquieted, O my Soul, 
why art thou diſquieted within me ? 
There are things fit our purpofe in 
this Text. 

I. That a tumultuous Diſtemper 
of Heart makes a Man lie flat upon 


his back, and nk into a Swound. 
2, I 


afte 


him 
for « 
at r 


Tr 
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God 
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2. It hinders the work of Faith. 
Mark what follows: Still truſt in 
God, As if he had ſaid, Leave thoſe 
Diftempers of Heart, and reſt upoa 
the freeneſs of God's Grace, 

.* 3. David yet looks up to God for 
Mercy : For he is yet my God, The 
virtue of this Rule we hnd by Ex- 
perience, eſpecially in melancholy 
Perſons, when they have {warins of 
Thoughts buzzing in their Minds 3 
lometimes reſileſs Fears, that do 
chaſe their . Hearts,” as- the - Hound 
does the Deer in the Foreſt; andafter 
this comes' another Aﬀection, and 
after that another and fo at laſt they 
come all together : Sometimes the 
horror of .a Man's Conſcience makes 
Hue' and Cry after him, and makes 
him (ay, Oh' how my Heart (mites 
me ! methought I ſaw Rell gaping 
for me, and the Devil even ftanding 
at my Elbow, ready to carry me 
down. to! everlaſting Deſtruction : 
this tnakes:his Soul to have ſuch an 
amazement and gaſthnefs of Spirit, 
that he cannot reach the Promiſe of 
God. Well, take the Lord's advice 
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_ by the Prophet ; Feer not, but ſtand 


fill, and ſee the. Salvation of the Lord: 
that 1s, lay.afide thoſe reſileſs Imagi 
nations, and thoſe crowds of fooliſh 
Conceits 3 ſtand till, and bequiet, 
and with the Eye of Faith behold 
the Salvation of God. 

A third Rule how Faith may be 
fitted for the Work: take notice of 
this. In the want of any Means, do 
not firſt ſeek for thernz and. in the 
preſence of any. Means God affords, 


look not firſt to. them. for Succour 


and Supply, but- firſt go to the Pro- 


miſe, that it may ſupply what you 


need, and that the Promiſe may bleſs 
what Means you have. It is an un- 
comfortable and diſorderly <ourle, 
for a Man barely-and firſily to look 
at thoſe thinzs which are within the 
compals of Senſe, and fo range up 
and down in the ule of the Means, 
when the Promiſe and Chriſt are the 
laſt thought of in our Hearts. As for 
inſtance: In a time of Poverty, how 
doth the Soul unfit it felf for the 
Promiſe? When a Man ſees his Eſtate 
Jow, and he is like to come to Mt- 


ſery, 


ww 
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ſery,, he ſaith, I have ſome good 
Friends that will. not ſee me want, 
I have ſo much Means left yet, and 
L have my Health and Strength, and 
I hope to get a poor living. Not 
one: word! all this while of a Pro- 


miſe; But what ſay you to this? If 


Death take away all thy Friends, 
Sickneſs take away thy Health and 
Strength, Fire or Thieves take away 
all. thy Goods, whither wilt thou 
now go? When then at a dead' life, as 
we commonly ſay, he is fain-to-go to 
that Mercy which. endureth for ever, 
Oh. friend, are you: there now? 
Why came you not thither at firſt ? 
Well, fince thou- art: came, reaſon 
thus :' Tam like to be poor, and my 
Friends may dye, and Thieves may 
rob me of all my Goods, but the Mer- 
cy. of the Lord endureth for ever. 
So a Miniſter that is-faichful, defires 
to preach-fruitfully, and! to the be- 
nefit of the Congregation 3 ' and then 
we catch at the helps that are near at 


hand, 'and we go to our Books and 


Studies, our Wits and Pains,and think 


theſe will do the deed, We do. well 
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in all thisz but the fault is in the 
order of doing them. Haply God 
knocks off Man's Wheels, and a 
Man is not able to come to the bot- 
tom of the point 3 and if he be able 
to cor pafs the truth in ſome mea- 
ſure, yet God blaſts all he doth, . and 
there is no good comes to the "Souls 
cf his People 3 at. lafi he is fain to go 
to the Promiſe 3 and then the poor 
Miniſter faith, Lord, thou hat ſaid 
thou wilt be with thy faithful Mini- 
ſters to the end of the World : Little 
Strength there is in us 3 but be thou 
with us, Lord: now the Work gots 
on again, The Tradeſman is honeſt 
and painful, and he hopes to com- 
paſs a good Eſiate by his Calling, his 
Stock is good and great, and: his 
Skill is ſufficient, and his Penyworth 
ſhall be as rezſonable as any others, 
and his Acquaintancc are many : 
Then God blaſts all theſe, and then 
he comes to the Promiſe, as in P/ſzl, 
I. 3. Whatſcever tbe Righteous doth, it 


ſhall proſper. "Hold here now, and 


ſay, 1 expect all from the Promife, 
Mercy and Succour from the Pro- 
mile. 
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miſe. This was the courſe that Fa- 
eb took, Gen. 32. 9. tirit he wretiled 
with God and overcame him ther 
he wreliled with his-Brother Eſa, 
and faith, O God of my Father Abra- 
ham, and God of my Father I{aac, 
which faidſt unto me, Return 7xto 
thine own Country, and I will do thee 
good; T.am not worthy the leaſt of all 
thy Mercies : Lord, deliver me fiom 
the band of my Brother Eſau, for. T 
fear him. Thus he wreſtled with the 
Lord by virtue of a Promiſc, over- 
came him, and - then overcame his 
Brother Efau, Heb. 13. 4,5. Mar- 
riage is bonowrable among all Men, and 
the Bed undefiled : but Whoremongers 
end Adulterers God will judg. But 
bow will you have hclp againſt this 
Covetouſnefs? A Man would have 
ſaid thus: You have got a good 
Portion, and but little charge, and 
many Friends: but this courſe God 
takes : for he ſaith, 1 will never leave 
thre nor forſake thee. And thus when 
| have chaſed away Doubting, then 
Faith is ready, and the Shield is ſcou-- 
ted 
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LO 


in all thisz but the fault is in the 


order of doing them. Haply God | 


knocks off Man's Wheels, and a 
Man is not able to come to the bot- 
tom of the point 3 and if he be able 
to cor pats the truth in ſome mea- 
ſure, yet God blaſts all he doth, . and 
there is no good comes to the Souls 
cf his People 3 at lafi he is fain to go 
to the Promiſe 3 and then the poor 
Miniſter faith, Lord, thou halt faid 
thou wilt be with thy faithful Mini- 
ſters to the end of the World : Little 
Strength there is in us 3 but be thou 
with us, Lord: now the Work gots 
on again, The Tradeſman is honeſt 
and painfu), and he hopes to com- 
paſs a good Eſiate by bis Calling, his 
Stock is good and great, and: his 
Skill is ſufficient, and his Penyworth 
{hall be as rezſonable as any others, 
and his Acquaintancc are many : 
Then God bla(ts all theſe, and then 
he comes to the Promiſe, as in P/al. 
I. 3. Whatſcever 1be Righteous doth, it 
ſhall proſper. "Yold here now, and 
ſay, 1 expect all from the Promiſe, 
Mercy and Succour from the _ 

mile, 


came 

broth 
age Þ 
the Bee 
ind A 
how 1 
Covet 
lid tl 
Portio 
many 

akes ; 
thre no1 
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miſe. This was the courſe that Fae 
eb took, Ger. 32. 9. tirit he wretiled 


with God and overcame him ther 


he wreliled with his-Brother Efax, 
and faith, O God of my Father Abra- 
ham, and God of my Father I{aac, 
which ſaidſt unto me, Return ixto 
thine own Country, and I will do thee 
zood ; T.am not worthy the leaſt of all 
thy Mercies : Lord, deliver me from 
the band of my Brother Eſau, for. F 
fear him. Thus he wreſtled with the 
Lord by virtue of a Promiſc, over- 
ame him, and then overcame his 
brother Efar, Heb. 13. 4,5. Mar- 
tage is bonowrable among all Men, and 
the Bed undefiled : but Whoremongers 
md Adulterers God rrill judg. Bur 
bow will you have help againſt this 
Covetouſnefs? A Man would have 
kid thus: You have got a good 
Portion, and but little charge, and 
many Friends: but this courſe God 
akes : for he ſaith, I will never leave 
thre nor forſake thee. And thus when 
| have chaſed away Doubting, then 


hith is ready, and the Shield is ſcou-- 


ed 
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Now for the ordering of Faith in | 


the Work, there are two things to 
be attended to. 


1. How the Soul ſhould get to | 


the Promiſes. 


2, How the Soul ſhould take, re. 
ceive and improve this Sufhciency | 


and Excellency that is in God. 
1. How the Soul ſhould get to the 


Promiſe: You ſee all is ready, the 
way open, and Faithis fitted, There | 
are three Rules to be obſerved, how | 


the Soul may get to the Promiſe. 
I. Throw off all Power and Abi- 


lity in thy ſelf. Neversbeleſs, faith 


the Apoſtle, I live; yet not I, but 
Chriſt liveth in me: It is not 1 that 


live by any power of my elf, but | 


Chriſt liveth in me. It was Chriſt's 
quickning, reviving, and "enabling, 
though he had Faith. Iknmww, faith 
the Prophet, Fer. 10. 23. that the way 
of Man i4 not in bimſelf, neither is it 
in Man to dire his own Steps. So do 
thou ſay, if ever thon wouldſt have 
thy Heart fitted to go to the Promiſe, 
Say, It is not here, Lord, it is not in 


this vain Mind, it is not in the Pow- 
ct 


drawn unto C briſt. 


er of this dead Heart, or any Paſſage 
that ever I received, whereby I am 
able to believe inthee. 1 mean the 
Principle of Lite is not here, the 
root of Faith is in the Promiſe, and 
from thence it comes into the Soul, 
As it is with a Mariner, when the 
Ship is upon the Ground in the Ebb 
and low Water, he doth not expc& 
to tug his Ship to the Shore by any 
power -of himſelf: So, It is not in 
my Wiſdom that can direct me, and 
it is not it ty Weapon that can de- 
fend 3 it is not this Humility that 
can bring my Soul down : It is not 
here, it is not F, Lotd, that can reſi, or 
Jgo to a Promiſe 3 even all our Abili- 
ties are at a low ebb: All that we 
are, or can do, is to empty our ſelves 
and fit our ſelves, and get up the main 
Maft 3 that is, let the Soul be ready 
for a Promiſe, and by virtue of that 
be carried Heaven-ward, ard Chriſt- 
ward, Take notice of this in your 
own Souls, that the Heart would be- 
pin at home : If a Temptation come, 
the Heart of it ſelf would overcome 
Itz-and if a Duty tobe done, the Heart 
G 4 of 
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A ens 


of it ſelf would perform it: and if 
oppoſition come, the Heart of it ſelf 
would reliſt it, O remcmber that a 


Man offers an Injury againſt Reaſon, | 


Senſe, and Religion, and all. Now 


thy Faith begins to wreſile with | 
him and his dealing 3 and Conſcience ; 
checks, and thou wilt tear thy own | 
Heart out of thine own Boſom. Bres- | 
thren, this will not do it: when a | 


Ship of an hundred Tun is upon 
Ground, the Mariners may pull aud 
tug their Hearts out, ere they make 
her go. 
not I that can be patient, and put 


up a Wrong, be quiet, expett it not | 
Let the Heart lie (till, | 
till the Wind and Tyde, and Promilc ! 


from hence. 


come, and that will carry thee. 


The Sccond Rule. Bring the Pro- 


miſe hcme to thy Heart, that the 
Promiſe may bring thy Hcart to it. 
And thus I would have you rcafon : 


The Lord ]cſus Chiift, by the pow- | 
cr of his' Spirit, is in the Promiſe un- | 


deniably, and undoubtedly, and 
unfpeakably accompanying in his 
manner, as he ſhall ſce tit, This1 
{ay, 


Oh go then and ſay, It is! 


drawn unto Chriſt. 147 


ay, That the Almighty Power of 
Chriſt doth really and continually 
accompany the Promiſe for the good 
of his: Hence it is.called, The Spirit. 
of Promiſe z tor there is an Almighty 
creating Work goes along with the 
Promiſe. And Ireafor! thus :- That 
Word that diſcerns the Thoughts of 
the Hearts of Men, 'that Word muſt -. 
needs have the Almighty Work of 
God's Spirit accompanying of it: 
ſo far as God hath promifſed' it; not 
when thou haply think*t cir fit, bur 
when God ſees it fit. He doth it 
as a. voluntary Workman, therefore 
thou confidereſt that there is at Al- 
mighty Power, and a Fulnefs in the 
Promiſe, Then lay that Promiſe ups; 
on thy own Aeart, and conclude' it, 
and look for Virtue from thence, to 
draw thy Soul-to it ag3in. fl | 
I have ſeveral* Paſſages to exprefs Ti 
this (more fully.  Fatob *wopld not 
belive that Foſeph 'was' alfye, or if 
he were* alive; be tid* bat little 
Means, and: was poor, Gen.'45. 25, 
27, 28, 29. Bitt when he ſiw the 
Chariots that -Joſeph had ſent bim, then 
G 5 be 
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he believed and ſaid, 1 have enough ; 
Joſeph my Son liveth. The Chariots 
ſent from Foſeph to Faceb, brought 
Facob to Foſeph. So every believing 
Soul is poor and feeble, and diſabled 


to go to God, and to believe in the | 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt : therefore look 


thou unto the Chariots of Iſrael tut, | 
and that will convey thee to the Pro- 


miſe; As it is with the Miller, furſt 


he pares the Mill fitly, and orders all | 
the occaſions thereof, and when the 


Stones are fit, and laid to go, yet it 
will not, till the fluce be pulled up, 
and the Water run that drives the 


Mill : So the Soul is humbled, and | 
lies level with the Lord and his | 


Truth, and is content to yield to his 


Conditions 3 but now the Soul of it | 
felf, in it {elf cannot go, it hath not } 


the principle of going) but let down 
the Sluce of the Promiſe, and let that 
come to thy Heart, and it will bring 
thy Soul. home to the Lord 3 as Luke 
19.9. This day Salvation is come to thy 
Houſe: Not to the Walls of thy Houle, 
but to Men that are jn thy Houle, 
They did not come to Salyation, but 

: Salva- 


talva! 
lent $ 
little 


__ \ 
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rawn unto Chriſt, I49; - 


Salvation came to them. The Lord 
ſent Salvation to ſalute the Houſe of 
little Zachens, 

The third Rule. When the Pre - 
miſe is thus come home to thee, and 
thou-ſeeſt the Suthcicncy and Autho- 
rity. of it, then all chou haſt to do is - 
this 3 In the fiream of that Promile, 
be carried home to the Promiſe, The 
Prodigal, Lake 15. is faid to belike 
a loft Sheep. ( Mark this, for it con- 
cerns you, poor - Creatures.) Þ The 
poor - Sheep is - wandering up and : 
down, now in the Mouth of the 
Lyon, and then in. the . Briars, and - 
ſometimes in the Pit. The Text 
faith, He leaveth ninety nine to ſeek that 5 - 
That is, in compariſon of .what care 
he expreſſeth to the loſt Sheep he 
leaveth a Man rcgenerate not care- 
fly, but he will not expreſs fo great 
Lave as to poor loſt Man 3 And tho - 
thou canſt not- find the way to Hea- 


ven, yet he will tind it thee lie thou | | 


upon the Shoulders of Chriſt. - When 
thou fhndeſt thy Heart feeble' and + 
weak, and hy. (cf unable to belicvez. 
then the Lord I:ſus Chrilt brings the 
| Spit -: 
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Spirit of Grace, and that ' to 


feck, and Jeſus Chriſt lays that Soul | 
of thine upon his Shonlders, that is, | 


upon the Riches of the freencls of 
his Grace : Therefore let thy Heart 


betrxanfported by the power of thar | 
Grace, and by the virtue of that Mer- | 
ey that God hath made known to | 


thee for thy everlaſting good. When 
the Chariots are come, get up Into 
ther, The Lord Jefus Chrilt is 
gone up to Heaven, and hath fent 
thiſe Chariots for theez therefore 


get thee up, and ſay, Lord, take ine | 


up with thee. When the Mariner 
hath Sea-room enough, he cares for 


no Man, if he can but obſerve the | 
Channel 3 he Jooks not fo much at | 


his Oar, or any thing, fo that he can 


but obſerve the C hannel,, This Chan- | 


nel is the full Tideof Promiſe 3 therc- 


fore lay thy felt upon the Promite, ; 
and ſay, Eord, in the virtue ct that 


Graec, and in the power of that Spi- 
Fit, carry me and in the Riches of 


that Mercy of thine, Lord convey the} 


Heart of this poor Sinner, and make 
me wy with thy (clf for ever. 
Again, 
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Again 3 Never let a quick Stock 
lie dead by you3 it's monttrous ill 
husbandry not to be trading with a 
quick Stock. As it is in the World 
with Temporals, even fo it is in our 
Spiritual Eſtate. Thougha Man have 
little for the preſent, yet if he have 
ſome old Reverfions to come, it will 
refreſh his Heart, and bear him up in 
time of Poverty and Miſery; and 
he faith, If he can make but a ſcram- 
bling ſhift for a while, for ſo long 
time, then he hopes to live as well as 
any Man in the Country : So there 
is fome of the Promiſes we have in 
Poſſcſhon. Oh, but there is the Re- 
verſion of old Promiſes, old Rents. 
As old Rents of Farms that were let 
tong ago, when the Leaſes come out, 
they are worth treble the Rent they 
were lett for at the farſt ;. ſo there are 
old Rents of Comfi rt and Mercy 3 as, 
Come ye blefſed of my Father, inherit 
the, Kingdim prepared for: you, Then, 
no more Tears, no more Trouble, no 
more Sorrow, no more Sin. Oh get 
thoſe into your hands, and have them 
ia uſe, and ſay, The day. will come 
when 
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when we ſhall have Happineſs and 
Joy beyond all-that the Tongue of 
Man can expreſs, or the Heart con- 
ceive. Though we are buffeted with 
many Temptations, and wearicd 
with a world of Corruptions, yet 


we ſhall be ſaved, ſaichFaith. Thus 


a.Man may make a pretty good {hift 
to live upon theſe terms, though we 
have nothing elſe to live upon in the 
World. Remember what 1 ſpeak 


now, and labour to faſten this Truth - | 
He e 


I great: 
1-2 
J ibe K 
I coun 


upon thy Heart, That there is not 
only preſent good in thy ſelf, but 


in another, and reſerved by another - 
\ for thy Comfort, and be thou con- - 
rent it ſhould*be ſo 3 not only to look . 
what thou haſt, but conſider that the. 
greateſt part of thy Glory, is in the. 
Glory of Chriſt 3 . and the greateſt 
part of thy Wiſdom, is in the Wif- 


dom of Chrilt ; and the greateſt part 
of thy Liberty, in the Liberty of a 


Chritiz and thy Riches, in the Riches - 


And know, whatever - !? 


q caſt | 


of a Chriſt. 


is in Chriſt thou haſt it all as thine, 
Jobn 3.12. Bebold what Lovethe Fa- 
ther bath ſkewed to w, that we are 
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now the Sons of God! I tell you, 
Brethren, this is a marvellous Privi- 
ledge, and if you had no more but 
this, you had a Child's Portion 3 but 
it appears not what we ſhall have, 
we have but a glimpſe now : what 
think you will the Harveſt be ? Now 
we have but the fips of it, what ſhall 
then the full Cups be, when we ſpall 
ſee Chrift as he is ? Thus did Moſes 
improve his Eſtate, Heb. 11.26. He 
bore all AfliQtions comfortably z yea, 
He eſtwmed the Rebukes of Chriſt as 
greater Riches than the Treaſures of 
1 Egypt 3 Why, becauſe he had an Eye to 
1 the Recompence of the Reward, We ac- 
1 count not of a Man's Eſtate for what 
he hath in preſent Poſſcſhon 3 but 
what is like to bcfal him, and what 
he is born unto. What Moſes did, 
1do thou: Remember thou haſt a 
1 good Stock upon the Ground, which 
q will pay all thy Debt, and yet live 
like a Man too. | Though thou haſt 
1 many Corruptions, many Diſgraces 
J caſt upon thee; though thou haſt 
I lictle Strength, and art at a great lofs 
in point of Comfort; yet there is 
21 enough 
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enough in Heaven, enough in Chriſt, 


both of Riches and Comfort. Let 
thy Soul then be carcful to make 


all theſe preſent with thee tor thine | 


own good. 


But ſome will ſay, How- may a 
Man exp<& that from the Promiſe, ' 
which God intends, and- will un- ' 


doubtedly beſtow ? 


For anſwer hereunto, I will ſhew. | 
what thou may*ſt expe, and what | 
God will undoubtedly betiow. If 


thou doſt believe, Heaven and Sa 


vation are certainly thine, and Perſe- || , 
verance to the end, and that man- ! 
ner and meaſure of Afſitiance, that | 


may make thee fit for Perfeverance: 
Theſe three things grow here. 


fiance, and ſo much. Abilities to do 
Duties 3. God doth not.engage him- 
{clf to beſiow theſe. Bur that which 


God engageth himſelf to beſtow, | - ach 


bothtfor Temporal and Spiricual BIe(- 


Kings, it may be diſcoyercg io thels 
thres 


But | 
for Temporal Blctfings which we | 
defire, and that meaſure of Spiri- | 


tual Blclings which. we muſt have ; * 
fo much Grace, and. fo much Afii- | 


lliake 
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three Particulars. So much Grace 
and Aſſurance of God's Love, and fo 
much comfort in Grace as he ſees fit 
for thee, after his own order, and in 
his own time. I will open them 
all, becauſe many do here bungle 
wonderfully. 

Firlt ; He will beſtow them in 
his own order, not thy order. Firſt, 
He will make thee fit. and make thee 
good, that thou may'ſt be able to di- 
geſt them, and then he will beſtow 
them on thee. . Haply a poor Man 
is driven to deſperate hazard, and 
is brought miſcrably under, and 
therefore the Heart cries earneſily for 
ſome more ſupply 3 and he calls, and 
God anſwers not 3 and he labours to 
look up to the Promiſe, where God 
faith, Nothing ſhall be wanting, to him, 
andyet it conicth.not. I fay,,God will 
give thcle in his own order. Firſt, 
God will make thee hit for this Eſtate, 
and thcn give it. I never knew a good 
Man delperatcly poor, but his Heart 
was deſperately proud 3 therefore 
the Lord will make him good, and 
make his proud Heart yicld, and then 
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beliow theſe things : 


firſtz and then for the other, 
Again, Another Chriſtian labours 


exceedingly for* the aſſurance -of | 


God's Love and cannot obtain it ; 


and ſeeks to God in the uſe of the ' 
Promiſes, and yet he cannot find it | 
{erled. Well, God will give thee | 
Comfort and Confolation, but in his: | 
own titne. And know this,that com- 

monly the Lord never debars the Soul ' 
of Corafort, but he ſees the Heart is | 


not fit for if, Thy Heart would be 


proud and carclefs, and 'God would. ' 


hear no more of thee, and thy Sail 
would overturn the Boat 3 therefore 


when God. hath abaſed thy Heartzahd: | 


wade thee content to want what he 
ſhalldeny, then he will give thee aſſu- 


rance, but it muſt be in his order. | 
And this is the reaſon why the moſt 


{moak out their days in Diſcontent 
the reaſon is, There is a proud Heart 


and a ſturdy Diſpoſition of Spirit that | 
will not come unto God's terms, As ' 


it is with a Phyſician 3 he will not 


give a Cordial to his Patient, when | 


he will; for if he were in a burning 
| Fever, 


Look for that | 


b— 


drawn unto C brift. 


Fever, it were the next way to ſend 
him going 3 but firſt he parges him, 
and makes him fit, and then-gives 
him a Cordial: So it is in theſe 
things which thou craveſt, the Lord 
will give thee them, when thou ſhalt 
not ſurfeit of Comfort, and Aſſu- 
rance, and Proſperityz and when 
thy Heart is emptied and purged, 
and able to digeſi theſe things, then 
the Lord will give them. 

Secondly 3 The Lord will give 
us Temporal Bleſſings, and that 
meaſure of Spiritual, in his own due 
time3z not when thou and I would, 
but when he ſees moſt fits as Jobs 
2. 3, 4+ The Mother of Jeſus comes 
to our Saviour, and ſaith, They bave 
no Wine, She thought ſhe had Chriſt 
at command : but he anſwers her, 
Woman, what have T to do with thee ? 
mine Hour is not yet come, Soit is 
with our Souls 3 we want Comfort, 
and we want Strength againft our 
Corruptions, and Aſſurance, and Af- 
ſitance: But what have I to do with 
that proud Heart, fays our Saviour ? 
my time is not yet come. You _ 

ave 
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have it now, as they ſaid, Wilt thu 


now yeſtore the Kingdom to Urael ? God | 


will do in his own time, and we 
muſt wait his leiſure» This is one 
thing that doth neceffarily accom- 
pany the Covenant of Grace, as I 
have ſhewed before. That the Lord 
ſhould diſpenſe of his Kiugdom 


when he pleafſeth, and not when | 
When the Lord ſees theſe * 
1g0 a' 
q haſt < 
4 Good 

Skills 


we will. 
Bleflings of Spiritual Mercies and 
Temporal Favours are ripe, and moſt 
{caſonable to thy neceſity 3 then thou 
ſhalt have them; but the time is in 
God's Hand, 


Thirdly z The Lord doth not | 
promiſe in ſuch a manner and mea- * 
ſure, and ſuch a peculiar-thing, to | 


= chat Temporal Bleſhng, and that 


piritual Aſſiltancewe defire 3 but the | 
Lord will do that which he knows | 


moſt fit : far ſo the Text ſays; Feed me 
with Food convenient for me, There 


was Faith nowz he wholly refers 
himſelf to God. When a Man comes 
to the Taylor to have a Garment 
made, he doth not cut out the Gar-: 
ment himſelf, but refeys it.to the Judg» 

| | meat 


ment 


1 we C 
1 know 


as he 


; be th 
1 or th; 


I ter, | 


Veſſel 
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ment of the Workman. So muſt 
we do, refer our ſelves to God, and 
know, God promiſeth nothing, but 
as he ſees it fit for thy good. It may 
be thou ſhalt not have: this Bletfling, 
or that Grace, As it is with a Pot- 
ter, he is minded to make ſo many 


Veſſels of Honour : ſo if the Lord 


will make thee a Veſſel of Honour, 
go away contented 3 whether thou 
hali ſo much Proſperity, and ſo much 
Good, or no, and ſo much Grace, it 
Skills not it is enough that thou art 
eleQed to eternal Happineſs. 

Now you ſee how to manage 
and improve the Promiſe aright for 
you belt Advantage, and to expect 
that from the Promilc which it will 
yield. 

| Again, Another Particular in this 
third Rule of living by Faith, is 
this : How to' take, and how to en- 
joy the ſap and ſweet of the Promiſe, 
and toliveby it. When the Husband- 
man hath ſown his Ground, and 
his Fruit is ripe, and he hath reaped 
It, then he mult gather in bis Corn 
that he may live upon it. So let us 
gather 
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gather in the Promiſes when we ſee 
the beſt Advantage 3 now let us take 
the Gain,and live by it, and that com» 
fortably too, in the proof of God's 
Goodneſs therein. For this end, let 
me ſuggeſi theſe five DireQions., 

Firſt, . Thou ſceſt what. God is-in 
the Promiſe : and thou expcceft'ng 
more than God is there, Then, eye 
that particular good. in the Promiſe 
which, thou ſandeſt in;need of 3 eye 
that good in. Chriſt,, and. in the! Bro+ 
miſe, and then ſet God's Power and 
Faithfulneſs a-work. to bring that 
Good, and his Wiſdom. to continue 
it, As for inſtance: I am in Per(e« 
cution, and cithex I would have Dev» 
liverance and. Safety, that I might 
not be impriſoned, or elſe Comfart Þf1. Þc 
and Refreſhment, if the- Lord carry J; 1. 
me thither 3. and therefore I would [y... .. 
ſee all this in the Promiſe, Rill reſer- fay, 
ving the Conditions before mention» þ}.,. ur 
ed. It thou art.in/Priſon, eye Liber- $141 
ty and Preſervation in-Chriſt, he that $1. - 
is the great Deliverer of his People, {+ . 5, 
and carricth his People in his own fp... 
hands: And: then-ſet God's _ " Tn 
an 
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and Faithfulnefs a-work, that can da 
it ; and his Wiſdom, that can cons» 
tinue it for thy good. That which 
thou ſceſt and Peedeſt in the Pros 
miſe, that the Power and Wiſdom 
of God' may communicate to. thy, 
Soul. Fhis is the meaning of. that 
place, Pſalm 37. 5. Commit. thy ways 
= the Lord, truſt in bim, and he ſhall 
ng it to paſs. Root thy ſelf, and 
w by thy occaſions upon the Lord: 
ago the Apoſtle ſaith, x Pez. 
F- 7. Caſt your Care upon the Lord, for 
be careth for you. It is God's proper 
Office and: Work : he careth for thy 
Soul, therefore lay it all upon him, 
ind put over all thy Care into-his 
Hands, and fet his Power and Faith- 
lulneſs a-work; only this is here a 


that we ſhould take no care at all, but 
fay, Hang all, the weight and bur- 
len upon the Lord. The Brewer he 
umbles rhe Barrel of Beer, and he 
— it, but it's the Earth that bears. 
: So whatever Trouble is in thine 
Ee or Ear, or Heart, roul it upon 

- Lord, That is thus; The weight 
ot 


little to be ſcanned. 1 fþcak not this, 


— 
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; of a Man lies eſpecially in three will 

things, which a Man muſt hurl off Jleave 
himſelf, and lay upon the Lord. Ei- [thy | 
ther a Man ſhall not be able to know [Faith 
what he ſhall do, or what he is com» [for t 
manded : Orelſe, Secondly, He ſhall.}I am 
not be able to do what God com- [he fai 
mands,. and he knows: Or elle, [mifer 
Thirdly, He ſhall not find ſucceſs in| Ar 
what he doth. It is not a trouble to |a Ma 
do what we can, or to employ. our [take 
ſelves as we are able: but this is theſin thi 
trouble, when the Heart: ſaith,. I]bleſo 
know not what the Mind of God|Frien 
is 3 or, 1 ſhall not do what I know ;{hand: 
or, . it will not ſucceed ; or, No, it 1s|But a 
not in my power. -Now leave allfay, ] 
theſe with God, and - meddle notfit, an 
with them, but put themover to theſwill x 
Lord, and meddle with thine own{what 
Duty, and with thine own Work j[Prerq 
and let God alone with his: and fayfdo no 
thou unto the Lord, In truth, Lord look | 
it is not in my power, it. is. not in|ueſs, : 
my parts or work, either to com-|did 4 
paſs that Wiſdom, that is able to Abra/ 
dire& my ſelf, or to have any poweqHope, 
to do all that is commanded, g= 

| - 
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leſs to give good ſucceſs. Lord, I 
will not meddle with that, but 
leave it to thy Majeſty : if thou in 
thy Power canſt not, nor in thy 
Faithfulneſs and Goodneſs carelt not 
for thy poor helpleſs Creature, then 
Iam content: and if thou wilt not 
be faithful, then I am content to be 
miſcrble. 
And fo alſo thou mayeſt ſuppoſe 
a Man that hath promiſed to under- 
take ſome Buſineſs for a Friend, and 
in the end it proves ſomewhat trou- 
|bleſfom, and therefore he wiſhes his 
Friend to take it again into his own 
hands for it is very troubleſom: 
{But a Man will leave it to him, and 
ſay, He hath engaged himſelf tro do 
fit, and- he will not look after itz I 
{will not meddle with it any more. So 
what end it is that is in God's Royal 
}Prerogative, leave it with God, and 
do not meddle with it, Let God now 
glook to it 3 leave jt to his Faithful- 
njueſs, and Power to accompliſh it: fo 
did Abraham, Rom. 14. 18, 19, 20, 
A Abraham ebove Hope believed under 
eq Hope, that he ſhould be the Father of 
cl H %any 
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many Nutions. Sarath's Womb wasl 
barrer, and'his Body dead, and yet]. 
he mult have a Son : And therefore 
he fect God's Power a-work, and 
faith, ver, »>r, Lord, this Body is 
dead and Sarah is barren : there is 
no help here: but thou art able, and 
thou haſt engaged thy felf to do it. 
You ſec he {ets God*s Power to work; ; 
and puts over all the weight and. bur- 
then of the Care upon the Lord, 
And therefore ſays Mordecai, Eſther 4. 
£4. If thou bold they Peace at this tim, 
Comfort and Deliverance ſhall come from 
ſome other | place, He was reſolved 
that God had Deliverance for his 
Church, and would not deny his 
Truth. Salvation will come, faith the 
Text. He knows not the place or 
the means: but he knows Salvation 
wpll come. So (ct thou God's Power 
and Faithfulneſs to work, and no: 
thy own Caic: Commit it to the 
Lord, and caſt thy Care upon him, 
ſofar as concerns the burthen of it. 
This is the tirli Direion, 

... Secondly 3 By Faith go to the Pro- 
miſe again for Help and Power to 
wall 


; 
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0} wait on God in that way, and to 
look towards God in the uſe of thoſe 
' means that he hath appointed for 
the attaining of that Good which his 


certainly work it : And fo thou mult 
meet God in the courſe of his Provi- 
dence, in the improvement of the 
Means he hath appointed for thy 
good, Obſerve thou this Providence, 
and do thou what Gad requires ; 
for otherwiſe we live not by Faith, 
but tempt God, and throw away the 
Promite -and al, and deprive our 
ſelves of that good which God would 
beſtow 3 we not walking in that 
way which hc hath appointed. Luke 
24. 49. When our Saviour was to 
po to Heaven, he faid, Behold I 


you : but tarry you in the City of Je- 
ruſalem, wntil you be indued with 
Power from above. 'Chri(t would in- 
due them with the Spirit 3 but they 
muſt tarry at Jeruſalem and'wait for 
ir. So '1 fay, Would'li thou have 
Grace and the'Spirit from above, and 
the Wealth of the World? then-walk 

H 2 in 


Power will work for thee: God will - 


fend th: Premiſe of my Father amongſt 
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- there to take it. 


in that way God hath appointed 
ſtay at Ferxſalem, and bc in the way, 
and meet God in his Providence, and 
then thou ſhalt receive from his 
Power and Faithfulneſs what thou 
needeſt. Thou wouldit have God 
bleſs thee in thine Eftate, and yet 
thou wouldit be idle and carelefs: but 


this will not do the deed : God would | 


Bive thee a Bleſling, but thou art not 


Jency of the Promiſes of God 5 as 


they require Conditions before they | 


befrtow Merciesz ſo they make us a* 
ble to be partakers of the Conditions, 
and give the Conditions : As for Ex- 
ample, Ezek, 36. the Lord in the 
former part of the Chapter promi- 
ſeth to give them many things 3 but 
how? It muſt be by Prayer, and 
humbling themſelves before him : he 
will give thee a Family-Blcſling, by 
Prayer in itz and a Blefting in pri- 
vate, by Prayer in privatez and 
Strength againſt Sin, and Power a- 
Bainſt Corruption: But I will be 
fought unto for all theſe, ſaith the 
Lord.; and the Text faith, a_— 
the 


This is the Excel- 
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| the Man that walketh in bis Integrity, 
and his Children after him, Therctore 
walk thou in the Integrity of thine 
Heart3 that's the Condition of a 
Chriſtian in gencralz oras a Husband, 
or as a Wife, or as a Servant, in the- 
particular. This the Promiſe requires, 
But mark this now : The fame Pro- 
miſe that requireth the Conditions, 
will help us to perform the Conditi- 
ons: and the fame Lord that faith, 
I will be entreated and ſought to for all 
theſe, the ſame Lord faith, Pſal, 10. 
17. He prepareth their Hearts 0 pray. 


Go thou therefore to God to help: 


thee to pray, that he may beſtow his 
Blcefling upon thee, which he hath 
promiſed, Ezck, 26. 27. He will tuft 


give them a new Heart, then teach 


them to walk in bs ways, Soit thou 
wilt: walk in his ways, thou ſhalt 


have his Bleſſings: therefore go thou: 


by the power of Faith, to the Promi- 
ſes of God, for Strength and Grace, 
and in that thou mult uſe the Means 


appointed, and then expe a Blciting: 


from it in the Courſe of his Provi- 
dence. 


H 3 Faith- 


Now 1s God's Power und: 
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Faithfulneſs ſet a-work. 
The third Direction. We muſt 


ſet it down, and conclude it, that 
God will do it 3 ſo ſhall we receive in 


the ways of his Providence whatſo- | 


ever he hath promiſed to give. That 


is the Work of Faith, and that is to | 
| Con 


1 and 


draw Sap and Virtue from the Pro- 
miſe, John 3. 33+ There by ſealing, is 
meant ſealing to the Promiſe. This 
is the nature of ſealing 3 when a 
Man hath drawn the Articles of A- 
greement, and when they have ſcal- 
ed, the whole matter is done, So 
Faith muſi make the Promiſe authen- 
tical, and put a Seal to it that it is 
true, and ſaith, It is done in Heaven, 
and I am fully reſolved, and ſetledly 
perſwaded thereof, that I ſhall have 


whatever I have believed, and thou | 
haſt promiſed, and I have uſed | 


means in the ways of thy Provi- 
dence. Famous is that of Abraham, 
Gen.22.5, The Lord hath bidden him 
ſacrifice his Son, and yet had faid be- 
fore he ſhculd live: and therefore 
when he came to the place, he (aid to 
his Servants, Abide you bere with the 


Aſſes 1 


_— 


dar 
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have 
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YAes ) for I and the Child mn”'y p ore 
der and ſacrifice, and riturn again to 
you, He thought to factihce him, 
and yet by Faith be believed that he 
ſhould bring Tſ2ac again. So I would 
have a poor Saint of God believe 
and conclude. When thou findelt thy 
Comforts like Tſaac's in the Aſhes, 
and thy Eftate helpleſs and hopeleſs, 
yet even then ſet God's Power. a- 
work, and wait upon him in the uſt 
of the means that he hath eppoint- 
cd, and there conclude it, and bring; 
Patience, Power, and Deliverance, 

and ſp in every kind, according to- 
all thy Neceſſities. Yet remember 
this, Expect no mere from. the Pro- 
miſe, than God will give in the Pro- 
miſc : but ſay My fins ſhall be maſter- 

ed one day, and theſe Temptations 
ſhall one day be overthrown, that 

have ſo long annoyed the Soul of 
thy Servant : I have begg'd Succour 
againſt theſe Corruptions within, 
and theſe Temptations without, and' 
yet itis not; but I know it's done 
in Heaven it wants nothing but the 
taking out 3 thou wilt befttow upon 


H 4. thy. 
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thy Servant what thou ſeclt hr, {Rrare P 


1 Sam. 1. 18, Hannah wept ſore, and 
prayed to the Lord, ard went away, 
and was no more ſorrowful: and 
ſhe ſaid, Lord, I belicve that I ſhall 
either have a Child, or that which is 


as good, or better: now the Bus | 


ſineſs was done. But —_— the 


Lord delays, and does not ſuddenly | 


accompliſh what he intends,ard thou | IN 
a 


haſt uſed means to receive 3 he gives 


not, grants not, nor ſends not Suc- | 
cour according to thy deſire, and the | 


tenure of the Covenant, as thou cor» 
ccivelt, 

Then in the fourth place, Faith 
is to take up its ſtand, and ſtay till it 
come : as thou reſolveſt ſo it will be: 
ftay till it be, and flay it out. Here 
is much Wcirk todo, We prevcnt 
God's Kindneſs, when we go away 
before he be willing to beſtow a 
Kindneſs on us, But Faith will not 


do ſo: he that believes, does not | 


make hafte : he makes hatlie to obcy, 
but he ftays, and reſolves that it will 
be. The Viſion is fir an apprinted 
time, therefore wait for it, Thou 


alt 


1abot 
and 1 
labot 
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/are peſtered with thy Sins, and haſt 

laboured by Faith to ſubdue them 3 ] 

and thy Eſtate is low, and thou haſt ; 

laboured by Faith for Deliverance :” \h 

and yet it comes not : therefore ſtay | 

till God ſees ' fit, and it will come; 

Pſal. 123. 2, As the Eyes of a Servant 

look to the hands of his Maſters, and tht 

Eyes of a Maiden to her Miſtreſs : ſo our 

Eyes wait upon the Lord our God, until 

be have Mercy upon us. © Tt is nor, Till 

I:will, or cl} I ſee fit, or according; 

to my Mind: but until the Lord 

have Mercy. We ſuddenly ſlide a- 

way from the Covenant which'the 

Lord makes with us : becauſe we 

have it not when we will, therefore 

we goaway, 1 S2m.13.13, When Sa- 

muel tarried-long, and-the People be- 

2an to murmur, Saul went and offer-- 

ed a Burrt-offcring to the Lord: and 

therefore $ ammel (aid unto him; Thor - 

haſt done fooliſhly, and haſt not- kept : 

the Commrndments - of thy God, which 

he: commanded thee * for: now would p 

the Lord bave eltabliſhed the Kingdoms - | 

wþon - Ira] for- ever, . If Sanl- had { 

fiayed. the. Lord's time, he would - | 
H:5 havs< 
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have eſtabliſhed the Kingdom upon 


Iſrael for ever; but he prevented the * 


Lord's Kindneſs, and offered Sacri- 
fice unſeaſonably and infully. 


is many times with a proud, pettiſh, 


raſh and diſtempered Heart: if we | 
have not what we would, and when 


we would, then we are all amort, 
and murmur, avd {ay, Why ſhould 
we wait any longer? Thou haſt 
done fooliſhly. Haſt thou prayed 


and-looked to the Promile thus long, | 


and wilt thou now give ovex? The 
Lord would have comforted thee, 
hadſi thou gone on: but the Lord 
hath withdrawn himſclf from thee, 
becauſe thou haft withdrawn thy 
Heart from the Promiſe. When the 
Carriage is heavy, and the Way dead, 
there many ſore pulls, and oft the 
Waggon is at a ſtand and if a Man 
ſhould then go away and give over, 
all his Work were lolt. Therefore flay 
thou tillthe Lord ſhew Mercy. Thus 
long thou haſt call'd, and fought, and 
lookt up to the Promiſe, and waited 
upon the Lord, and attended wpon 
ehc freeneſs of his Grace, once more 


baply 


Soit | 
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{! haply would have done it : thy Heart 
was almoſt humbled, thy Sin was 
almoſt conquered : Oh thou filly 
Soul, why didſt not thou hold it out ?- 
It: would have.come at the laſt, my 
lite for thine, Now take heed-of. 
this; if the time ſeem tedious, and: 
thy Heart begins: to fink, and thy. 
Spirit is weary 3 rake heed of flying 
off, take. heed of ſhifting for thy own. 
Comfort, and looking to baſe. Ends: 
and Aims : no,hold thy Mind to, and: 
keep thy Eye of Faith upon the Pxo-- 
miſe, and ſiay it cut till God fee the. 
time fit : and know, it's" the beſt: 


time, when it's God's time. In the- 


17th of the Ar, ver. 31.. Pant (ays, , 


Except theſe abide in the Ship, theſe. 


cannot be ſafe. Every Man was skips- 
ping over-board to ſave himſelt; but: 
Paul ſtayed them. A, Man- would: 


have thought otherwiſe 3 but the A-- 
| polile knew it-was not- fo 3 for the-: 


Lord had revealed it to him.. So 


ſay, Be thy. Temptations never-ſo + 
tirong, and thy Sins nevcr ſo many; 


and thou beginneſt to complain, and: 


fayelt, 1 have crycd, Lord, and fought: 


carnelin- 


- . me A 
— 


\ 


The poor doubting Chriſtian | 


_ would mot Ict him go. 


carneſily, and yet my Condition is {{t by t 


worle, and my Soul more finful, and 
I am leſs able to help my ſelf, there 
is no more Succour to be expected, 
Now take heed of going out of- the 
Ship, and from the uſe of Means : 
keep.in the Ship for in it you ſhall 
be ſafe» Keep in the Promiſe, and 
ſtill your Hearts there: you ſhall have 
a happy arrival at Heaven, though it 
be upon a little broken board: it's 
no matter, lay God's time. 

The hfth Direction. Yet haply 
the Lord ſeems ſometimes not only 
to delay his poor Scrvants, and to 
with-hold his Favour; but he ſeems 
to frown ard ſay he will not hear 3 
and he feems to be angry with the 


Prayer of his Scrvants, and with 


their Importunity 3 and he ſeems as 
it he wotld not fuccour and ſupply. 
Thus he dealt with Facob,Gen.3 2.26, 
there the Lord ſays, Let me goz I caxe 
not what becomes of thee, Let me go. 
Put Jacob lays hold upon him, and 
So the laſt 


workof Faith is this. Ina holy Humi=- 
litylabour to c 'ntend with God, and 


by 


for 
thu: 
and 


ſ**/ | 
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l by feces hand overcome the Loed , 
| for the Lord loves to be overcome 
thus. Be not ſaucy with the Lord ; 
and in the ſenfe of thine own Baſe. 
nels, as it were, catch the -Loxd 
Jeſus, ard firive with him leave 
rot till thcu haſt thoſe Comforts he 
hath promiſed, and thou halt begged. 
This is the Glory and Vidtory of the 
Triumph of Faith, that gives thee the 
day too, and lays down the Weapons, 
and yields himfelf conquered: As it 
was with Facob, when God ſaw he 
could not prevail, he ſaid, verſ. 28. 
Thy Name ſhall no more be called Jacob, 
but lrae, becauſe thou baſt prevail- 
ed with God. God is ready to give 
what he hath promiſed: but he will 
Fave us try the maſtery wich him. 
God overcomes himſelf, and we by 
Faith in God overcome. God : as 
Fames 2+ 13. Mercy triumphs over | 
Fuſtice, Lord, faith my Soul, Why 
{houJd not I have that Mercy,Supply 
and Succour ? Saich Juſtice, Thou 
art a ſinful Wretch, and thou haſt 
wronged me. Saith Anger, Thou 
tat deſerved. to be plagued: and 
| there- 


-. 
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therefore thou ſhale feel the {mart of 
my Diſpleaſure.. Now Faith lays hold 
upon the Riches of the freeneſs of. 
God's Mercy in Chriſt, and in him 
Juſtice is ſatisfied, and Anger appea- 
fed forall; and now. Mercy. is pur-. 
chaſed for all, and Mercy triumpheth 
over Juſtice, and Faith takes hold up- 
on and overcomes God himſelf, as [ 
may ſay, with a holy humble baſe-- 
neſs of Heart. You know. what the 
Lord did to the Woman of Canasn : 
when ſhe had ſiriven with him. a 
great while, and would take no de- 
nial 3-at laſt he. faith, O Woman, great | 
is thy Faith, be it unto .thee as thou | 
wilt, Take what thou wilt, if thou 
wilt have Life for. thy Child, and 
Peace for thine own Conſcience, and. 
Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, take it 3 for it 
is-allthine... He, as it were, turns 
her looſe to all his Treafury, If ſhe. 
had gone away at the fixſt or ſecond 
denial, ſhe had found no Help : but 
becauſe ſhe held out, ſhe had all her. 
Hearts defire. God would have us 
wrelile with his Majeſty, that he 
may. be oycrcome. in.. Mercy and- 
Good- 
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Goodneſs. I might have here taken 
ſome of the moli deſperate caſes that 
could be, that you might have ſeen 
what Faith would have done in the 
midſt of the want of all Means, and 
in the greateſt Extremity tht could 
have befaln a poor Sinner; but I 
paſs over that at this time. Now 
therefore confider what hath been 
ſaid : lay theſe things up, and have 


them ever before you, and praQtiſe 


them: and by often writing, learn 
to write: and do often living, learn 
to live. Many Pcople live poorly, 
and make a poor ſhift to go ro Hea- 
ven : but I would not have a Chriſti- 
an live ſo, but be Maſter of his Arr. 
Know and ce your way, and uſe the 
means. Labour to get good thereby, 
that you may have ſap, and the ſweet 
of the Promiſes, and fo go ſinging, 
and rejoycing and triumphing up to 
Heaver. Now that which I conclude 
withal, is this: You (ce how far the 
Lord hath brought us, how the Soul 
hath been prepared, and cut off from 
Sin and himſelf, if fitted for the Lord 
Jſus by Contrition and Humiliati» 

on, 
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no, .and: that'the Soul comes to ee? it; tO « 


that there is nohope inthe Creatures, 
nor.any ſuccour-in Heaven, but inthe 
Lord: Jefus Chriſt, and fo at lalt the 
Sinner comes, and lies at the foot of 
the.Lord ]cſus Chriſt, and knows that 
either he mult be another Man, ora 
damned Man: Now when he ſees that 
Praycr and all other means will not: ! 
protit,. and the Power of. the Means | 
yet prevails not, and the-Power of | 
his-Corruptions is not yet maſtered : | 
then he looks upto Chritt; and iscon+ | 
tented that. he ſhould do what he | 
will with him.. Now when the.Lord: | 
Jeſus Chriſt ſees him lie wearicd thus * 
with his Comruptions, then the Lord 
gives ſpecial notice to his Sou], that 
it is. his purpoſe to do him 200d, and 
that there is'Mercy. for that broken 
Heartof his. Withthat, Hope is [tir 
rd and Faith, Is it poſhble? is it cre» 
dible ?- Shall this- Wretchedneſs of 

mine be pardoned ? Oh my deſire tis | 
kindled within me, and. I long for 
that day. Oh that I might once ſee 
the Funeral of all my Sins! Mark 


now, how Love and. Joy arecheared 
| t9.- 
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; to entertain this Mercy 3 and faith, 
Oh how is the Soul bound and en- 
gaged to God, that offers free and 
undeſe;ived Grace to a fiubborn and 
rebellious Sinner! At laft the Will 
faith Amen to the Promiſe, and fur- 
ther ſaith, O that Mercy l will have! 
And thus the Soul is come home to 
God, by Vocation, Now the Pro- 
digal is come home to his Father, 
ard the Father's Heart leaps within 
his Breaſt, when he ſees him lie at the 
Door. Ard as the Father rejoyceth, 
fo the Angels in Heaven rejoyce, and 
all the Faithful ſhall rejoyce, and ſay, 

{ Oh my Husband, Oh my Father, Oh 

| my Child, and my Wife that was a 
ſinful Woman, is come home again 
to her firſi-and belt Husband, You 

| that have found it thus in your ſelves, 
be comforted : you that know it in 
other*, rcjoyce. 


To ſum up all briefly, we (ce, 
Firſt, When we have pluck'd away 
all carnal Props, that then there is 
way made for the Promiſe to come 
| In to us, | 
Secondly, 


"ll 
\. _ \ 
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Secondly, And when our Hearts 
are poſſcficd throughly of the Suth» 
ciency of God's Promiſe and Grace, 
that then the Promiſe that draws 
ncar, begins its Work. 
 Thirdlyz That when we exp.&t 
all from the Promiſe, even Power to 
ce to it, that then it lays faſt hold 
UPON Us. 

Fourthly 3 .T hat when we are con- 
tent to yield to the jufi Conditions 
of the Promiſe, then the Promiſe 
carries us, and all in us. 

Thus we have ſcen the Hinderan- 
ces removed, and the Means pr0- 

nded : and now that we may be 
movyed and perfwaded importunate- 
ly to feck after this blefſed Grace 
of God : let us further conſider thus 
much, namely, that if we once gt 
this Grace, we get all other Graces 
with it, which is a ground of much 
Comfort, ard cannot but keep us 
doing : For will it no: much encou- 
rage a Man when in thedoing of one 
Work he knows he ſhall do another, 
nay, all his Work with one labour ! 
but ſo it is in the work of Faith. o 
tncn 
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then how ſhould it encourage us to 

labour for Faith, (ecing that by get- 

ting it, we have all? Men that are 

wile to provide for themſelves, and to 

lay out their Monics in ſome Purchaſe 

for the beſt 3 when they (ce a Ground 

well wooded and watered, but efpe- 

cially to have fome rich Mines in it, 

all their Minds will be upon ſuch a 

place, becauſe, having it, they have 

all with it : So it ſhould be here, in 

our Deſires : and as there, ſo here: 

get Grace, and get all: firengthen 

here, andall is firong : but want here, p,;,.. 

and want every where: having this be labour 

Grace of Faith, you need not feek for ed for a-' 

Wiſdom, for Faith will make you _ all 

wiſe to Salvation: and you need not 

labour for Patience, for he that is 

faithful, will be patient: and fo for 

other Graces, He that hath the Grace 

of Faith. hath chem all, hath Holi- 

neſs. hath Cleanneſs, hath Love, hath 

a pure Mind, and good Conſcience 

and what hath he not ? The Saints 

of God endeavour with much. Pains 

to get Grace, and to ſubdue Corrup- 

tion : but becauſe they take not the 
right 
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right way to it, they ſcck and not 
find, 

Many a poor Soul mourns and 
cries to Heaven for Mercy, and prays 
againſt a ſtubborn hard Heart, and 
is weary of his Life, becauſe this vile 
Heart remains yet in him3 and yet 
haply gets little or no redreſs: the 
reaſon is, and the main Wound lics 
here; he goes the wrong way to 
work for, he that would have Grace 
muſt (firſt of all) get Faith, Faith wil 
bring all the reſi 3 buy the Ficld, and 
the Pearl-is thine 3 it goes with the 
Purchaſe, thou muſt not think with 
thine own ſirugling to get the mattery 
of a proud Heart 3 for that willnot 
do: but let thy Faith go firſt to 
Chriſt, and try what that can do. 
There are many Graces neceflary in 
this work 3 as Meekneſs, Patience, Hu- 
mility and Wifdom : now Faith will 
fetch all theſe, and poſleſs the Soul of 
them. Brethren, therefore if you ſet 
any price upon theſe Graces, buy the 


Ficld, labour for Faith get that, and 


you get all. The Apoſtle ſaith, We all 
with open F ace bebolding, 4s ina Glaſs, 
the 
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thy Glory of the Lord, are changed into 
the ſame Image from Glory to Glory. 
'The Lord Chrilt is the Glaſs, and the 
glorious Grace of God in Chrilt, is 
that Glory of the Lord : therefore 
firſt behold this Grace in Chriſt by 
Faith (and thou mult (o, before thou 
canſt receive Grace.) Firſt, See Hu» 
mility in Chriſt, and then fetch it 
thence : firſt ſee Strength and Cou- 
rage in him, whereby to enable thy 
weak Heart, and Strength will come 
there fetch it, and there have it. 
Would you then have a meek, graci- 
ous and humble Heart ? I dare fay 
for ſome of you, that you had rather 
have it than any thing under Heaven, 
and would think it the beit bargain 
hat ever you made which is the 
auſe why you ſay, O that I could 
once ſee that day, that this proud 
Heart of mine migit be humbled: 
Oh it I could ſee the laſt Blood of mv 
ins, I ſhould then think my {ct 
happy, none more, and defire to live 
o longer. But is this thy defire, poor 
Soul ? then get Faith, and ſo buy the 
whole, for they all go together: nor 
think 
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think to have them upon any price! 
not having Faith: I mean Patience 
and Mecknefs, and the humble Heart | 
but buy Faith the Field, and you 
have the Pearl. Further, would you 


{Faith 


fo bi 
with 
after 
Hap 


have the Glory of God under Eye, 
and be more heavenly-minded? che 


have 
not (: 


look to it, aud get it by the Eye © that | 


Faith: look up to it in the Face 


voke 


Jefus Chriſt, and then you fhall ſec it thing 
and then hold you there : for there 4... c 


and there only, this Viſton of th 
Glory of God is to be feen, to you 
everlaſting Peace and endleſs Com: 
fort, When Men uſe to mike a Pur: 
chaſe, they ſpeak of all the Commo- 
dities of it 3 as, That there is ſo much 
Wood worth fo much; and fo much 


Stock worth {o much, and then the 
offer for the whole, an{werable « 
theſe ſeverals. So here there 15 Tter 
for an Heavenly-Mind, and that” 
worth thouſands 3 and Jtem for a 
humble Hearc, and that's worth Mil 
lions : and fo for the reſt, And ar 
thoſe Graces fo much worth ? wha 
is Faith worth then? Hence, w 
may conclude, and fay, Oh _—_ 

Faith 


ti 


drawn unto Chriſt, 


Pr In 


185 


Faith! precious indeed, that is able 
to bring ſo many, nay, all Graces 
with it: as one degree of Grace 
after another : and Grace here, and 
Happineſs for ever hereafter. If we 


__— 


have but the Hearts of Men (I do - 


not ſay of Chriſtians ) methinks this 
that is ſpoken of Faith, ſhould pro- 
voke us to labour always, above all 
things, for this bleſſed Grace of God, 
the Grace of Faith, 


FINI& 


